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PREFACE. 



Tbb fbllowiiig leetoret were erigiinny pr#» 
paied far delivery in Uie Salem Lyeeim. 
They ha?e beeo repeated befiire nmilar ano- 
eiatioiia in Marblehead, in Bererly, in SonUi 
Danverip in North Danven, in Waltham, in 
Gloucester, in Haverhill, in Lynn and in Tope* 
field. A large part of what appears in this vol- 
ume was necessarily omitted in the delivery. 
Several considerations, in coKiperation with 
requests made from various quarters, both in 
public and in private, have induced the au- 
tlior to ofler them to the community at large 
through the press. 

The subject of which they treat is intimate- 
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\j flonueeted with the hiilory, not roerdy oT 
N«w Engltnd, but of the imaginKtioo otinMi, 
w it hu been derelc^Md in vuioiu regioiu 
and iges. Very iaatlof|U»te wid unjust vioWM 
ire entertained of the icene in our innaltf, 
wbieh thejr illustrate, and of the persons who 
acted or suTered in that aeene. The princi- 
pal iDduccmcDt, howerer, to give thorn ft per* 
manent circulation, is a eonriction that the 
facta the/ relate, and the reflcctioDs they nat- 
urally suggest, uo full of the most important 
instruction. No one, it is thought, can ponder 
upon them without recciviog useful lessons to 
guide and influence him with retcronec to tlio 
cultivation and government of his own moral 
and intellectual faculties, and to the obliga> 
lions that press upon him nt a member of so 
eiety to do what he may to enlighten, rectify 
Uf.A control public sentiment. In the liope 
that they may contribute, in combination with 
t)M>^r»al vuietyOfuiher nbAans now employed^ 
to diffuse the bless^ings of knowlcdgt 



the |,rev»lenwofJ« p»tiei«ui, to acceterate th e 
^^j ^BTwjierrtiUMi, to prevent an anre- 
ginunod e xerciMofim aginaliopniid £a^^om_ 
tt^Tii^n^dg^r in BocicticH of men, anJ to 
"^ubliBh the effectual dominion of ir uer^ 
■on andsoundj 
Hcnled to the public. 
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It is one of the dbtuigMisbing cbanetaiw 
istios of the human beingi that be loves to 
contemplate the scenes of the pasti and de» 
sires to have his own history borne down to 
the future — this, like all the other propenu- 
ties of our nature, is accompanied by fiicul- 
ties to secure its gratification. The gift of 
speech by which the parent can convey in- 
formation to the childi and the old transmit 
intelligence to the young, is an indication 
that it is the design of the Author of our be- 
ing, that we shoulji receive from those who 
are passing away before us, the narrative of 
their experience, and communicate the results 
of our own to the generations that are to 
succeed us. All nations have to a greater 
1 



or less d^^'been Aithlul to thnr tniM, ia 

u^l tife^% to fulfil the design of Uw Gif^ 

.•«t; ,.1t » ir^poBsible to name a people who 

.':*>i>oi possess cherished ttaditkMis tlwt have 

,*■ descended from their early ancestors. 

Although it is generally considered that 
the invention of a ayslcin of arbitraiy and 
external signs to communicate thought, is 
one of the greatest and most arduous achieve- 
ments of human ingenuity, yet so universal 
ia the disposition to make future generations 
acquainted with our condition and history, a 
disposition, the efficient cause of which can 
only be found in a sense of the value of such 
knowledge, tliat you can scarcely find a pco- 
pie on the &ce of the globe, who have not 
contrived by some means or other, from tlie 
rude monument of shapeless rock, to tlio 
most iwrfect alphabetical language, to com- 
municate with posterity, thus declaring as 
with tho voice of nature herself, that it is 
desirable and proper that all men should 
know as much as possible, of tlH3 character, 
and actions, and fortunes of their predeces- 
sors on the stage of life. 
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It k ml diflleult to &oeni tbe andv far 
wtueh this ^spceitJoo to pretem for the fii> 
hue and contemplate the past was itnpaited 
to us^ If all that we knew were what b 
taught by our individual experience, our 
minds would have but little, comparatively, 
to exercise and expand them, and our char- 
acters would be tlie result of the limited in- 
fluences embraced within the narrow sphere 
of our particular relatims and circumstances. 
But mw, tliat our eye is attracted to tho ob- 
servation of those wlio have lived before m, 
our materials for reflectioa and sources of 
instruction are multiplied. The virtues we 
admiiQ in our aitcestors, not cxily adora and 
dignify tbeir names, but wm us to their 
imiuUoo. Their prosperity and happiness 
spread abroad a diffusive light that reaches 
tis, and brightens our condition. The wia* 
dom that guided their footsteps becomes at 
the same time a lamp to our path. The ob- 
servation of the errors of titcir course, and 
of tlie consequent disappointments and suf- 
ferings that befel them, enables us to pass in 
safety through rocks and ledges, on which 
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tb^ von rirfpwneked;— and ^iQe wa 
pieveto iM them eatiiig the Utter firuitB of 
tbeir own vices uid crimes, we can sMie the 
benefits rf tbeir experience without paying 
tbe price at which they purchased it. 

In ibe desire which every man feeb to 
learn the htstcsy, and be instnicted by the 
example o( his predecessosSi and in the ao- 
conptnying disposition, with the meant of 
canying it into effect, to transmit a know- 
ledge of himself aad his own times to his 
successors, wo discover the wise and admira- 
ble arrangement of a providence, whtcb re- 
moves the worn out ii -vidual to a better 
country, but leaves tlie acquiaticMJS of tus 
mind, and the benefit of his experience, as 
an accumulating and common fund, for the 
use of his posterity — which has secured the 
continued renovation of the race, without the 
loss of the wisdom of each generation. 

These considerations suggest a much more 
adequate and accurate definition of hbtory, 
than the celebrated one proposed by Boling- 
broke — 'Philosophy teaching by example.' 
They inform us that history is rather the 



Inaifunient by which the reiuhi of the paat 
experiment of human life are eollected and 
transmitted fiom age to age: spealm^ through 
the records of bktory, all past generations 
become the instructors of the {Hresent 

Smca this is the tnie and proper dengn of 
histtvy, it assumes an exalted station amoi^ 
the branches of human knowledge. Every 
community that aspires to become intelligent 
and vinuous, should cherish jt. Institu- 
tions for the promotion and diffusion of use- 
fol inf<mnaticm, should have spedal reference 
to it. And all people should be induced to 
loc^ back to the days oftlteir forefelhers, to 
be warned by their erms, instructed by their 
wisdom, and stimulated in tbe career of im- 
provement, by the example of their virtues. 
' Under the influence of these views, it has 
appeared to me, that I could not discharge 
the duty to which I have here been called, 
m any way more conducive to tbe accom- 
plishment of tbe design of this association, 
than by presenting to its members a remarks^ , 
ble passage in the history of tbeir anceston. 
It sliall be my de^n to exhibit the subject 
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in ndi 'i^ tbit dw peal cod cf Usiocjr, 
juit deicribed, may bo tttainedt and that 
vhen tbe wbde scene to be disclosed bu 
been tpreid out beibre you, you may bear 
away instiuetioa and improvement from iu 
coQtemplatioo. 

Tbe historian would find a great amount 
and variety of materials in tbe annals of this 
town, — greater periiaps, than in any otber of 
its siie in the country. But there is one 
chapter in -ur history of preeminent inter> 
est and in .rtance. Hie witchcraft delu- 
noo of If ' 1 r ittracted universal atten- 
tion ibr tbe Imu century, and will, in all cran- 
ing ages, render tbe name of Salem notable 
throughout the world. Wherever the name 
of the place we live in is mentiraied, this 
memorable transacdoa mil be found assorn- 
ted with it, and those who know nolhmg else 
of our history or our character, will be sure 
to know, and tauntingly to inform us that 
they know, that we hanged the witches. 

It is surely incumbent upon us to possess 
ourselves of correct and just views of a trans- 
acUoD, thus indisaolubly connected with the 
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rapatukn of our bome, widi the memoff of 
our &tben, and of ooune with the moat pr^ 
cious part of tbe inheritance of our cbndren. 
I am appiebennve that tbe oooununity ii 
very superficially acquamted with tbb trufl- 
actioo. All have beard of the Salem witcl^ 
craft — hardly any are aware of tbe real chai^ 
aeter of that event Its mention creuei a 
amile of astoiushmeDt> and pertaps a aoeer 
of contempt, or it may be, a thrill of horror 
for tbe innocent who sufiered ; but there is 
teason to fear that it lails to suggest those re- 
flections and impart that salutary instnictioii^ 
without which the design of providence in 
permitting it to take placecannot be acoom- 
plislied. There are, indeed, few passages 
in the history of any people to be compared 
with it in all that constitutes tbe ptiable and 
tra^cal, the mysterious and awful. Tbe stu- 
dent of human nature will contemplate in its 
scenes one of the most remaricable devel- 
opments which that nature ever assumed; . 
while the moralist, the statesman and the 
Christian philosopher, will, severally, find 
that it opens vndely before them, a field 
fiuitfid in instruction. 
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Oar tneestcn btva been ndted i*ith un ' 
measured leproecb for their conduct on thsi 
occaaioa. S»d, inde^ . wm the deluw>n\ 
thtLg rag owr themTanJsBgCttop waTtBg 
extent to which thdr b ewilder ed ini«p»ntiona 
Mid excite d passions hunied and dmv^ th m 
^^ Sdll^liowever, there are many consid- 
erations that deserve to be well weighed be-' 
fore sentence b passed upon them. And, 
while I hope to ^ve evidence of a readiness 
to have eveiything appear in lb) own just 
light, and to expose to riew the vefy darkest 
features of the transaction, t am cwifident of 
being able to bring fonvard such facts and 
reflections as will satisfy you, that no te- 
ppoach ought to be attached to tbem in con- 
sequence of this affair, which does not be- 
IcHig, at least equally, to all other nations, and 
to the greatest and best men of their times 
and of previous agdS ; And in short, that the 
final predominating sentiment, their conduct 
flhould awaken, is not so much that of anger 
and indignation as of pity and compassion. 

In order to do justice to the subject, it 
will be necessary for me to divide it mio two 
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tbrieal namtioo <tf the iwoceodjiy in S»> 
lem, and the second will present thoae .addi- 
tional facts and oonsidenuions, that should b« 
taken into view, previous to proooundng a 
judgment, or fomiiog an opinion respect-, 
ing the conduct and characters of the per< 
sons connected with them. 

Let us endeavor to cany ourselves back 
to the state of the colony of Massachusetts 
one hundred and forty years ago. The per- 
secutions our ancestOTs had undergone in 
their own country, and tlie privations, alto- 
gether inconceivable by us, they suffered 
during the early yean of tlieir residence ber«| 
acting upon their minds and characters, in 
cooperation with the influences of the po- 
litical and ecclesiastic al occuiiences tha t 
marked the commencement o{ the seven- 
teenth century, had imparted a gloomy, sol- 
emn and romantic turn to their dispositions 
and associations, which was transmitted with- 
out diminution to tlieir children, and was 
strengthened and aggravated by the peculiar 
circumstances of the period. It was the tri- 
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on^pbtnt aga of npeistitioD. Hm imagiiia- 
ti oobad been expended hy credidi^until it 
hiid rgnrhffd ■ wildagiLrog ^rous grpffflu ^ 
TEspuritans were alwa^^rona to subjecT 
themselves to its influence ; and New Eng- 
land, at the time to which we have referred, 
was a roost fit and congenial theatre upon 
which to display its power. \ 

Cultivaticn and civilization had made but 

a partial encroachment upon the vrilderoess. 

Wide, deep, solemn forests covered tlie hills, 

hung over the unfrequented nnds, and 

frowned upon the scattered sotllements. 

I These forests were sUll the abode of wild 

I beasts and of the Indians, in the terror of 

I whose strange customs and wariike propen- 

i ndes, the European settleis were apt to lose 

1 s^it of all those nobler qualities, which pro- 

Iperljr regarded and addressed would unques- 
tionably have proved them worthy of the 
I friendship of ourancestois. 

In consequence of a want of confidence 

and sympathy, and of provocations incident 

I to two races of men of dissimilar habits and 

i feelings, thus tlirown into close proximity. 
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oonflictt tnd wui of the mo* «n»i|^™' I 
jMcking ctanctM ■oo" •««•• * """W 
noted Mirtiment of hoMllitjr ikI honor to- 
CMMtBOcBted in the minds of the coloonj. 
wllhthenmeoflndlan. There »««|<»>ly 
.village where the ii»ii> of vm^ nolenoo 
„d cnielty coold not he pobted out, or «i 
tadivided WhoK family hiatoiy did iiot oon- 
tain «H.e iltotralion of the rteilth, the m^ 
icorthevengeanoeofUieMvageloe- " 
the year 1691, about »x month. ?"«»•<• 
the commencement of the witchcraft deln- 
Mn, the county of E».x waa orieiod to 
keep four icoula or companiea of nunute- 
men,coi»i«lo6e«* of aii i>ersoO.,con.tanlly 
inthe6eld,tOBuardlheliondeni astmat the i 
..van enemy, «id to pve notice of ha ap- 
proach, ui event then looked for every hour 
with the mateat alann and appreheMKo. 
On the fifteenth of March, 1697, five yeMi 
after the delusion occurred, the Indiana rtnidl 
terror into the hearts of the people of tta 
county, hy a «.dden alUKk upon Hayj^. 
where they homed »i house., and luUed oc 

made captive about forty of th. uihabitantfc 
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There wis but liiils aonmmiiatioii b» 
Jwen tlw «.».rJ mi^ ,nd MllemMiB. 
To imrel 6om Bonon to Sdem, lor inituee 
which the oriinnrjr mean, of ooDTeyance 
mabl. u» to do at pre«„, i„ ie„ „,„ ^ 
!«»«', wa. then tlie Ihiipiing, adventiuwi. 
, and doobtSil work of an entire day. 
- It wa, the darkest and most despond™ 
penod mthe whole history of New England 
/ Xlle people whoso niling passion then was, 
I as It has ever since been, a love for coosti- 
. , inlional nghis, had a few years before been 
I tluo»-n mto dismay by tlie loss of their char- 
ttr, and from that ti,ne had been kept in a 
I f™"!- f'«e of anxiety respecting thei, fn- 
llnre pohtK^l destinjes. I„ addition ,„ all 
this, the whole sea-coast was i„fe„ed with 
totile pnvateers-mthlesa pirates were 
, continnally p,o„|i„g j„„g „„ ,,,„^ ^^ 

/ineico was nearly extinguished, and great 
ll losses had been experienced by men in uTsi. 
'' ;°f • A ""=<" expedition against Canada 
had exposed the colonies to ,|,e vengearoa, 
of Fnmce. Tl,e inland frantic were con- 
•Unlly harassed by the warlike and vengeful 
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f nf ^ iw l tma ijtli* Iiyln iii^ {a iJUiiiae wUi dMt 
power. In the year 1706, iercnl huadnd 
Algonquin and St Fianeb Indiajis, under 
the ooaunand of French officen, fen upon 
HaverfaiU about break of day on the twenty- 
ninth of August, consigned the town to con- 
flagntkm and plunder, destroyed piopeity to 
the amount of one thousand pounds, massa- 
cred the minister of the congregalical, Mr 
Rolfe, the commander of the place, Capt 
Wainwright, together with nearly forty othett, 
and carried off many more into captivity. 

Ilie province was encumbered with op- 
pressive taxes and weighed down by a heavy 
debt. The sum assessed upon Salem to de-| 
fiay the expenses of the country at large, 
the year before the witchcraft prceecuticos, 
was one thousand three hundred and foitysix' 
pounds one shilling. Besides this them were 
the town taxes. The whole amounted no 
doubt to more than six thousand dollar!, ex- 
clusive of the support of the ministry, I 
weight of taxation eonsidering the greater 
value of money at that time, of which we 
have no experience and can hardly form an 
S 
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•dequate eooeeptioD. The burden pieiwd 
diiecUy upon the wlxJe community. Then 
were then no greet private ibrtunea, no 
moneyed institutions, no foreign commerce, 
lew^ if Bny, uticlea of luxury, and no large 
capitals to intercept and divert its pressure. 
It was borne to its wliole extent by tlie actual 
industry of a population of extremely mode- 
rate estates, and very limited earning, and 
almost crushed it to ttio earth. 

TJk) jicuptu wcru diriwitNfii<(I with tlio now 
charter. They were becoming tJie victims 
II of p<^itical jealousies, discontent and antmo> 
Isities. They had been ^uted by great 
I revolutions. Tliey were surrounded by 
alaiming indications of change, and llieir ears 
were constantly assailed by rumors of war. 
Tlicir minds were startled and confounded 
by the prevalence of prophedes and fore- 
bodings of dark and dismal events. At thb 
most unfortunate moment, and as it were, to 
crown the whole, and fill up the measure of 
their affliction and tenor, it was their uni- 
versal and sober belief, that the evil being 
himself was in a special manner let loose. 



and pemutted to desevodttpOB themwith 

uoexamplfld fiuy. ^ 

The population of what b now Silem, 
vu at that time and continued, for neariy 
thirty years afterwards, to be so small, that 
thei« wai but one religious society in the 
place. AU the people were aocomroodftted 
in the meetinghouse of the first church. They 
participated in their full share of the gloom 
and despondency tlmt pervaded the province, 
and in whlltion to ilmt, Imd tlicir own iwcu- 
liar troubles and distresses. Within a slwrt'^ 
time the town had lost almost all its venera< 
ble fiithers and leading citixens, the meo 
whose councils had governed and whose i 
ivisdom had guided them from the first yeai»/ 
. of the settlement of the place. Only those , 
' who are mtimatoly acquainted with the con- 
dition of a community of wmple mannm and 
primitive feelings, such as were the early 
New England settlements, can have an ade- 
quate conception of the degree to wliich the 
people were attached to their patriarchs, the 
extent of their dependence upon them, tod 
the amount of tlieir loss when they were re- 
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moved. A Mp«me rdipoui aoaetf hid 
Sreviouflly been fixined in what waa then 
called Salem Village, now a part of Danven. 
Thb congregation, the same at present under 
the pastoral care of Rev. Mr Bratnan, lately 
under that of the estimable Dr WadswtHth, 
bad for a long period been the scene of one 
of those Tiolent and heated diasensi ons, tno 
common in our religi oug societieaatall times. 
The unhappy auife was gradually propi^- 
ted, until il had spread alienation and hittetw 
ness through the whole town, and finally 
became of such moment, that it was carried up 
to the General Court and was a topic of discus- 

^8100 and altercation there. The parties weni 
ReF. Samuel Parris on tlie one side, and a 
;e portion of his congregation on the other. 
It was whi;e this conflict was going wi, 
•nd m the midst of all this local trouble and 
Scleral distress, that the great and awful 
tragedy began. « 

( Near the close of the month of Fobtuaiy, 
J- 1698, two female children, bekngiag to the 
I bmily of the Rev. Mr Pknii, floe, h^ drngb- 
I ter EliMbetb, i^nMuiadtoteM !>«« 



i'bIm, udthe other hk lueee, Abigia W3- 
Uam, twelve yean old, together with k 
young female ^ the n^boriwod, named 
Ann Putnam, began to act in a strange lod 
onaocouDtable manner. Tbey would creep 
into bcdes, and tuder benches and chairs, 
put themselves into odd postures, make an- 
tic gestures, and utter loud outcries and ridic- 
ulous, incoherent and umntelligjble expres- 
skills. The attention of the family was ai^ 
rested. No account oi explanation of the 
conduct of the cliildren could be pven, and, 
in an evil hour physicians were called in and 
consulted. One of the physicians ^ve it as 
his opinion that the children were bewitdud. 
It is proper, before we proceed any liiiw 
ther, toexpUunwhat was meant by thi^ opin- 
ion. There are several words and expres- 
sions, that are sometimes used synonymous- 
ly with witch, although they are not strictly 
ByDonynwut. The (cdlowing for insiancor— 
<Uviner, enchanter, charmer, ctHijurer, ne- 
CRxnancer, fortune-teller, augur, soothsay- 
er, and aoicerer. Noneof these wwds can- 
ny the same idea our ancestors attached to 
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the won! ■ witch. Witch ,™^ 

speettUjr used to nffufyt female, while wis. 
•id was exclusively applied to a male. 
The distinction was not often, however, at- 
tempted to be made — the fcvmer title wu 
lyevailinRl y applied to either sexJ ^ witch 
led by our I 



o , LUicrs,as a pencm who 

[ had made an actual, deliberate and formal 

compact with Satan, hy which compact it 

I was agreed that she should become his faitb- 

I fill subject, and do what she could in promo< 

I ting his cause, and m consideration of this 

''^allegianM and service, he on his part agreed 

to exeraae his supernatural powen in her 

favor, and communicate to her a portim of 

those powersy Tliua a witch was consider- 

ed m the light of a person who had transfer 

ed allepance and worship fiom God to the 

. Devil. 

The existence of this compact was sup- 
I/posed to confer great additional power oq 
|f the Devil as weU as on his new subject, for 

I the doctrine seems to have prevaOed, that 

II for him to act with efibct upon meo, tb* ii^ 
"rvention and instnimentallty at hi— 
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operalian WM nacesnry, and almoM oolinut- 
ed power was ascribed to the oombined ex- 
eitiooB of Satan, and those of the human 
speeiea in league with bim. A witch wu 
beUered to have the power, through her 
compact with die Dev'd, of afflicting, dii- 
tiesung, and leodmg whomever she would. 
She could cause them to pine away and to 
suffer ahnoBt every deacriptioo of pam and 
distress. She was also believed to possess 
the fiucul^ of being present m her shape or 
apparition at a different place Grom that 
which her actual body occupied. Jgdefld^Y- 
BqjTmggJg.''"''"''" amount of supernatural 
BbiUtT^jDdjjr^Liffiedoi]Q^and_™ncty of 
^ ^da forha exerci^ jjare _ juppwed to 
result fiom the diabolical conqoct. Those 
"upon whwr* she thus exeiused her mal'^« 
nant and mysterious enerpes, were said to 
be bewitch^^...^ 

niSirTmtethe &ct that t hese ojani wa 
e not merely pravaleot among the com^ 

bpto, ItuTwere advoiated ^y"^ 

J jiwlf^^y, the leience and ju- 
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the belier became current, that there were 
those in the oommunitjr v^.had actuaUy 
entered into this dark confederacjr against 
God and Heaven, Religim and Virue, and 
that indinduals were beginning to suffer from 
their infernal power. It cannot be consid- 
ered strange that our Others should bare 
looked with more than commcm honor upon 
peracHis who bad been coavicted, as they 
thought, upon overwhehning evidence oftliis 
conspiracy with all that was enl, and this . 
treason against all that was good. / 

We are now prepared to return to tlte'' ■ 
vairaUve. One or two other young ^ris in 
the neighborhood, socm began to exhibit simi- 
lar indications of being bewitched. The 
Arailies to which the afflicted children be- 
kogedf immediately applied themselves to 
Asting and prayer, invoking the interposition 
of the Divine Being, to.deliver them from 
<b««Mi«i and dominion oT Satan. MrPar< 
riiwilad the ndghboring mmisteis to as- 
m^j^Mk Ui bouw and unite with him in 
emn lelifjoui lervicei, 



and to dewot wppBcrtioof to tbb thwne of 
Mercy, fcr rescue from the power of the 
neat enemy of ioula. During the exeiaiea 
of this oocasioo, one of the chadren had fro- 
quent and violent coovulaon fits. These 
events soon became generally known in the 
village, and through the whole surrounding 
country. The public mind was prepared to 
B|nction the opinion of the phyakian, and it 
vas univenally believed, that the evfl one 
liad commenced his opeiatioiis with a bolder 
.front and on a broader scale than m any pre- 
vious period; 

Great numbers crowded to the spot to 
gratify their credulous curiosity, by witnesa- 
irig the effect of his inBuence upon the af- 
. flictedchildren— andaWwereanxioustodia- 
cover by whose cooperatkm be thus exer^ 
cised hb malignant power. The preteo^ I 
sufleren were incessantly importuned to de- I 
dare who afflicted them. Who were the 
witches through whom the evU one acted 
upon them. At length, when they had 
wrought the people up to a sufficient degree 
of ewiteroent, they began to select and bring 1 
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ftrwaid their vietfau. He^fint aoeiaed 
or M the phrase wm, «criediil^p6i/M' 
tadMn woman attached to Mr Parris' fiunilv 
By operating upon the old creature', feari^ 

and unapnation, and as therels some reason / 
to apprehend, by usmg severe treatment to- / 
wards her, she was made to confess that ' 
Uncharge wa, true, and that she was in 
league with the devil. 

^^i^^^^^muiffne the effect of this 

^^3&rbih>^ of the Wusers, and 
produced such a thoro„sli^nirictibh of their 
^ ty m the publi c_nHndu.hat if any one 
t.ll continued to have misgivings or dibts, 
" .eemed to be all b vain, evfn if he had 
courage enough to dare to do it, to give them 

27-- 1J" «.te of thinp em Wden^ 
^ young girls, and they proceeded to ac 
««e two more decrepid and miserable old 
r°^». ''ho were immediately .n^ted. 



d>epeople|idMehk dthemtoittfi buteti>eir 
various dittties andJHmenta totbe ig WCT 
of witches, to a ooere love~or'iiio«anet%.and' 
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a passion for ge ywJ sy mpathy, to a aesire 
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t< ^be secure against the cl 
ing othei Si or to a 
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enemies. 
. ^^j. -.10 next person accusecTv^ carried mio 
I v^^^ meetinghouse in the village, and con« 
I V|^\^4<|x)nted with the accusers. Af^ioon as the 
w^ poor old woman was brought in, they utter- 
ed loud screams and fell down upon the 
floor. If in her terror and despair she hap- 
pened to clasp her hands, they would shriek 
out tliat she was pinching them. When she 
pressed in agony her withered lip, they ex- 
claimed that she was biting tliem, and would 
show the marks of her teeth upon their flesh. 
If the dreadful excitement of the scene, add- 
ed to the feebleness of age, exhausted and 
overcame her, and she happened to lean for 
support against the side of the pew or the 
aisle, they would cry out that their bodies 
were crushed ; and if she changed her po- 
sition, or took a smgle step, they would de- 
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eliiv ibat thnr feet were in pdn, .^jhk^ 
rtbev 
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irateg MM * «y!'»^ '■^jtimrtcri On th'ojo 
occasioiu the pioceedingi were ilwtjrs intnv 
Aiced by prayer and iddresses from thol/ 
most influential ministers of the ncinity, who 
were decided in countenaocbg and active in 
promoting them. The afflicted, as they • 
were called, did not rest wdth merely accusr 
ing their victims of having bewitched them, 
but testified on the stand that they had been 
present with them at their diabolical meet- 
bgs, had witnessed them partaking b the 
visible company of Satan, of his blasphfr. . 
mous sacraments, and had seen them si^ 
his book with their own blood. 

The examination of the accused generally 
look place, as has afways been understood, 
in the house still standbg at the western 
eomw of North and Essex Streets, tlien ilie 
raidence of Jonathan Corwin, Esq., at that 
tnu IB actiiig magittnte. His colleague in 
*tbonie,Esq. 
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the oolony. Tbay did to. lliece mi no 
(fiaccrdaoce in the puUic Toiee, andaltbough 
many individuals afterwards endeavored to 
make it appear that they were untouched by 
the deludoD, I am inclined (o tbbk with the^ 
late Dr Bentley of Salem, that all honorable \ 
men and good citisens would prefer to be con- |\ 
udered as participatii^ b the excitonent, \ 
than as bavbg been free from it, and opposed | 
to it, without ever daring to resist or cheeky 
or reduce it There were, however, a few 
who were incredulous from the be^ning, 
' and have vbdicated their claim to that dis- 
tinction, by openly advocating their opimons 
•t the time. Among these were the revfr< 
rend and celebrated Samuel Willard of the 
Old South church m Boston, who alwaya 
frowned upon the proceedings, although three 
of the judges were memben of his church ; 
and Major Saltonstall, who publicly express- 
ed his disapprobation by retiring from his 
seat on the bench. With these and perhapa 
a few otlier exceptions, the wlule commu- 
nity was convinced of the truth of the ao- 
cusaticKis, and tliat there was a dark and dia- 
3 
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bofical oonfedeticj in the land between 
Satan and aocne of tbe inbalNtants, that threat- 
ened to overthrow and extiipate reli^ 
and morality, and to esublish the king- 
dom of the eTtl one, in a coaatry which had 
been dedicated by tbe prayers, and tean and 
suffering of its pious lathen to God and the 
church. 

While the delusim was spreading over 
the colony, its operations were going on with 
tremendous efficacy in Salem, and the neigh- 
boring loivns ; additions were continually 
making to the number of the accusers by 
voluntary accessions, and by those who 
hamg been themselves accused, to save 
their lives, confessed, and became witnesses 
apinst othera. The prisons in Salem, Cam- 
bridge and Boston were crowded with sup- 
posed wllchea. All the securiUes of society I 
were dissolved. Every man's life was at the 
roeroy of every other man. Fear sat on 
•wf oouotenaocfl ; terror and distress were 
Bdl^bMits; ■lenoe.perwded tbe streets; 
all bun- 
iK,c&mal 
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Md borribte ind«ad, became giBMtilt that 
tbe providence of God was remorcd from 
tbem, and that they were girai over to tbe 
donunioo of Satan. 

To illustrate tbe condition of aociety at 
this dreadful time, I wilt relate tbe circum- 
stances connected with the arrest of the wife 
of Phillip English. This gentleman was pos- 
sessed of a very large estate, for that period. 
He owned fourteen buildings, a wharf in the 
k)wer part of tbe town, and twentyooe sail of 
vessels ; bis dwellinghouse is still standing, 
and bears the marks of having been construct- 
ed upon the best style of that day ; it is situated 
at the eastern teimioalion of Essex Street, and 
is a venerable and curious specimen of our 
ancient architecture. Mrs English was ■ 
lady of accbntpllshed education and superior 
endowments. In cwisequcnce of several 
pecuniary controversies in which her husband , 
had been engaged with the town, and pei^j 
haps fnun a want of sympathy ariung from 
other causes between his family and tbe 
poorer people of the place, they were not. 
popular. Many persons entertained jeal* 
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, onnea ind oheriabed feeltngB of avenioa to* 
' wirds tbem. This ma the otse with wma 
of the accusen, and tbejr detenniaed to 
gratify their malignity by getting Mr English 
and bis wife hanged fiv witchcraft. They 
xxordingly commenced by accusing Mn 
En^h. The officer entered her dwelUng on 
the eveningoftheaist of April, read his war^ 
rant in her bedchamber, and placed guards 
around tbe house, intending to cany her to 
prison the next day. So utterly hopeless 
at that time was the condition of any one 
who might happen to fall under the accusa- 
tion of witchcraft, that Mrs English consid- 
ered herself losL In the morning she at- 
tended the devotions of her family, gave di- 
lectioa for the education of her children, 
kissed them, clasped them in her arms, cMn- 
mended them to God, bid them ftir«well, 
and then committed herself to tJie sheriff, 
declaring her readiness to die. Mr Englbh, 
hoping that by placing himself beyond the 
reach of the prosecutors, he might more 
easily promote the release of his wife, mther 
concealed himself <w retired from this part of 
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tb» coonny. SbtotI beffixSutl *tteinpW 
were made to ancithiai. Finding, bowerer, 
that be could not protect or rescue her fiora 
the power of the infatuated magistrateB, ho 
eune forward, voluntarily surrendered him- 
self, and expressed his determination to share 
her fete. Ttwy found means, however, to 
efiect tb«r escape, and flod to New Y«k. 
It ought to be mentioned to the honor of Mr 
English, and never forgotten by the people 
of Salem, that, notwithstandmg the treatment 
he and his family had received, he sent from 
the place of his lefoga generous donations 
to our suffering poor at a season of great dis- 
tress the next winter. To the honor of the ; 
people too U should be recorded, that when 
their fenarical delirium had passed away, they 
welcomed hun and his family back with pub- 
lic rejoicmgs, and did everything in thdr 
power to make restitution and compensation 
for the injury they had inflicted upon them. 
To meet the extraordinary crisis, a special 
commission was issued to seven of the prin- 
cipal citizens and jurists of the colony, con-, 
stitutmg them a cwrt to try the accused pei^ 
3* 
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•onsatSBleiD. ^Riae wen tbe Lieut Oor- 
emor, Mr Stoughton, Major Sollomtill, 
Major Richardt, Major Gedney. Mr Wait 
Winthrop, Capt. Sewal), and Mr Sargeant 
Tbey assembled by particular apptuntmeat 
at tbe court-bouse in Salem, supposed to 
have stood at tbe eastern comer of Essex 
and Washington Streets, on tbe second of 
n June, 1693. The first victim, an old wo- 
'I man, was executed on tbe tentb of June. The 
court then adjourned. The government 
during tlieir recess consulted several of the 
miuisters of Bosttni and its vicinity, respect- 
ing tbe prosecutlcHis, and while they uiged the 
importance of caution and circumspection in 
the methods of examination , and tbe admission 
of testimony, they at tlie same time decid- 
edly and earnestly recommended that the 
proceedings should be vigorously catried on. 
And they were vigorously carried on. Tbo 
court sat again on tbe tliirtietb of June, and 
fiiiS, more old women were banged oo the 
nineteenth of July. Tlie Court sot tffia 
August fifth, and on the nineteenth of Ihs 
same month, four men and one wamin fmt 
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!™, of tlH> colony, U«.]r ■ep«'l««y <«* > 
lom 01 u» J wiUird, before men- 

Tta «« whom Elliott 
wEp^uicleftr.' 
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— tnd wbow Mine uid chmcter have been 
held in TeneratioD by bis oontemponriesand 
all succeeding genemkms. A writer of that 
period intimates that thejr accused the wife 
of the Governor, Sir William Phlpps; 
^ they even went so &r, it is said, as to impli- 
cate one of the Judges of the court 

But that which feially overthrew their 
power and broke the spell by which they 
had held the mindi of the whole colony in 
^v bondage, was their accusation of Mrs Hale, 
\ the wife of the minister of the first chuicb 
^„^ in Beveriy. Her genuine and distinguished 
viruies bad vma for her a reputation, and se- 
cured m the hearts of the people a amfi- 
dence, which superstition itself could not sul- 
ly nor shake. Mr Hale had been active in 
all the previous proceedings ; but he knew 
the innocence and piely of his wife, and be 
stood forth between her and the atonn be 
bad helped to raise ; although he bad driven 
it on while others were its victims, be tun^ 
ed and resisted it, when it bum in upOD Iw 
own dwelling. • In oiyinc oitt upon % 
Hale, the wbcde oommuni^ WH o 
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that the Heuwri bid pei^ured theinadves, 
and fiom that moment their power wis d^ 
stioyed ; the awfiil deluuon ceased ; tbe on^ 
tain feU, aqd a ck»e was put to one of ibe t 
meet tremendous tragedies in tbe lustoiy ofl 
real life. Tbe wildest stonn, perhaps, that 
ever raged in the moral worid, instantly be- 
came a calm ; the tide that had tlireatened to 
overwhelm everything in its fiiry, sunk back 
in a moment to its peaceful bed. There are 
few, if any other, instances in history, of a 
revolutKHi of opinkm and feeling, so sudden, 
so rapid, and so complete. The images and 
visions tliat had possessed the bewildered 
imaginatioru of the people, flitted away and 
leA them standing in the clear sunsliine of 
reason, and their senses, and they could have 
exclaimed, as they witnessed them paumg 
off, in tbe language cS the great master of 
tbe drama, and of human nature, but that their 
ripd puritan prindples, would not, it is prfr< 
•umad, have permitted tbem, even in that 
WMNBt of mcue and ddiverance, to quote 
an— 

■Seal lktj*N|Ma — 






AadAMttMMMertbMk.! tkayytnMlrf 

Into Um iJr, and wbtt wtaed eotp <nl, 
Hahad M ^atb into the wind.* 

During the prevalence of this fanaticism, 
f"» twenty pcraons tost their lives by the band 
^tFe exccutiOTor. As they died innocent 
of the crime imputed to them, and mainti^n* 
ed their integrity to the Ia?t, preferring to 
aufler an ignominious and horrible death, 
rather than increase the delusion of the times, 
by feigning a confession in order to save 
V their Uves, it will be proper to recaU their 
X names from oblivion, and wliile we reverse 
,^>/ the sentence that was passed upm them, 
pay them our tribute of respect for their 
firmness and veracity, and of pity for their 
dreadful sufferings and fate. I shall men- 
tion the places of their usual residence, in 
order to shew bow the delusion pervaded 
the country. 

Reir George Btmroughi of Wefla, Sumi. 
el WardweU of Andovar, Wbnat Reed of 
MtrWJeid, M«pM|fp(Ht^»^rtiy. Su. 
mm Martin of J^mt^lig^lttMm Bow 
of Ipnrieb. 
ofib 



ker of Andover, John Phxtwr, John Wil- 
lard, Sarah Good, Rebecca Nurse and Mar* 
tliB Cory of SaleJ^rVillagc, Gcdt^Jocobs, Jr, 
Alice Parker, Ann i^pudcaterj^Iwidget Bi- 
sliop, alios Oliver, of Salem, Giles Cory of 
Salt'ii) ivas pressed to dcatlir' Most of these 
jtersoas wore advanceti in years, and many 
oftlicni left large families of cliililrcn. TIio 
follu\viiig were coiideiniicd to ilcath but did 
not suffer : Abigail Faulkner, Mary Lacy and 
Ann Foster ot Andover, Dorcas Hoar of 
Beverly, Mary Bradbury of Salisbury, Re* 
bccca Eanics of Boxford, Abigail Hobba of 
Topsiield, and Elizabeth Proctor of Salem 
Village. Besides these, fiftjrfive persons 
escaped death by confessing tlienisclvcs 
guilty, _one hundred and fifty were in prison,' 
and more than two hundred others accused. 
One adventurous and noble spirited young 
man found means to effect lib mother's es> 
capo fixxn confinement, fled with her on 
horseback Ironi the vicinity of the jail, and 
secreted her tn the Blueberry Swamp, not 
&r from Tapley's brook in the Great Pas- 
ture ; he protected ber coqccalment there 
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uDtO after the deluwn bid pused 9^nj, 
provided Ibod ind clottung for ber, erected 
a wigwam fat her shelter, and aunounded 
her with erery comfort her eituation would 
adiiut oC The poor creature must, how- ' 
ever, have endured a great amount of suffer- 
ing, for one of her larger limbs vns fractur- 
ed in the alt but des]>cnito enterprise of rcs- 
ciiii^ her from the prison. Immediately 
upon tlio tcniiiiiation of the excitement, all 
who were in jiriscHi were jHinloncd. Nolliing ^ 
more ^vas heard of llie afflicted or the, con- 
fessors ; they were never called to account 
for their lualicious ini|iosture and pcijury. 
It was apprehended that a judicial invest^* 
tion might renew tlie excitement and dehi- 
sion, and all were anxious to consi^ the 
wliole subject as speedily and efTcctually as 
possible to obUvion. 

It should be mentiwied before this review 

of the outlines of the proceedings is coiiclud- 

mI^ Am the diabtdica] compact was not coiw 

nod to the human species, 

■ wen suspected of 

awre accused 
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of witchcra ft, and two, om in Salem ^Hl- 
Uge, the other in Andover^su&rad the pen- 
alties of the law, and ate recorded amoi^ the 
subjects of capital punisbinent 

As soon as the people had recov e ted fiom 
their delusion, they began to reflect and re- 
view the whole' transaction with a i|Hrit of ' 
calmness and discemmenL Mr Hale of 
Beverly, wrote a treatise respecting it, ui 
which he ofiers some reasons that led bint 
to the conclusion that there was error at 
the foundalicm of tlie proceedings. The 
following extract will show .that he took 
a rational view of the subiact. ■ ' It may 
be queried, then. How d<ak it i^pear that 
then tnu a going too far in thi$ ej 
fairl Answer 1st. By the number of the 
persons accused, it cannot be ima^ned, that 
in a place of so much knowledge, so many 
in so small a compass of land should so 
abominably leap into the devil's lap at once. 
Answer Sd. The quality of several of the. 
accused was such as did bespeak better things, 
and thing! that aeeompant/ $ahatioH. Per- 
sons whose blameless and holy lives before 
4 
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did lestiry for them; iieraons that had taken 
l^rcat paioB to bring up ihtir children in tilt 
nurture and admonifion of the Lord, such 
as we had charity for as ^r our own soub, 
and charily,' the good man proceeds, ' b a , 
Clirlstion duty, commended to us in 1 Cor. 
lyihchap. — Col. 3: 14, ond many otiier 
places. Answer 3i!. The nunilxr of the 
afllicicd by Satan daily incrcaswl, tiil about 
fifty jiersons wore thus vexed by the dovll. 
This gave jmt ground to suspect some niis- 
takc. Answer -lili. It was considerable, 
that nineteen were executed, and all denied 
the crime to llic death, and some of them 
were knowing (tcrsons. and had before lliis 
been Bccounu-il blameless livers. AntI il Is 
not lobo imugiiiod, but that if all had been 
guilty, sonic would have had so nmcb ten- 
demess as to seek mercy for their souls in 
tbu way of confession and sorrow for such a 
aio. Answer 5. When this prosecution 
ceased, the Lord so chained up Satan, 
thnl (he uffliricd grew presently well ; the 
accused are generally quiet, and for <ivo 
yK-in since, we Imvv no such tiiolesuiion by 
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tbem.' Such reasonhigs is these soon (bund 
their way into the minds of the whole com- 
munity, and it liecame the melanclioly con- 
viction of all candid and considerate persons 
that much innocent blood had been shed. 
Standing where we do, with ttie lights that 
surround us, we look bock ujmn the whole 
scene as an awRil [Hirversion of justk:e, 
reason and truth. In reviewing the events 
that have now been related, several topics 
surest themselves, which, if we wish to pos- 
scss a thorough knoxvlcdgc of the transac- 
tion, it will be necessary lo consider. I sliall 
endeavor lo discuss lliein with as nnich com- 
pression and brevity as jMKisible. 

Tlie evidence by which the convktions were 
procured is particularly deserving of notice. 
Tliere were certain signs by wlijch it was 
thought witches could be delected, and 
these signs were not only established in the 
faith of tlie |>coplc, but were to a great extent 
sanctioned by the courts. 

It was the received opinion that a nerson in 
confeder acy with the cvJl one could not ween : 
llKise accused were lor the most part of an age 
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opinicHi, tb« jolai product of superstition and 
imposture, and the results to which modem 
sdence has led us in the discoveries of gal- 
vanism and animal electricity. The doctrine 
of fascination maintained its hold upon the 
public credulity for a long time, and gave oc- 
caiion to the phrase, still in familiar use 
among us, of * looking upon a person witli 
an evil eye.' Its advocates claimed in its 
defence the authority of the Cartesian phi- 
losophy, but it cannot be considered in an 
age of science and reason, as having any 
better support than the rural superstition of 
Virgil's simple shepherd, who thus complains 
of tl)e condition of his emaciated flock : — 



icy look w tbtn. 



Their bonei us borigly covered with (heir akin j 
VThU magic hat bowitchod Uib woolly dauia ! 
AbJ whal III ayaa balield tb* tender Uub* t" 

If anything strange or remarkable could b« 
discovered in the persons, histories, or dp- 
portmcnl of the prisonen, it was permitted 
to be brouglit against them in evidence. 
Cotton Mather was employed to compile 

NwcSa, vUpJIpiifVt^ nlU tedMl ifiuw.' 
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and publish a report of some of th« tii^ 
He adduces the following proof of the guilt 
of the Rev. Mr Burroughs. ' God,' says he, 
' had been pleased so to leave tliis Geo rge 
BuoQughs, that he had ensnared himself by 
severe! instances which he had formerly 
^ven of preternatural strength, and which 
were now produced against him. He was a \ 
very puny man, yet he liad often done things ( 
beyond the strength of a giant. A gun of 
about seven foot barrel, and so heavy that 
alrr, j men could not steadily hold it out 
witii both hands ; there were several testi- 
monies given in by persons of credit and 
honor, that he made nothing of taking up 
such a gun bcliind the lock with but one 
hand, and holding it out like a pistol at arms' 
end. Yea, there were two testimonies that 
Geoi^e Burroughs with only putting ths 
forefinger of liis right hand into the muEzle 
of a heavy gun, a fowling-piece of about six 
or seven foot barrel, did lifi up the gun and 
hold it out at anns* end, a gun which the de- 
ponents thought strong men could not with 
both hands lift up and hold at the butt end as 
is usual.' 
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I will quote utotlwr pasnge to the nme 
point, from Dr Hftthcr's report It relates 
to the first trial, that of Bridget Biahop, aUia 
Oliver. ' Tliere was one very atrange thing 
more witli which the court was newly enter- 
tained. As this woman was under a guard, 
passing by the great and spacious meeting- 
house of Salcm,' (the huilding lliat pre- 
. ceded the (xie recently taken down to give 

* _ place to the present meeiingliousc of the 
^"^S^ first church, and situated on tlie same spot) 

j\ ' she gave a look towards the Ikouse, and 

"^''^mi^ immediately a Demon, invisibly entering 

the meetinghouse, tore down a part of it. 

so tltat thougli there was no |>crson to bo ■ 

seen tlierc, yet ttte people, at the ntHso, nm- 

;l liing in, found a board which was strongly 

* bstened with several naib, transported unto 
I tnotber quarter of the bouse.' 

So ftr ai we have now reviewed the evi- 
i 4bbb»» mm hM baon faund that would have 

\ wKhk^SMMtttM^aStxiiig^X'S. But 

1 than any 

\ Ibtt 
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'ocBdamned the leputed Salem wbchM. 
llMre were many witnesset who flvon that 
the individuals accused, had afflicted them 
with pain, destroyed th«r rest, robbed them . 
of their goods, caused them to pine, and difl> 
tressed them in a great variety of modes', 
they produced the identical pinsjwith which 
they declared the accused potscms had toi^ 
mented' them; these pins were filed away, 
as usual, with the other evklence, and are at 
this day to be seen, among the records of 
the trials, in the office of the clerk of our 
courts. Some of these witnesses were per- 
sons formerly of respectable and irreproach- 
able characters. Their testim<my was deliv- 
ered with great apparent sincerity. In sev- 
eral cases, they swore that tliey had sufiered 
under the malignant influence for a l<»ig pe- 
riod,evenoftweotyorthirtyyeafs. Threew 
four of the accusers would appear to be 
thron-n into agpny by the mere presence ol 
the prisoners, and declared that while giving 
their evidence in court, they were tormented 
by them. In one instance, the hands c^tbe 
witness were tied strongly together by a rope 
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daring the deliveiy of her avideoee while 
on thfl stand, ukl she swore that U was done 
by an invisible agpnt employed by the pris- 
oner at the bar. 

But tliere was one species of eridence that / 
lendercd all the rest unnecessary, and ovor^V 
wbclnicd the minds of the court; tlio juiy, 
the public, and, pcrhaps'in many instances, 
the unliappy prisoncta tliemsclvcs, with con- 
viction. Tlie confessions. Fiftyfivo per- 
sons, many of them proviouslyof llie niosi. 
unquestionable clianicter for intelligence, nr- 
tue and piety, acknowledged tllc truth oftlie 
charges that were made against them — con- 
fcssetl that they were witches and had made 
a compact with the devil. The records of 
these confesuons have been preserved. They 
ralate the particulars that attended the in- 
terviews the confessing penona had held 
wkh the evil cme, declared tliat tlicy signed 
tt Bnl* fed book, as they described it, were 
It luiiro|H0Ufl sacraments, and hod rid- 
•ougli the air, several of tlieiii 
IT from Andover to Sa- 
•fnwd there. 



•They ipedfy the eiact pl«w where the ■•- *. 
craments of the devil were celebnted. It 
■eems that he was accustomed to haptiie hie 
converts at Newbury Falls. Tliey were 
organiicd, M Dr Matlicr observes, 'much 
after tlie manner of a Congregational church.' 
nie confessions of the New England vritches 
describe the person and deportment of Satan 
with ctmsiderable minuteness. He generally 
ap[M»red to tlicra m tlie piiae d" a well 
pressed black man, and tlie usual place in 
which Iw convened his assemblies, was a 
wide open field in Salem Village. The hour 
of meeting was most frciiuently that of deep 
midnight. Tlie received opinion of lite ago 
' ButlkoriKcd his api»earancc under a peal va- 
riety of sliapes, sometimes that of a nogro, 
sometimes of an Indian, sometimes of a goat, 
and sometimes of a huge black dog. 

The wMifessing witches go on to acknow- 
ledge that in the mali^umt exercise of the 
power acquired by the compact with Solan, 
they had actually afflicted the accusen in 
ttie manner and form alleged. It cannot, 
indeed, be a matter c^ surprise to any one 
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tint such declmtioni ind oonfeanoni htd t' 
very poweHul effect upon & juiy, when the 
greatest philoanphers u well as the conunoo 
people believed in the reality of witchcraft. 
This considention must be home in mind con- 
tinually while we cootemplato the proceed- 
ings. 

One HMwe drcumslaiKe remains to be 
mentioned m cmnexion with the evidence. 
It was believed that when the witches found 
it inconvenient frc»n any cause to execute 
their inlemal designs upon those whom they 
wished to afflict, by going to them in person, 
they translbnned themselves into the like- 
ness of some animal, such as a cat, rat, 
mouse or to^d. They also had Imps under 
their coniro!. Tliese Imps were generally 
supposed to bear the resemblance of some 
small insect, such hs a fly or a spider. The 
latter animal hbs prevailingly considered as 
most likely to bear this character. The ac- 
fcused person was closely watched io order 
that the spider imp m^t be seen when it 
its Dourishment, as it 
* witebmaricon 
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bwbodr. WhHn the Mlk of« priM, ipi 
den «ere of como often loeii. Whenerojji 
one macie hi appemnce, the gmid itttcked 
it wilh all the teal and vehemence, with 
which it was natural and proper to assault an 
agent of the wicked one. If the spider was 
killed to the encounter, it was- consideied is 
an mnocont animal, and all suspicion ins re- 
moved Iran iu chaiactcr. But if it escap- 
ed into a crack or crcvKO of the apartment, 
as spiders often do when assaulted, all doubn j 
of its guilty conncxten with the prisoner was| 
removed, it was set down as beyond question i 
or cavil, her veritable iiup, and the evidence 
of her confodciacy wilh the dovU was re- 
garded ihenccforwaid as complete. It waa 
believed, moreover, that wilcliea could send 
their own spectres or apparitkms, or the spec- 
lies of those with whom they were confed- 
erate to fulfil their commissions. 

It is obvious that where courts of jostico,. 
countenanced the popular credulity to m.in- 
latotog this doctrine, there was no secunty 
left to the individual accused. No matter 
how clear and certain the evidence adduced 
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bjr him, that at the time alleged he was ab* 
aent from the specified place. No matter 
bow far distant, whether twenty or twenty 
thousand iiiiles, it availed him notliing, he 
was present through lib agent or imp. 
When accused of having been present in hu 
own proper bodily shape, it did not break 
down nor impair in the least the force of the 
tcctisaiion, to prove that at the lime he was 
in another place, at a great distance, for it 
was immediately contended that he was pro- 
sent in the shape or spectral illusion, by 
which Satan enabled him to act any and 
everywhere at once. !t was impossible to 
duprovo the accusation, however fiilse it 
might be, and liie last defence of innocence 
swept away. It deserves to be mcn- 
lioned with respect to this spectral evidence, 
u it was called, iliui, although generally 
adnuticd in other countries, it never rccriv- 
cd the unqualified or iuidi«|nited sanction of 
public opinion here. 

Tljere are two incpiiries that must have 
•ngiged the iiteditatiws 
Hdi wIio liavo 
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is this : ^Uut are we to dunk of thow peiw 
sons who oxnmeDced and conUnued the no* 
cusations, of the afflicted children and tbeir 
confederates. Shocking as is the view it 
presenu of the extent to which human nature 
can be carried in depravity ,\I am constrained 
to declare, as the result of as thorough a 
scrutiny as I could institute, my belief that 
tliis dreadful transaction was iniroduced and 
driven on by wicked |)cijury and wilful mal- 
ice. The young girls in Mr Parria' family 
and tlieir associates, on several occasions, 
indicated by their conduct and exprcsskuu 
tliat they were acting a part. 

hmay be that, in some instances, the steps f 
lliey took and tlie testimony they bore may | 
be explained by referring to tlie mysterious j 
energies of the imagination, the power of eib I 
thusiasm, the inllucnce of sympathy, and the I 
general prevalence of crtKlulity, ignorance, 1 
wpetstition and fanaticism at the lime ; and it ] 
is not proboblo that when tliey began tliey had 
any idea of the tremendous length to wliich 
they were finally led on. 

It was perhaps thw origiDal design to 
gtatify a love of notoriety or of mischief, by 
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cnating ft sensation and excitement in th»r 
neighborliood, or al the worst to wreak their 
vengeance upon one or two individuats who 
had offended them. They soon, however, 
became intoxicated by the terrible success 
of their imposture, and were swept along by 
the phrensy they had occasioned. It would 
be much more congenial witli our feelings to 
believe that these misguided and wretched 
young persons early in the proceedings be- 
came tliemselves victims of the delusion into 
wliicli ihey plunged every one else. But 
we are forbidden to fonn this cli-iritable 
judgment by the manifestations of art and 
contrivance, of delilwrate cunning and cool 
malice they exhibited to the end. Once or 

I twice tliey were caught in their own snare, 
and notliing but the blindness of the bewil- 
dered community saved them from disgrace- 
' fill exposure, and well deserved pun'isliment. 
They appeared as the prosecutors of almost 
every poor creature thai was tried, and seemed 
ready to bear testimony against any one, 
upon whom ausj^cion might happen to full. 
It bdrodfiil to reflect upon iho enormity of 




their wickcdoeaB, if they were cbwdoui of 
imposture ihroughouL ItKomttotiBiiteetid 
the capabilities of human crime, lliere it, 
perhaps a slumbeiing element in the hetut 
of man, that sleeps fwever in the bosom of 
the innocent and good, and requires the per> 
petralion of a great sin, to wake it into actkn, 
but whkh when once aroused, impels the 
transgressor onward with increasing momen- 
tum, as the descending ball n accelerated 
in its couise. It may be tlml crime bf>gets an 
appetite for crime, which like all other appe- 
tites is not quieted but inflamed by gratifica- 
tion. 

/It is obvious, that during the prevalence 

/of the ftmalicism, it was in the power of 

/ every man to bring down terrible vengeance 

I u}>on his enemies, by pretending to be be- 

/ witched by tliem. 

/ There is great reason to fear that this was 
V..,.eftcn the case. If any one ventured to resist 
the proceedings, or to intimate a doubt le- 
spccdng the guilt of the persons accused, 
the accusers would consider it as an aflront 
5* 
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to tham, and piooe«d inttiiitlr «> crx ml 

^linst him. 

The info of an hc»ert ind worthy nan in 
Andover, wis sick (tf t fever of which iho 
finilly died ; during her illness it occuned 
to him, after b11 the usual means had failed to 
cure her, that she might be bewitched. He 
went directly to Salem Village to aak the 
afflicted penons there who had bewitched 
his wife. Two of them returned with him 
to Andover. Never did a place receive 
more inauspicious visitore. Soon after their 
airival they contrived to get more than fifty 
of the iohalntants imprisimed, several of 
whom were afterwards hanged for witch- 
craft. A Mr Bradstreet, the magistrate of 

' the place, after having committed about fculy 
persons to jail on their accusation, concluded 
that he had done enough, and declined'*' 
to arrest any more ; the consequence was 
that they accused him and liis wife of 
being witches, and they had to fly for their 

! lives. A person by the name of Willard, 

I who bad been employed to guard the pris- 
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«tien to aiMl6orotbejaa,hadtbeham«ntjr 
to sympathise with tbe tufieren, and the 
courage to express hia unwillingness to con- 
tinue any longer in the odious emplojrment 
This was very offensive to the aJBicted 
children. They accordingly chained him 
with bewitching them. Tlie unhappy man 
was condemned to death ; he contrived to' 
escape fiora prison ; they were thrown into 
tbe greatest distress ; the news come that he 
was retaken ; their agonies were moderated, 
and at le ngth he was h anged, and then they 
were wholly relieved. It should be added, I 
that many of the accusers turned out after* I 
words very badly, becoming profligate and I 
abandoned characters. 

There is something very doric about the 
case of Mr Burroughs. He had formeriy 
preached as a candidate at Salem Village, 
and had received an invitation to settle in 
the ministry of the church in that place. 
While there, he liad been brought bto col- 
lision with some of the inhabitants. Then 
are strong indications of personal malice, 
arising Gom this old anunosity m the pro- 
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f^tf^T^ tguoA him at his triil. After tba 
delusion had passed away,' MTeral ecclenas- 
tjcal councits-were convened at Salem Vil- 
lage to compose difficulties that had arisen 
between Mr Parris, and many of his people. 
It is endent from the documents connected 
with the proceedings of these councils, that 
the disaffected members of liis society re- 
garded his conduct in the preceding tragedy 
with an aversion and horror, that can only 
be accounted for on the hypotliesls,ttiattlicy 
suspected him of havbg acted, not merely 
under the influence of an indiscreet enthusi- 
asm, but firom dishonest and malignant 
motives. 

Their suspicion was very much confirmed 
by the circumstance that the old Indian 
woman, who, by declaring herself guilty of 
the charge of witchcraft, first gave credit and 
power to the accusers, always asserted that 
she was whipped hy Mr Parris until she con- 
sented to make a conression. But however 
it mayliave been with liim — and, in theab- 
sence of conclusive testimony, we must leave 
his guilt or innocence to the decisions of a 
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l^ber tribuntl •— K) itrong ud deep! J rootad 
wentbe feetingpofdJaapprobatioaandaTBi^ 
lion towards him which occupied the bream 
of his dtsafiected parishioners, that all aU 
tempts on the pan of tlie other churches to 
produce a reconciliation, and even his own ■ 
humble and solemn acknowledgment erf" his 
error, yrere unavailing, and be was compelled 
to re»gn his situation and remove from the 
place. 

The other inquiry is this. Since it is, at 
present, the universal opinion that the whde 
of this witcticraA transactMHi was a delusion, 
having no fbundaticm whatever but in the 
imaginations and passions^ and as it is now 
certain, that all tlie accused both the oon* 
dcinnedand the pardoned were entirely in*' 
nocent, liow can it be explained that so 
/ m^y were led to confess tliomselves guilty } 
The answer to this question b to be found 
in those general principles that have led the 
wisest legislators and jurists to the conclusion 
that although on their face and at first thought, 
they appear to be the very best kind of evi- 
dence, yet maturely considered, c<mfessioos 
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made under tba Ik^ of I benefit, ind miM- 
timei ermi vitbout tlie impulses of wch & 
hope, are to be received with great caulioo 
^VuL-warinesL—Here were fiAyfive penonf, 
/ many of them of worthy characters, many 
/ ' of tliem professon of religion, who declared 
i themselves guilty of a ca^tal, nay, a diaboli- 
cal crime, of whieb we know they were in- 
nocent It is probable that the toetiw of 
self-pre9ervati(H) uifluenced most of them. 
An awful death was in immediate prospect. 
.Tliey saw no escape from the wiles of their 
malignant accusers. The delusion had ob- 
tained full possession of the people, ibe wit- 
nesses, the jury Aid the court By acknow*- 
ledging a compact with Satan, they might 
in a moment secure their lives and liberty. 
Theu- prinraples could not withstand the / 
temptation. They made a confession and * 
were rewarded by a pardon. 

Each confessicM) served to heighten the 
public infatuation, and aggravate the general 
calamity, by increasing the authority of the 
accusera. "Hie unhappy confessMs coold 
not but perceive this, they saw that they had 
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preo freah Krength to an , arm .that wu 
continually stretched out to destn^ (be ia< 
nocent The reproaches of conscience in I 
some instancea prevailed, and they took back I 
tbeir confessions. One man, aniohalHtantof / 
Andover, retracted, and was put todeatiuV 

It is the roost melancholy leflecticn su ggest- 
ed by this awful history, that those only suf- 
fered whose principles were so strong, that 
even the fear of death, combined with the 
love of life, couki not persuade them to ut- 
ter a lalsetiood. You cannot, liowever, re- 
ceive Irom any description, I could give you, 
so satisfactory an explanation of tlie induce- 
ments, that prevailed upon some of the ac- 
cused to do violence to their moral sense, by 
confessing a guilt tliat did not belong to them, 
as from their own words. 

The folbwing is the recantation of a 
young woman who hod been prevailed upon 
to confess and bec(»ne a witness against the 
Rev. Mr Burroughs and also against her 
own grandfather, who, mainly upon the 
strength of her evidence, were condemned 
and executed. 



< 



■4 




p 



i 




r0> 



Ui 



' The humble declaration of Margaret Ja- 
cobs, unto the honored court now sitting at 
Salem, sheweth, — That whereas your poor 
and humble declarant, being closely confined 
here in Salein gaol, for tlie crime of witch- 
craft, wliich crime, thanks be lo the Lord, I 
am altogether ignorant of, as will appear at 
ihe great day of judgment. May it please 
the honored court, 1 was cried out upon by 
some of the possessed jwrsons, as afflicting 
ihem; whereupon, 1 was brought to my ex- 
amination, which persons at the sight of me 
fell down, which did very much startle and 
aflnglit me. The Lord above knows I knew 
notliing, In the least measure, how or wtio 
afflicted them ; they told me, without doubt 
1 did, or else they would not fall down at 
me ; they told me if I would not confess, I 
should be put down into the dungeon and 
would be hanged ; hut if I would confess I 
should have my life ; the which did so af- 
fright me, witli my own vile wicked heart, 
to save my life, made racinake the like con- 
fession I did, which coofcsitoo, may tt please 
the honored coun, b ftlugeiJtcr blse and im- 



crua., Tbe very flm lugbt after I had mid* 
confesnoD, I was in auch honor of ooosdenott 
that I could not aleep, for fear the devil 
should carry ms away lor telliog such boiw 
rid lies. I was, may it please the hooorsd 
court, sworn to my coofesuon, as I undeiw 
stand since, but then, at that time, was ^lo- 
rant of it, not knowing what an oath did 
mean. The head, I hope, in whom 1 trust, 
out of the abundance of his mercy, will tat- 
glve ma my false forswearing myself. What 
I said was altogether false, against my grand- 
fatlier and Mr Burroughs, which I did to 
save my life and to have my liberty ; hut 
the Lofd, cliar^ng it to my conscience, 
made ine in so much horror, that I could pot 
, conlaiii myself, before I had denied my con- 
fession, which I did, though I saw nothing 
but death before me, choosing rather death 
with a quiet conscience, dian to live in such 
horror, which I could not suffer. Where, 
upon my denying my confession, I was com- 
mitted to dose prison, where I have enjoyed 
more felidty io spirit a thousand times, than 
I did bdbre m my enlargement. And now, 
6 
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nty it plesM your boocts, yaur deelmnt 
having in part given your booon a deacrip- 
lion of my oooditioo, do leave it to your hoo- 
ors' pious and judicioua discretiooa to take 
pity and coropaasion on my young and ten- 
der years ; to act and do with me as the 
Lord above and your tkwioia shall see good, 
having no friend txit the Lord to plead my 
cause lor mc ; not being guilty in the least 
measure, of tlie crime of witchcraft, nornny 
other sin that deserves death from man ; and 
your poor and humble declarant shall forever 
pray, as she is bound in duty, for your hon- 
ors' happiness in thb life, and eternal felicity 
in the worid to come. — So prays your hon- 
ota' declarant, M«KOAniT Jacobs.' 

The following letter was written by this 
same young peison to her father. Let it be 
observed that her grandfather had already 
been executed upon her false testimony. 
Her liither had saved himself by dying from 
the country. And her mother was in prison 
waiting her trial for tvitchcraft. 



noa the lanieoa la Balem priien, 

AKausT.aOra.Kn. 
HmouD Fathu.— Alier my humbb 
duty remembered to you, hoping in tb« Lord 
of your good health, as blessed be God I 
enjoy, though ui abundance of alBiction, be- 
mg dose confined here in a loathsome dun- 
geon ; the Lord look doim m mercy upon 
mo, not knowmg how soon I shall be put to 
death, by means of the afflicted petsoni- 
my grandliitber hiving suffered ilieady, and' 
all his estate seized for the king. The tea- 
son of my confinement is this : I having, 
through the magistrates' thiealenings, and my 
oira vile and wretthed hean, confessed sev- 
eral things contrary to my conscience and 
knowledge, though to the wounding of my 
own soul, (die Loid pardon me for it ;) but 
oh! the teiTors of a wounded conscience 
who can bear? But blessed be the Loid, 
he would not let me go on in my sins, but 
in merey, I hope, to my soul, would not suf- 
fer me to keep it any longer ; but I was Ibic 
ed to conless the troth of all before the mag- 
istrates, who would not believe me ; but it is 
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their pleasure to put me in here, ind God 
knows how soon 1 sliall be put to death. 
Dear Father, let me beg your prayera to the 
■Lord on my behalf, and send us a joyfiil and 
happy meeting in heaven. My mother, 
poor woman, is very orazy, and remembers 
her kind love to you, and to uncle, viz. D. A. 
So leaving you to the protection of tlie Lord, 
1 rest your dutiful daughter, 

MARQAnGT Jacobs. 

Her prayer was lieard. Her Christian 
penitence and heroic fortitude were reward- 
ed. A temporary illness prevented lier be- 
ing tried at the appointed time, and before 
the next silting of tile court, the delusion had 
passed away. 

But tliere can be no doubt that in several 
cases, the confessing persons sincerely believ- 
ed themselves guilty. To explain this, we 
must look into the secret chambers of the 
human soul ; we must read tlic history of the 
imagination, and consider its power over the 
hchef. We mu^t tmns|xat ourselves In [he 
dungeon, and think of iu dark and awful 
wills, its galBoE ewifirnimenl, itatdankiiig 
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ehaini ita «»,iy 6,e, .^ ^ i„ ji,^ ^ 
painful cireumstances. We must reBecti 
upon llieir influence over a leiri&d and m-f" 
■ated, an injured and broken spirit. IWet 
must tliink of the situation of the poor ins- 
oner, cut off from hope, hearing (i»ra ,11 
quarters, and at all lime,, morning, noon and 
mght, that there is no doubt of his gililt, sur- 
rounded and overtvhelmed by accusations 
and evidence, gradually, but insensibly raing- 
hng and confounding the visions uid vagaries 
of his iroubled dreams, with the reveries of 
his waking hours, until his rea»n becomes 
obscured, his recollections are thrown into 
derangeraem, his mind loses the power of 
distmgurfiing between what is perpetually 
told him by others and what belongs to the 
suggestions of liis own memory; his imagi- 
nation at last gains complete ascendency 
over his other faculties, and he believes and 
declares hhnself guilty of crimes, of which 
he IS as uinocenl as the child unbom.i The 
history of the transaction we have hem con- 
aidermg, affords a clear illustration of the 
With and reasomdileneas of this explanation. 
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I win {H!«9Bnt to 70a ft declmtiaa made hf 
lax raspeetq^ females, beloogiog to Ando* 
Ter, wbo had been induced to cxniea dur- 
' ing the prevalence of the delusion. It ia 
accompanied by a paper signed by mora 
than fifty of the most respectable inhabitants 
<^ that town, testifying to their good charac- 
ter, in which it is said, that * by their sober, 
godly and exemplary conveisatlon, they have 
obtained a good report in Uie place, where ' 
they have K'en well esteemed and approv- 
ed m the church of which tliey are members.* 
* We whose names are underwritten, in- 
habitants of Andover ; whereas that horrible 
and tremendous jut^meot, beginning at Sa- 
lem Village, in the year 1692, by some call- 
ed witchcraft, first tueaklng forth at Mr Par^ 
tis' house, several young persons being seem- 
igly afflicted, did accuse several persons tor 
tfflicting lliem, and many there believing it 
to be, we being infonned, that, if a per- 
was sick, the aflicted person could tell 
or who was the cause of that sickiMM. 
, n.n.-i _<■ i_j •■:- -idfe ben^ 



or by tl» MlTiM«rotlwR, fiMehed tmott 
the persons, eallod the afflicted penon, fion 
Salem Village to Andover, which wn tbo 
begimung of that dreadfid calamity that befd 
us in Anfbver, believing the nid aeeuaalions 
to be true, sent lor the said peiaoot to oooie . 
together to the meetinghoiDe in Andover, 
the sfBicted persons being there. After Mr 
Barnard had been at prayer, we were Uiod- 
fdded and our haods were laid upon tbo $f- 
flicted persons, they being in their fits, and 
fclKng into their fits at our coming into their 
''presence, as they said ; and some led us and 
laid our hands upoa them, and then they 
said they were weU, and that we were guilty 
of afflicting them. Whereupoo we were all 
seiaed as prisoneia. by a warrant fioro tbo 
justice of the peace, and forthwith carried to 
Salem. And by reason of that sudden sur> 
prisal, we knoiring ourselves altogether in- 
nocent of that crime, we were all exceed- 
ingly astonished and amazed, uid consterna- 
ted and affirighted, even out of our reason ; 
and our nearest and dearest relations, seeing 
ua in that dreadful conditioo, and knowing 
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our gnst du^er, apjMvbeiKled then wu no 
other wtjT to ave oux lives, u the case was 
thfen circumstanced, but by our confessing 
ourselves to be such and such persons as the 
afflicted represented us to be, they, out of 
tenderness and pity, persuaded us to confess, 
what we did confess. 'And, indeed, that 
omfession, that it is said we made, was do 
other than what was suggested to us by some 
gentlemen, they telling us that we were 
witches, and they knew it, and we knew it^ 
which made us think that it was so ; and our 
understandings, our reason, our faculties al- - 
most gone, we were not capable of jud^g 
of our condition ; as also the hard measures 
they used with us, rendered us incapable of 
making our defence, but said anytliing, and 
everything which they desired, and most of 
what we said, was but in eficct a consenting 
to what they said. / Some time after, when 
we were better composed, they telling us 
what we had confessed, we did profess that 
we were innocent and ignorant of such things j 
and we hearing that Samuel Wardwell had re- 
nounced his confession, and was quickly after 
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coodenmed and executed, lome of w wan 
told we wan gui^ after WaidwalL 
Mabt Osgood, 

Saiur WlUOIT, 
Abiqail Bakkeb, - 
DstJVEKAiics Dame, 
Mast Ttleb, 
HiNHAH Truau* 
The ftcOity with which petwns can be# 
penuaded, by perpetually assailing (hem/ 
with aocuaatioQs of the truth of a chai^l 
«ven when it is made against themselves^] 
that in reality is not true, has been frequent- 
ly notk»d. Addison, in one of the numben\ 
of his Specutor, speaks of it in connexkn 
with our present subjecL— *When an old 
woman,' says he * begins to doat, and grow 
chargeable to a parish, she is generally turned 
into a witch, and fills the whole country with 
extravagant fancies, imaginary distempers, 
and terrifying dreams. In the meantime, 
the poor wretch, that is the innocent occa- 
aiwi of so many evils, begins to be frighted 
at herself, and sometimes confesses secret 
commerces, and ftmiliaiities that her imagi* 
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ings of the nii^stiUcs, judges, miiuMfi ind 
other principal citixeiii, 

A great many inegutaridet ware permitted t 
at the trials, and the most absurd cnwltiei \ 
were practised in all stages of the proceed- | 
ings. The following account ^veo by a re- 
spectable citizen of Chariestown, is, no 
doubt, substantially correct, and presents a 
lively view of the methods of examination 
and of the sufierings of the accused. 

' May Q4lK. — I having heard, some days, 
that my wife wasaccuaed of witchcrad ; being 
much disturbed at it, by ad\'ice went to 
Salem Village, to see if the afflicted knew 
her ; we arrived there on tbe twentyfburth 
of May ; it happened to be a day appointed 
for examination; accordingly, soon aAer our 
arrival Mr llatliom and Mr Curuin, Sic, 
went to the meetinghouse, which was the 
place appointed ibr that worli ; the minister 
began witli prayer; and having taken care 
to get a convenient place, I observed that tin 
afflicted were two giris of about ten yeais 
old, and about two or throe others of about 
ei^iteen ; one of the ^ils talked most, and 
txKild discern mora than the rest. 
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' Tlia prisoners were called in one by one, 
■nd as tliey conie in, were cried out at, iic. 
Tlie prisoners were placed about seven or 
eiglit feet from the justices, and ihe accusers 
betivccn the justices and iliem ; tlie prison- 
ers were ordered to stand rijlit before the 
justices, with an officer apiiointcd to hold 
each hand, lest tbey should therewith afflict 
thoin ; and the prisoners' eyes must be con- 
stantly on the justices; for if they looked 
on the afflicted, they would cither fall into 
fits, or cry out of being Iiurt by them. After 
an examination of the prisoners, who it was 
afflicted these girls, &tc, they were put ui>on 
saying the I^nl's prayer, ns a trial of their 
guilt. After the afflicted seemed to be out 
of their fits, ihcy would look steadfastly 
on some one person, and ficfjuonlly not 
speak ; and then the justices said lliey were 
Blmck dumb, and after a httle tiiiio would 
speak again ; then Ibe justices said lo the 
•ccusci-s. Which of you will go and touch 
■ the prisoner oi tlie bar i llieti ilie uioal coura- 
geous would adrcfitun), but bcfbro Uiey hud 
; wade ilirwj slops, would onEaBiily &U down 



u b B fit ; the Jmtioef ocdered tbit tbey 
should be liken up lud einied to the prit' 
oner,' that she might touch them, uni as loan 
as they were touched by the iccused, the 
justices would say, tliey ira well^boforo I 
could discern any altenttioo ; by which I 
observed tliftt tbe justices undentood the 
mannerofil. Thus farl wasonlyis a Bpec- 
tator; my wife also was tliere part of the. 
time, but no notice was taken of her by tlw af- 
flicted, except ooce or twice they came to 
her and asked her naine. But 1, having an 
opjionunity to discourse Mr Hale (with 
whom L liad formerly acquaintance), 1 took 
his advice what I had best do, and desired of 
him that I might have an opportunity to 
8[»eak with her that accused my wife ; which - 
be promised should bo, 1 acquainting luin 
that 1 reposed my trust in him. Accoidin^y, 
lie came to me after the examination was 
over, and tdd nie I had now an oppotunity 
to speak with tbo said accuser, Abigail Wil- 
liams, a pri eleven or twelve years old ; 
hut that we could not bo in private at Mr 
Parris' house, as he had promised me ; we 
7 
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went therofbre into the alehouse, where an 
Indian man attended us, who it seems was 
one or the afflicted ; to him we gave some 
cider ; he showed several scars, that seemed 
as if tliey Iiad been long there, and showed 
them as done by witclicrall, and acquainted 
us tliat liis wife, wlio also was a stave, was 
imprisoned for witchcrafl. And now, instead 
of one accuser they all came in, and began 
to tumble down like swine ; and then three 
women were called in to attend ihem. We 
in the room were all at n stand, to see who 
(hey would cry out of; but in a short time 
they cried out, Cary ; and immediately after 
a warrant was sent from the justices to bring 
my wife liefore them, wlio were sitting in a 
chamber near by, waiting for this. Being 
brought before the justices her chief accusers 
were two girls. My wife declarcit to (lie 
justices, thai she never had any knowleilge 
of tliem belbre llmt day. She was forced to 
afand with Iter anns strctcheil oirt. 1 re- 
tlnt I might liold one of her linnds, 
ine ; then slio desired me 
h or eyes, and the 
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sweulrom her face which I did ; then aha 
deured she m'^ht lean lieiself on me, saying 
she sliould &in(. Justice Hathom replied 
slic luul strei^ enough to torment theae 
pcnons, and slie should liave strength 
enough to stand. I speaking something 
against their cruel proceedings, they com- 
manded me to be «lent, or else I should be 
turned out of the room. The Indian before 
mentioned vras also brought in, to be one or 
her accusers ; being come in, he now (when 
before the justices) fell doivn and tumbled 
about like a hog, but said nothing. Tlie 
justices asked tlio girls, wlio affluted the 
Indian ; they answered, slie, (meaning my 
wife,) and that she now lay upon him ; the 
justices ordered her to touch him, in order to 
hb cure, but her Iiead must be turned anotlier 
way, lest, instead of curing, she sliould make 
him worse, by her looking on him, her hand 
being guided to take hold of his; but llie 
Indian took hold of her hand, and pulled lier 
down on the floor, in a barbarous manner; 
then his hand was taken off, and her hand 
put on his, and the euro was quickly wrought. 
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I being extremely troubled at tlidr inlHimaii 

dealings, uttered a liBsty speech, "ThatOod 
would take vengeallce aa them, and denred 
that God would deliver us out of the hands 

of unmereiful men." Then her mittimus was 
writ. I did with difficulty and charge obtain 
the liberty of a room, but no beds in it ; if 
there had been, could have taken but little 
rest that niglit. Site was committed to Bos- 
ton prison ; but I obtained a habeas corpus 
lo remove Iter to Cambridge prlwn, which 
our county of Middlesex. Having been 
ihere one night, next morning the jailer put 
irons on her legs, (liaving received such a 
command) the weiglit of them was about 
eight pounds ; these irons and her other af- 
flictions soon brought her into convulsion 
fits, so that I thought she would have died 
that night. I sent to entreat that the irons 
might l»e Inken nfF; but all enlrcaiics were 
in vain, if it would have saved her hie, so 
tliai in this condition she must continue. Tlio 
trials ut Sah>in coming on, I went ihithrr lo 
see how tliinp tvera nanaged; niid Itndrag 
thai the ))[)Oclre evidonti! woa iherti rcceivod, 
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logellier wiili idle, if ihx iiulicina Mories, 
ftma people's lives, I iI'kI easily peneive 
wliich way ibe rest mmU fo; Cir the saine 
evidence llut served for one iroiild serve for 
all llie rest. I iicf|iiainle<t lier willi Iter dan- 
ger; and lliai ifslie ivrreearrieil lo Salein Co 
be tried, I foanxl site woidd never reliim. 
I did my ntmost tlliit site tni^lit Iiavo Iter 
trial in onrown emnny ; I with several others 
IMitioiiin; the jiid... for it, and were pin in 
liojies of it ; iMit I s<ion saw m» mneli, tlial I 
niiclcrstno,l ilicix.liy it ,vas iioi iiiteiKloli 
"liirli iiul iiic u|inn ronsultiii; the means 
ofher escape; which ihroni-li Iho pioilness 
of God « as c(roele<l. and she pit to Illioilc 
Island. Un soon Cnmil herself not .safe when 
there, by n'asoci of tlio p4iisiiit after her ; 
front thence she went to iNcw Yoilc along 
with some othem that had escaped their 
cnicl hands ; where we fotiiHl his ICsccllcticy 
Benjamin Fletrlier, K«,. Covenior, who 
was very conrtcotis to lis. After this some 
of my sooilswore twijed in a friend', hands, 
with wlmm I had lell llicin, and myself iiii. 
prisoned l.y the sheriff, and kept in cnstoilj 
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half a day, rikI then ilisiuutscH ; buiiosjicak 

uf llic'ir usage of llic )irls()iiers, and llio itilui- 

iimnily shown to tlii^iii at llic linio uf llicir 

execution, no aoixt clirisllan toiilil bear. 

Tht'y tiail also trials of riiiel niockiiii;s ; 

which is theiiiore.coiuiiltirin^uhat a |K!0|>Iu 

for rehpon, I mean the ))rorvN»ion of it, tvu 

liuvcliefn; tliosu lh»t suirereil, heing many 

ul'tlicni c-hnrch members, anil most uf iheni 

Hiisi«mwl ini)ieireonvcrsaiion,lill llitir ail- 

ver&nry the dciil luuk ttji this mclhod lor 

arcusini! I hem. . ^ , 

" Jonathan Caiiv. 

Every idle mnior, everything that th«! 
t;(isst|) of the ercdulons or the fertile memo- 
ricK of the nialignanl could produce, that hud 
un nnfavorabic beating u[)on the prisoner, 
however foreign it might be from tlic indict- 
ment, was allowed to be brought in evidence 
Imi^c lite jury. A child between five and 
six years of n^e wa» arrcMcd and ]Hit inlu 
, prison. Children were eneuuru^cd lo be- 
cuiiie uitiivsMm ug^uniri llieir parents, and 
|HUiiila against llieir clHldivn. The follow- 
iuf* )■> a |Mirt of iliu leMinuuiy Ixwiic by >■ 
ymm^ (-liQd u|chmm hiv nKMlM*r. 




Sarah Carrier's confijsuont, August tho 
IIU), 109-2. 

* It wa.<< asked Sarah Carrier by the mogis- 
(rates or justices, John Hatliome, ^(|, 
and others ; lluw long hasl tliou been 
witch? A. Kver since I was six yearti 
oltl. i^. How old are you now ? A. Near 
eii;ln years old; brollier Kichard, says 1 
sliall Ih; eight year* old in November next. 
(^. WIm) made you a witch? A. My 
mother, she made me set my hand to a book. 
*l^. How did you set your hand to it ? A. 
I touched It with my fingers, niid tho book 
was red, tho ]>ajx.T of ii was white. She 
sjiid she never huil seen the black man ; the 
place where she did it was in Andrew Fos- 
ter's pasture, and Elizabeth Johnson, Jr, 
WiLS ilierc. IJcing asked who was there be- 
sides, she answereil, her auni Toolhakcr, 
and Iter cotisin. lleiiig asked when it was, 
she said, wliuii slie ^v,is baptizetl. i^. What 
<lid they pixMuise to give you ? A. A black 
<li^. <^. UitI the tl»)g ever come lo \a» ? 
A. No, ^. Hut ymi said yuii saw a rat 
miru : uluil did llial say In you. A. Il 
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itajd it would tear ine in pieces, if I would 
not set my hand to llic book. Slie said, iicr 
mother laptizcd her, nnd llic devil, or block 
man was not tlterc, as she saw, and her 
inotlier said wlit'n slie liaiitizcd her, TImhi 
art mine forever and ever. Amen. ({. 
How did yoii afflwt folks"; A. I |>iiirlH'd 
them, aiid she saiil slic had no |mpi»cui, Un 
she went to iliein thai she afllieted. IJrins 
asked wlielher she went in her Unly or lier 
K|iirii. She said in lier spirit. Slie saiil Iier 
iiiotlier earricd her ihitlier to alTliri. (-f. 
I low did yonr modinr carry yon when tAw 
wu» in prison? A. She came like a black 
cat. ^. Mow tlid yoii know it was your 
tiioilicrf A. Tlie cat lohlnio so, that sIk> 
was my iiiotlier. Sbo said she afllicicil 
Phelps' el»ihl liisl Siitnnlay, and Erranlu'th 
Jolinsun joined with her tn do it. She Itiid 
a wtxMlen siR-ar, nl>mii n* loni; as her fiiiiji-r. 
of Kllzidu'lh Johnwniaiid shy liiid Itofihc 
devil. She vtuuld nnt mui lh»l she h 
cvvrbuBiiat iImi| 
ThiK b tiw 1 
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In concluding hii npoit of Uwtrklof lbs 
unhappy wonian, wlww young chUdreo were 
thus Induced to become the instnunenti for 
[»ocuiing her death, Dr Cotton Mather 
expresses hunself in the following language, 
' tliu rampant hag, Martha Carrier, was the 
person of wliom itie ctxifcssions of tlie witches, 
and of her own children among the rest, 
agreed, that tlie devil had proraiacd ber, she 
sttould be Queen of Hell.* 

One woman was induced to bear witness 
against her husband ; it was of coutao £dse, 
and it was fatal to him. Well may we synv> 
padiizo with Hutchinson, who declares that 
he shudders while lie relates such monstrous 
violati(Hi9 of the principles of law, as well as 
nature. At tlie examination of the prison- 
ers belive the ini^istrato at the time of Hicir 
commitment, they were interrogated at great 
length and minutely ; leading questions were 
put to them, and they were led to ensnare 
themselves as much as possible. Tlio min- 
utes of tlicse examinations were preserved 
■nd broujcht in evidence af^inst them at 
their trials. Many of tl)cm were left upon 
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record, ind they exhibit in some ctses, an ex- 
traordinary degree of sapachy and gpod sense 
on tlio part of the prisonera. The fidlowing 

dialt^o between Susaniia Martin and tlio 
magistrate, shews (hat slie did not lack pre- 
sence and acutcness of mind. 

Magutratt. ' Pray what ails these people V 

Martin. ' I don't know.' 

Maf(. * But whni do you think ails lliem ?' 

Martin. ' I do not desire to spend my 
judgment upon it. 

Mag. . " 
witched?' 

Martin. 

Mag. 
tlien.' 

Martin. 



l>on*t you think they are be- 

' No. 1 do not think tlwy are.' 
' Tell us your thoughts about them, 

ju...»». ' No, my thoughts arc my own 
wlien they are in, but when they are out, 
they arc another's. Tlielr master — ' 

Mag. 'Theinnasicr! Who do you think 
is their master?' 

Martin. ' If they be dealing in the black 
art, you may know as ^vcll as I.' 

Mag. 'Well.wliatliaveyoudoneto^vards 

this r 
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Martim. ' Nothing at tU.* 

Mag. 'Why,'lisyouoryoursppetnnoe/ 

Martin. * I can't help it.' 

Mag. < Is it not your roaster? How 
comes your apoearance lo hurt these ?' 

Martin. 'Howdolkixw? He that ap- 
peared in the sha|ie of Samuel, a glorified 
saint, may ajipear in any one's shape.' 

Ono cireumslance occurred lliat inflntcd 
a deep and lasting stain upcm the pure ermine 
of justice. The waves of |iopular fuiy made 
one clear breach over the judgment seat. 
The jury appdntcd to try Itcbecca Nnrao 
brouglit in a verdict of ' Not Guilty.' Im- 
mediately uiton hearing it llic malignant and 
fiendlike accusers nttcrcd a loud ouiciy in 
open court ! Tlio judges were overcome by 
the geneml clamor and intimidated from tlio 
fuithful dischargcofihuir sacred duly. Tlicy 
ex|)ressecl their dissaiisfuction with the ver- 
dict. One of the judges declared liis disap- 
probation with great vehemence, another 
said she slioidd be indicted nnew, and llic 
Chief Justice inlimalcil to llic jury that they 
had overlooked one iiii)K>rlaii( piece of evi- 
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Jmce. hwaslhi.; dura* 111" uW.'"™- 
mu Mined Hobto, who liad cife-ed h»iv 

Klf . «ilcli. WM '«<"S''' ""° ""''• "™' " 
.be cnlered, the prisoner turned lownnh her 
.mi iMi, ' Wliat ! do you bring her ! ■!» is 
one of 05." Tlio jurj wore U.u« proviOled 
upon to so out .gain: Uiey «>oti returned, 
p,ono.n«in5 tta poor old »oniim • Ouilt,. 
After her convictkm »he .ddre»ed the lol- 
lowine note to the judges. 

■ Tlicso presents do hunihly shew to the 
Ignored eoun mid jury, llmt 1 being informed 
Uiat the jury hrouglit uie in guilty, uiioo iny 
saying that goodivife Hobbs and her daughUir 
weio of our coiniauy 1 but 1 intended no 
oUionmys, than as tluiy were prisoners with 
us, and therefore did then, and yet do judge 
thorn not legal evUluneo agunat Uioir follow 
priamors. And I being aoraotliing liard of 
hewing, Bid fcU rfpH noMJ"^™"*^ 
hawlbeeautlMkll ^ 

faeMi 



iIh) acciucrs roiicwcti ilKtir disiiuil ouicricb 
a|i^i»l licr. ScvL-ml f^cntloiiicii oT Satuiii 
(]X|)ostu)alC() witli llio f^venior, nnit lio \m 
jirevaitLiI u|>on to f;ivc ontcrs fur licr execu- 
tion, wliich took place witliin a tow weeks 
oder her conviction. 

llio cxtmonliiiaiy conduct nf tlioso gcn- 
lluiiien, III ]n\jveiiliiis tlie exercise of Omi cx- 
cciilivo ricniciicy niiil dlscrutkni on lliu ac« 
c:Lsii)ii, U to be ex|tbinLil, It is {inilnlilo by 
tliL- following flirt reconUHl by l)r Neat in 
bis I llsiory of Kew Kni|;liinil. 'Ilioru was t 
. uii orpini/AMi ossociution or riMninitteo of |m- ' 
vote iiHliviiUmls in Salem, ihirin); tliu ron- 
tiiuiuiM^o of ilio ilvliiKiiHi, U'lio hiul uniler* I 
taken and vnj;a|;c<l lu firul iMit, ami imtsvnild | 
all sHsiifCiud IH.TSOH.S, l)r Neiil also informs ' 
us tliat iiuiny wltu arrested and tlin>wn into 
|triMin by tlioir iim-rren-ncu uimI iullueiice. 
It is |>roliablu iliat tin: genllcnien wlio iiru> 
voiilod tlio reprieve of Mrs Nurse, oulcil un- 
der tlio oiuliority and by tlio dlrertiunortbis 



llu cbief jiiiAiee, IJt'nleiiani liovenNH- 
''Mi, aueuts to liuvu been actuated 
H 
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by a violi'iit prvjudicu mid rciiiarkatile zeal 
iguiisi tliL> jirlsonors. The following iii- 
stanrc is related by one of his rrieiutii and 
couriiers, Dr Colioii Mather, as illustra- 
live of liis adroiliioss in flrpunivoiiiinp 
and ciisnarini; an accused individtml, in the 
course of hid uxanunutioii ; it cannot, how- 
ever, bnl be rcganlcd by all rellectiii^ uiid 
humane persons, as an luidignified iniLn'li.>r- 
cnre an<l an nnfeelini; oiliciousncss on llie 
|mrt of a [iresidine; judf;e. — ' It cost the court,' 
says (he n'|Mirter, ' u wonderful deni of (rou- 
ble to heiifihe leslinuinlvs of the sufferers; 
for wlien they were i^oing to pvu in their 
de|M>silions, they woidd lor it lou^ liinu be 
taken with fits, diat made them inculpable of 
saying anylliing. The chief judge uskcd llic 
)>rl>»iner (Itev. Mr Iturroti^hs,) "wliolio 
tlioai^hi hindered these witneiiscs froui giving 
their testimonies : " And Ira answered, " he 
su|>|H)sed it was the devil ; " that honorable 
jKrrson replied, •■ )iow comes the devil then 
(o be so liiatli lu have uny tenltiiiouy buniC 
againsl yoii r " whichraM him iniii very pwi 
<-<iiifuKion.' 'I'he juit^r ,ii»l nil iliu |u.>iifde 
exidlcd no donbiciLccediiidy ul (lui ■ 
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of llic stratagem by nhicli ()>o poor prisoner 
had been thus rntrapik-d and ronfoimded. 

Judge StoughtoH does not appear (o liave 
recoveri'd from the excitement, into which 
he iia.t ihroHii against the snp)iosed wilclies. 
I [e never could I»enr to hear any (wrwms ex- 
press regret or peiniciic c for ilic part (Iiey 
hud (nken iii ilic jiroceedings. AVhen (he 
public delusion had so far sulisided, tlral it 
iH-cnme difficult lo pnicure the execution of 
a witch, lie was disiuriH;(l and incensed (o 
such a degree, dint lie aliandoned his seat 
on the lieiich. During a session of the conrl 
at Chariestoivn, in Jiumary, l(J!«-3, ' worti 
was brought in that a rcjirievo was sent to 
Salem, and had prevented the execution of 
seven of tliosc that were there condeinncil ; 
which so moved the cliief judge (hot lie snici 
lo this effect. " Wc were in a way to have 
cleared the land of them ; who it is that 
obstnicts the cause of justice, I know not ; 
the I^rd be laercifiil lo (ho comilry ;'* uild 
m weiK off the bench, and coiue no nwrc 
into tliat court.' 

Tlif executive officers of the law partook 
nf the sQino spirit. It has alri'udy tieeii 
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incnttonca llmt GiW Cory seeing tlmt a tnni 
was a mere mockery, ami llinl to )Hit him- 
self to tlio lar, was to offer liiiiisclf lo l>e 
iiiiinlerwl miilcr llie forms of law, ruftiseil 
to idcad to tlie iiidictincnt. 1 find by iIkj 
recunls of tlic first clwrtli, that some moiitlis 
Iwlore, tliU same Giles Cory, then eighty 
years of ogo, made a iwblic im)fession of re- 
lision, ackiiowleili^eil wiili (teniteiice tlio sins 
of liis life, nail was admitted to the com- 
mimion. In coiLsc(]ticnce of hiii refusing to 
|ilead, lie was cnislicd to death. Aa hia 
n»ed immo yielded to the dreadful (iressiire, 
his Unique was (irotnided fixjiii his iiKXilh. 
Tliu (lemon who presided over the torture, 
drove it Itack aji^un with tlic ))uiiU of his 
cane. The heart of man once turned to 
enielty seems, like the fleshed tiger, to giitlicr 
new fury in liic mere exercise of fertK^ity. 

Wv havo seen that a |diysician gave tho 
first impulse to the tiivfnl work,hy pronmmc- 
iiig the o|nnioii that the prctenilcd sufferers 
were aJlllcted liy the inlluciice of wilchcs. 
We have also seen lliiit the judges and odi- 
rers of the law tlid what they couhl lo drive 
on till- ili'liisioii to its luiglit. It ought not 
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in jiutiM to be doiied or oonoMded, tint the 
olergy were tin iiuttunientil in pnniotii^ 
the proceedings Nay, it mint be acknow- 
ledged that they took the lead in the whole 
inuuacikm. As the supposed agents oT all 
tlie miscliief belonged to the supernatural or 
SfHiitual worid, which has ever been con- 
sidered their peculiar province, it was tlwught 
that tlie assistance and coo[)cnitioii of mints* 
tcrs were particularly appropriate and neces* 
sary. 

It has been mentioned iliat tlio govern- ' 
ment consulted tho miiiblcrs of Boston, and 
tlie vicinity, ader the execution of tin first I 
\xnon convicted, and previous to tho trial i 
of tho others, and that they returned a poN- I 
live and camest recommendation to proceed 
in ilie good work. 

Mr Noyes, at that time the junior pas- 
tor of tlie first church in Salem, was one of 
the most distinguished ministers of tbe age. 
Tliero b no reason to doubt tliat be was just- 
ly described in his obituary, in the Boston 
newspaper, which concludes a glowing ac- 
count of his eminent gifts and Cliristian 
8* 
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graces in the following lemu — 'It is no 
wonder lliat Salem, and the adjacent parts 
of the country, ds also the churches, univei^ 
sity and people of New Eiiglwid, jusily es- 
teom hini as a principal part of their glory.' 
It is my painful duly to lu^d up the conduct 
of this uiy predecessor \o your pily and 
amazcmcut ; if 1 should fail to do so, I should 
prove false to one of the leading designs of 
Uiese lectures, which, as has ht-foru been ob- 
served, is to show that there is jtower in a 
pojHilur (Hiisioa and a general excitement 
of the passions of a coiiiiminity to [wrvert 
the best of characters, turn the heans even 
of good men to violence, and Git tlieiu nitli 
all manner of bitterness. 

Itehccca Nurse, the person wlioiu the 
jury in the first instance acquitted, Inii were 
aftenvards induced by the strong disappro- 
batiun and rebukes of the judges to con- 
demn, was a iiicniber of the first church. 
Chi ihe communion day that intervened lic- 
tn*een her conviction nnd execution, Mr 
Noycs procured a vote of excoiiuuuniaitKiii 
to be passed against her. In tlw Kfiemoon 
of tlio same day, ilie jMor old wonuui \fsa 
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earned to the 'great tnd spacioua tneeting- 

iKHise' in chains, and there in the presence 
of a vast assembly, Mr Noyes proclaimed 
her expulsion from the church, pronainced 
tlie sentence of eternal death upon her, for- 
mally delivered her over to Satan, and con- 
signed her to the flames of hell. It is re- 
lated, however, that as soon us the fanali- 
cism bad disappeared, the recollection of her 
excellent character, and virtuoas and pious 
life, effaced the reproach of the spiritual as 
welt as the temporal sentence. 

I would mention in this connexion, that 
Martha Cory, the wife of Uiles Cory, wasB 
member of the cliurch in Salem Village. 
A committee consisting of the pastor, the 
two deacons, and another mciultcr, was sent 
by the church to the prison, to promulgate 
to her a doom similar to that to which Re- 
bfcca Nurse was consigned, the day after 
her conviction. Mr Parris declares in the 
records of the church, thai they found her 
' very ohdumlc, justifying herself, and con- 
demning all wIk) hod done anything to her 
just iliseovery or condemnation. Where- 
upon, after a little discourse (for,' says he, 
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* bar imperiousDMS would not suffer much) 
md after prayer (which she was willing to de- 
cline) tlie dreadful sentence of excommuni- 
cation was pronounced a^lnst her.* 

Mr Noycs was also very active to prevent 
a revul^n of the public mind, ta even the 
least dimmution of Uie popular violence 
^nst the supposed witches. As they all 
protested their innocence to tlie moment of 
deati), and as most of diem cxliiluted a re- 
mariiably Christian deportment througliout 
the dreadful scenes they were called to en- 
counter fitHu their arrest to their execiiUon, 
there was reason to apprehend tliat the peo- 
ple would gradually be led to feel a sympatliy 
lot them, if not to entertain doubts of their 
guilt. It became necessary, therefore, to 
remove any impressions unfavorable to 
tliomsclves, that might be made by the con- 
duct and declarations of tho convicts. Mr 
Noyes and others were on tlio ground ooo- 
tinually brthb purpoae. 

One of the naf^JiMinil^fanaH tnoos 
the moo tf 

1^ 



ly strong and well cultivated, and tier heart 
the abode of the iHircst and most Christian 
Kuntimcnls. After Iter conviction, iho ad- 
dressed the following letter to the judges and 
ministers, by which it apjicars, that slie felt 
fur others more than she did lor herself. It 
is a striking -and aftl-cliiig 8{>ecimcn of good 
sense, of Christian fortitude, of pious humili- 
ty, of noble benevolence, and of tho real 
eloquence of the licart. 

*To tlie honorable judge and bench now 
silling in judicature in Salem, and the rcvcr- 
en<l ministera, humbly slieweth,— Tliat, 
whereas your liumblu and jwor |>elilioiicr, 
being condeumcd to die, cloth htinibly beg 
of you to take it into your judicious and pi- 
ous consideration, tliat your jKxtr and hum- 
ble |N>tiiioiicr, knowing my own innocency, 
(blessed ho tho Lont for it,) and seeing 
plainly tho wiles mid subtilly of my accu- 
sers, by myself, cannot but judge charitably 
of others, that arc going llio same way with 
myself, if tho Ixml step not mightily in. I 
wasconfincd a whole month on tho saitio ac- 
count tlut I am now condemned, and ihim 
^loarod bjr tlie a/DicK^d ))crsoiii>, os some of 
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your honors know ; nnd in two days liiiii>. 
I was cried out uimn by tlieiii agniii ; and 
liavc been confined mid am now condemned 
to die. The Ixinl alnvo knows my uino- 
ccnrc then, and likewise dotli now, o^ at the 
great day will l>e knoivn by men an<] angels. 
1 [tciition to your lienors, not for my own 
life, for I know I must die, and my ajipoiiu- 
ed time is set; Imt the I^ord lie knows if it 
be possible (hat no more innocent bloo<l \ny 
slicd, which undoiililcdly cannot lie avoided 
in llie way and course you go in. I (|iiCB- 
lion not but your honors do to the utmost 
of your jiowers, in tlic discovery and detect- 
ing of witchcraft and witches, and would not 
be guilty of innocent blood for the world ; 
but by my own iimoccncy I know yoti arc 
in the wrong way. The Lord in his infimio 
mercy direct you in this great work, if it lie 
his blessed wdl, iliat innocent bkxxl be not 
Hhcd. I would humbly bog of you thai 
your honors would be pleased to examine 
some of lliosG confcssin;; witctie*, I biiin^ 
ronfideni ibero ora scvrral oflhciii harr Us 
lied (hcnnclt'c* and olhcn, as wilt ap[>cnr, 
if not in this worW, 1 uu wro in tlw worid 



lo come, wliither I am going ; and 1 (jues- 
lion ntrt but yourselves will see an alteration 
in these things. They say, myself and 
others have made a league with the devU ; 
wo cannot confess ; I know and the Ijord 
knows (as will sliortly appear) they belie 
me, and so 1 ijueslioii not but ihey do 
others; tlie I-.ord ulone, who b the searcher 
of all hearts, knows, as I shall answer it at llio 
triUmal seat, that I know not the least thing 
of witclicnift, therefore I cannot, I durst not 
belie my own soul. 1 lieg your Iwniors not 
to deny this nty humble ivetilion, from a |Mx>r, 
dyiiiii, iimoi-ent person, and I ipieslion not 
but the Ixjnlwill give a blessing to your 
endeavours. Marv Eastv.' 

Tlie parting interview of this excellent 
woman with her Imsland, cliildren and 
friends, is said lo have liecn a most sulenm, 
alfctting and sublime scene. She was exe- 
cuted with seven others. Mr Noycs turned 
lowanis ibeir IkmUo* and exclaiineil »ilh a 
compassion, that was allt^etbcr wonhy of 
an inquisitcH-, ' Wliat u sati thing it is to see 
eight firebrands of hell htnging tlierc '. ! ' 
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Jutin i^foctor of Siilviii Village, went ui 
court to attend liis wifo during licr examina- 
tion on the cliar^c of witrlicrnrt ; and liav- 
utg rendered hiiiiacir disaercealilo to the 
prosecuting witnesses by tlio interest lio 
naturally took in lier bclinlf, was accused by 
them on the sjwt, of tlie same rriuie, con- 
demned and fxecntcd. lioih he and his 
wife sustniiictl cxcellt-iit cliiii-actcrs in the 
village, and in Ipwiirb wlicro tiiey had for- 
merly resided, lie wrcHe the following sjiir- 
iic'd and iiiteresiin!; h-itcr In the niiiiisiera of 
lloston, retjuestini; to !« tried there, ami 
limtostiiig ogaiiist tlic [iroceeilings of tho 
court. 

•Salem Priton,Jmli/ 23. WtH. 

* Mr Uilhcr, Hr Alkd, Mr Mowly, Mr WillwJ and 
II r Itaily, 

*Ui:vKUKNi> Genti.khkn, — The iiinu- 
rcwyofoiir ciisc, v,]\\\ llie iHimily of uur 
occiLsers and our juil^us and jmy, ivliom 
nothing but our ii 
liaviiig comlomiied l 
triaU, Ijeing so 
ngaiiwl UH lijr 
U-SMmIh 
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this our humblo petition to liia excellency^ 

ttial if it 1« |>osslblo our innocent blood may 
l>c sparcil, wliirli undoubtedly otherwise will 
be slicd, if ilie (jord doth not mercifully step 
in ; the niapsirates, ministers, juries, and alt 
the people in general, being so much en- 
raged nnd incensed ai^ainst us by tlio delu- 
sion of the Devil, which we can term no 
other, by reason we know in our own con- 
sciences, we arc all innocent persons. !Iero 
ni-c five persons who liiivc latdy confessed 
themselves In I* witrhes, nnd do accuse 
some of us of Wing id<mg with them at a 
sacrament, since wc were rommillcd into 
close prison, Hhich wc know to he lies. 
Two of the five arc (Carrier's sons) yoiins 
men, wlio would not confess anything till 
they tied them neck nnd beds, till the blooil 
wns ready to eome ottt of their i«>scs ; and 
it b credibly believed and re|>orled this was 
tbo occoxion of making tbem confess what 
Uioy never itid, by reason, ibey said, one 
^Md-lNxni K witcli a inontli, and anotlicr five 
"tdis, and ilmt tlivir mother made tliem so, 
Hmi coiiGiuhI licru lliis nine vnxka. 
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My son, William Hrocior, wlien lie was cs- 
aiiiined, because lie would not confess that 
he was guilty, when he was innocent, they 
tied lilni ncctc and IiceJ!; till the blood guslicd 
out at his nose, and would liavc kc|)t him 
so twcntyfour hours, if one, more merciful 
than the rest, had not taken pity on him and 
caused him to be unbound. 

* These actions are very like l)ic Popisii 
cruelties. They have already undone us In 
our estates, and that tiill not serve their 
lunis witliwit onr innocent blood. If it run- 
not be granted that we can have our trials 
at Itusluu, \vc huuibty W-^ tliat you would 
endeavor lo have these niuj;istnites changed, 
and others in their room ; bc^^ing also and 
bescecinng you that you Mould be pleasetl 
to l»c here, if not all, some of you, at our 
trials, hoping thereby you may be the means 
of savin;; the shedding; of our innocent blood. 
Desiring your prayers to the Ijord in our 
behalf, we rest your poor afilicied servauls, 
John Pbuctok, Sit-,' 
^Wheii be was in prison, all his property 
was attached, cveryiliin;; wa^i iak<;n from his 
house, his family, consisting of eleven chilil- 
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ren, were left destitute, even the food th«l 
was preparing for their dinner, was carried 
away by the sherifT/'After convkrion lie 
petitioned for a little more time lo prepare 
to die, bnt it was denied him. He be^ed 
Mr Noyes to pray with him, but he refused, 
unless he would confess that he was guilty ! 
His numeiwis family was not permitted to 
starve. The cruelty that snatched the 
bread from their mouths was overruled by a 
merciful providence. His descendants, who 
are fwmd in all pans of the country , occupy at 
this moment the estate, and cultivate the 
fields which he owned.* 

The prosecutors were exceedingly anxious 
to obtain confessions from the convicted, j 
and importuned, hanissed and vexed tbem , 
continually to acknowledge their guilt. Th« , 
public were predis|K>5ed to suspect and con- / 
vict of witchcraft all iiersons in whose char- ■ 
actcr and conduct, there were any murks m I 
eccentricity or traits of i»cculiarity. Sarah 
Good had for sonic time previous to the dc- 

• Tho fellowinic wct« the nama> of hU chDJrari, 
John, Brnj*min, Eliwheth, M»nhi, M»ry, WlltUm, 
Joncph, Samuel, Thoriulllic, Sir«h eixl Abls«il, 
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.lusion, been subject to a species of mental 
derangement, of wblcli satlncss and inelan- 
citoly were the prevailing cliaracieristics. 
Slic was accordingly acrusuil of witclicmft 
and condemned to die. Mr i\oyes urged her 
very8trenuously,uilItetiiin;urijcrex«;uiion, 
to confess. AnicMig oihcr tilings lie lolil 
lier, ' She was a witcli, imd that site knew 
she was a witch.' She wasconsclous of licr 
innocence, and felt that she was injured, o\y- 
pressed and trampled ui>on, nnil her indi^ua- 
tJCTi was roused against her iiersecutors. She 
could not bear in silence the cruel aspereion, 
and although she was just about to bo 
launched into eternity, tlie lorrent of her feel- 
ings could not be restrained, hut hurst ujwa 
tlie head of him who tittered the false accu- 
sation. * You arc a liar,' said she. ' I am 
no more a witch, than you ore a wizard ; — 
and if you take away my lifc, God will give 
you blood to drink.' Hutchinson says lliat 
in his day there was a tradition among the 
people of Saleiii, ami it lias descended to 
the present time, that the manner of Mr 
Noyes' death stmngcly verified the |ircdic. 



tion thus wrung from the intfylwl spirit of 
the dying old woman. ':'.''■ 

I have before related the cirCufAstances 
connected with the confession and rcphnta- 
tion of Murnarcl Jacolw, the poor girlVJid..-.^ 
was persuaded to he instmmentnl in procur-.-*;*' 
ing tiie conviction of her grandfather; it was •* 
also remarked that she had been a witness 
against the Ilev. Mr Hurroiighs. She ob- 
tained permission to visit him the day Ijcfore 
his execution, acknowlcdi;cd that she had ) 
Iteiieri him, and implored his foi^ivcncss. 
He freely forgaic her, and prayed with her 
and for her. 

The case of Mr Hurronglw is connected 
witli circumstances of nnct«nmon interest. 
He had enjoyed the bt^nefit of a liln'ral edu- 
cation ; )oii Mill find his name among tliose 
wlio receivi-d the honors of Harvnnl I'mver- 
siiy in the year SGHi. At the lime of his 
arrest, he was the minister of a congrega- 
tion in Wells, a io\vn in the state of Maine. 
He had posMHlihc prime of life, and, as there 
is reason in fear, fell I victim to the preju- 
dice ant! hatreit enKeoil""'' 
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controvcrsjr.aofiic' years liclbrc^ He was 
cnrriud.iti'^ca'rt willi oilier convicts fiDiii llic 
jaij, wTticl^ is sii|)jKKcil to liavo slood on the 
i^oriOicni corner of Count)- uiiil St Peter's 
pticuts, the procession prubably passing 
.lown St Peter's into Essex Street, and 
tliencc onwani to lliu rocky flcvatiwi, called 
* Gallows bill,' about an ei^litli of n inilr 
lonanis Danvers, Ixiyoiid ilic bead of Fwl- 
end StreL'i.wbcrc ibe exernlions look pliM't'. 
' Wbilc .Mr IJurrotiglis was on llie ladder,' 
n r(>iiteiii|K>rai'y wrJler observes, ' be made a 
sjM^cli (or the clearing of his innocency, 
nilli sucli solouHi and .seri<Mis expressiiMis as 
wci-i! to ibe adniimlion of all present ; his 
pi-ajer was so well worduil and iiltercil willi 
siicli cotii|kJsediifiis anil such fervency of 
spirii, iLs was very aflwriiiij', and drew learn 
fnini many, so tbal it seeine<l to .some tliiil 
tlic sitectalors would binclor the execiiliun.* 
To me*!t aii<l lum back diis slate of feelin;;, 
llie ac-Piiseri cried out, iliat tlieysaw tbu evil 
l>ein,:; staiidiiif^ iKtbind bim in ibe .shii|H- t>ra 
hhmk iiiaii, and ilictalJng every word 
icrud. And llin limioiis Cotton Maili 
miiiisicr of Hit- Noiilt <'biin-b in \tn 



wiko \nn dcclaicil by Or Cdiiian to have 
liccn the most Icomcd inan Iw ever knew, 
and wtio comliineil nn almost incredible 
amount of vanity and credulity, with a high 
de;;rce of cunning uiul {Kilicy ; an inonlinate 
love of leinporal |Miwer and distinclion, with 
every ontwanl niantftwlalion of piety and 
Christian humility; and n pnimtness to fa- 
ualk;isi» and sniwrsiition with amazing tic- 
(juisilioiis of knowledge, and n great and 
reniurkablo genius, ithIi' naiiiil in llie crowd 
on borseUick, Imraiiguiiig the (leople, and 
s:iyini!; thai it wat not to Im' vvonderi'd at. 
ibat Mr HumMighs api»eared «> well, fiir 
lliat the devil ofl^'n transfunned himself 
iiilo an «iigi;l of lisibt ! This arlful dwla- 
nialiiHi, logf'llier willi ibe oulcrius unil as- 
sertions of ibe ntvtLsetK, liad lite inleiMUil cf- 
6nH u|NHi llie liiiiarK-al multitude. Wtten 
the Iwdy was cut down it was dmggcd by 
iIk) m|ie to a IhiIIuw |dare, cxcavalti) lic- 
iwcen tliu nicks, Mripitetl of its g^innenlx, 
am) llieii coveivd with clothes that luiil Ix- 
Uiged msiimt' [Hdir wrelrb previously < 
ciili-d. llmiun wilh Iwo otlier< iiUo tbe txtle, 
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tnm[ded down by the mob, and finally left 
partly uncovered. 

I have now ccmcludcd the narrative of llie 
Solem witclicnift. It has beep my object lo 
present only those lacis tliat were necessary 
to give you a correct and adequate view of 
the transaction, and to enable you to bear 
away from the conlenijilaiion of tlie dread- 
ful scene, such impressions and reflections 
as historical and philusopliical trulli and jus- 
tice rctjuirc. It has been my deteniiinatioii 
lo M-l down nought in mnlicr, ami to keep 
back nothing fnnn partiidity. 

1 might proceed to analyze the wliole 
transaction, into the several elementary pas- 
sions, motives, and intentions, by whose com- 
bined, conflicting, or separate influence it 
was introduced and carried on to its dreadful 
results. There is much reason to fear that 
to a great extent it was the efiecl of delibe- 
rate design. The peculiar theology of llul 
period presented induceiucnU to ■mbilious 
and entbusiaatic individual! unong lbs prain- 
inent memben of ths ol 
a suto of tUnn 



i 



ffBUet extent than before. The frequeotly 
repeated wan uitli the Indians, especially 
the struf^e with tlie celebrated and beraio 
Pliillip, had juroduc^ a relaxed and licen- 
tious sute of morals and manners among tlie 
]teople. This api>ears willi sufficient clears 
ness from the doin^ and declarations of tin 
Kelbnning Synod convened at Boston in 
1679. All iiairiotic, pious and benevolent 
citizens were distressed at tlic contempla- 
tion of such a swte of ibmgs, and many at- 
tempts were made to arrest llio downward 
movement of society. It was tlioughl that 
the only way in wliich to check it tt-as to 
restore and increase the influence of tlw 
clergy, that through iheni the community at 
la^e might be brought more under the sway 
of nwral and christian obligation. The 
wlmle machinery rf a religious reformation, 
so far as the methods for producing sticli an 
effect had tlien been discovered, were init 
into operation simultaneously and on a largo 
scale. 

In tlio year 1693, sptxitA efforts were 
mado to renew the (wwcrof tho spirit of the 
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50SIWI in many of llie clmrelies. The nn>- 
tives of tliose wlio acted in these measures 
were for llio most part of the purest and 
liolicst character. But «Jicre were not want- 
ing individuals wlio were willing to abuse tlie 
opportunities ofTercd by tlie genera) excite- 
ment and awakening thus produced. It was 
soon discerned by tliose ambitious of spirit- 
ual inducnce and domination, that their 
object could be most easily achieved by 
carrying the peojtle to the greatest extreme 
of credulity, fanaticism, and superstition. 
Opposition to prevailing vices, and at- 
I tempts 10 refonn society, were considered at 
I that time in the Ught of a conflict with Satan 
I liiiriself, and he was thought to be the ablest 
minister wIki had the greatest power over 
the great enemy, who could most easily and 
ellectuttlly avert his blows and countemct 
his baleful influence. Dr Cotton Slather 

I aspired to be considered the great champion 
of the church, and the most successful com- 
Utant again»i the prince of iho power of the 
'wr. Ho scoim to liave locked for an oppor- 
^ lunity to signalize himself in ihb ponicultr 




kind of warfare ; seized upon every occurrence ^^ 
that would admit of such a coloring to repre* 
sent it as the result of diabolical agency ; cir- 
culated in his numerous publications as many 
talcs of witchcraft as he could colU-ct throiigh- 
out New and Old England, and repeatedly 
endeavored 10 got up a delusioii of lliis 
kind in Boston. Me succeeded to some ex- 
lenl. An instance of witchcraft was brought 
atiout in that place by Ms n>anagciuenl in 
I6BB. There is some ground fur .suspicion 
that he was instnuiientnl in causing the delu- 
sion in Sulcm ; at any rate, he took a leading 
pan ill conducting it. And while there Is 
evidence that he endeavored, after the delu- 
sion subsided, to escape the disgrace of 
having approietl of the proceedings, and 
pretended to have liren in some measure 
Dp[>o!wd to them, it r^n be loo clearly slioun 
that he was secretly and cunningly endeav- 
oring to renew them during the next year 
in his own [tarlsh in Boston. I know noth- 
ing mora artful and jesuiliral than his at- 
tctnpU, to avoid ihu rf|n-oarli of having been 
I in carrying on the delusion in Salnin, 
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and elsewhere, and, at the samo time, to keep 
up such a degree of credulity and supersti- 
tion in the minds of ilic people, as to 
render it cosy to plunge ihcni Into it again at 
the firel favorable moment. In the following 
passages he endeavors to escajic the oiliuni 
ihnt had been connoclud with llie prosecii- 
tioiis. 

Tlie world kiio\v:i tiow niimy pages ! 
have coiiijH>sed and published, and particular 
geiillcmcn in llie government know how 
many letters I have written to prevent llie 
excessive credit of spectral acciisaiions. 

< In sl^oil, I do humbly hut freely adlnii 
il, that lliere is not a man living in this world 
who has been more desirous than the poor 
man I, to shelter my neighbors from die 
inconveniences of specirat outcries: yea, I 
Uii very jealous I have done so much that 
way, as to sin in what I have done ; such 
have been the cowardice and fcarfulness, 
whcrcunto my rcgani unlo the itis.salisEictiou 
of other )ieoplu has precipitated mc. I kiicnv 
a man in llic worM, who hn-t ilHiii:;tit Ire ha'^ 
been able to foinici •.(nif luIi \iiiilit.'.s as 



ooght to die ; but hia respect uoto the pub* 
lie peace has caused him rather to try 
whether he could not renew them by re- 
pentance.' 

In Dr Mather's life of Sir WUHam Phipps, 
a man of an exceedingly feeble intellect, and 
whom he appears to have kept by flattery 
in complete subserviency to his purposes, he 
artfully endeavors to lake the credit to 
himself of having doubled the propriety of 
the proceedings while they were in progress. 
This work was published withoui lib name, 
in order that he might commend himself 
with more freedom. The advice given by 
the ministers of Boston and the vicinity to 
the government, has been spoken of already 
more than once. Cotton Mather frequently 
took occasion to commeod, and magnily the 
merit of this production. In one of his 
writing he speaks of ' the gracious words' 
it contained. In his hfe of Plilpps, he tlius 
modestly takes the credit of its authorship 
to himself; It was ' drawn up ut their (the 
ministers') desire, by Mr Mather the younger, 
BS ! htva been informed.' A'nd in order 
■ 10 
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the more effectuall/ to pv6 the onprasBion 
that he was nther opposed to the proceed- 
ings, he quotes those portions of the paper 
that recommended caution and ciicumspec- 
ticxi, leaving out those other passages, in 
which it was vehemently urged to carry rho 
proceedings cm — ' speedily and vigorously.' ! 

But like other atiihilious and grasping 
politicians, he nas anxious to have the sup- 
port of oil parties at the same time. After 
making court to those wlio were dissatisfied 
with the prosecutions, he thus coninicnils 
himself to all who approved of Uiem. 

' And why, after all my unwearied cares 
and pains to rescue the miserable from the 
lions and bears of hell, which had seized 
them, and after alt my studies to disappoint 
the devils in their designs to confound my 
neighborhood, must I be driven to the 
Decessity of an apolc^ ? Truly the hard 
representations wherewith some ill men have 
reviled my conduct, and the countenance 
which other men have given (o tlicse rcpre- 
lentatiofts, oblige me to give maukJiid some 
account of my behaviuun No chriniaa can 
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<I uy none but evil worken can) criminaie 
my viatjng such of my poor flock, u Inva 
at any time &llen under the teriiUe and 
sensible molestations of enl angels: let 
their afflictions have been what they will, 1 
could not have answered it unto my glorious 
Lord, if I had withheld my just comfiuts 
and counsels from them ; and if I have also, 
with some exactness, observed tliti methods 
of the invisible world, uhen they have thus 
become observable, I have been but a ser- 
vant of mankind in doing so ; yea, no lets a 
person than the venerable Baxter has mors 
than once or twice in the most public manner 
invited mankind to thank me lor that service.' 
In other passages, he thus continues to 
atimulate and encourage the advocates of 
<he prosecutions. 

' Wherefore, instead of all apbh shouts 
*nd jeers at histories which bav« such un- 
<k)ubied conBrmaiion, as that no man tlmt 
Ina breeding enough to reganl tlie common 
laws of human society wiU c^er to doubt of 
tbem ; it becomes us rather to adoro the 
goodness of God, wbo doot not peimii such 
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ttungi evflry day to befall us all, u he sonie- 
times did peimit to befall some few of our 
miserable neighbois. 

' And is it a very glorious thing that I 
have now to mention : The devils have with 
most horrid operations, broke in upon our 
neighborhood, and God has at such a rate 
overruled all tlic liiry and malice of those 
devils, that all the afflicted have not only 
been delivered, but I hope also savingly 
brought home unto God, and the reputation 
of no one good person in the \\*orld has been 
damaged ; but instead thereof, the souls o i 
many, especially of the rising generation, 
have been thereby awakened unto some 
acqu aintanc e with reHj^ion ; our young peo- 
ple, wbo belonged unto the praying meetings, 
of both sexes, apart, would ordinarily spend 
whole nights, by whole weeks together, in 
preyen and psalms upon these occasions, in 
which devotions the devils could get nolhinz, 
but, like tools, a seourgc for their own bocks ; 
and some scores of utliur young people, 
who were strangen to real pieiy, were now 
struck with the lively demoimrations of boll 



evidently set forth before tbrir eyes, whoa 
^. they saw persons cruelly lighted, wounded 

and starved by devils, and scalded with burn- 
ing brimstiHie ; and yol so preserved in this 
loRured sute, as that, at the end of one 
nxinth's UTetchcdness, they were as able 
still to undergo another ; so that of these 
also, it m^ht now bo said — '< Behold tlicy 
pray." In tlie whole the devil got just 
nothing, but God got praises, Christ got 
subjects, the Holy Spirit got temples, (he 
Church got additions, and the souls of men 
got everlasting benefits. I am not so vain 
as to say thai any wisdom or virtue of mine 
did contribute imto this good order of tliinp ; 
but 1 am so just as lo say, I did not hinder 
litis good.' 

From this latter passage it is clear that / 
Dr Mather contemplated the witclKraft I' 
delusion as having been the instrument in I 
promoting a revival of religion, and was in- 1 
clined lo boast of tlic success with which it , ' 
had been attended as such. 

I cajuwt, indeed, resist the convictioiif 
that, noiuiihsiaoding all his aliem[its to aii- 
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petr dissatisfied, after thejr had become 
unpopular, with the occuirences in the 
Salem triab, he looked upcm them vith 
secret pleasure, and would have heen glad 
to have had them repeated agdn in Bosum. 
How blind is man to the future ! The 
state of things which Cotton Mather labored 
to bring about, inordorthat he might increase 
hb own influence over an infatuated people, 
by being r^ardcd by them as mighty to 
cast out and ranqubh evil spirits, and as 
able toehold Satan himself in chains by his 
prayers and his piety, brought him at length 
into such disgrace^ that hb power was bro- 
ken down, and hr. became the object of 
public ridicule and open msult. And tlic 
excitement that had been produced for the 
purpose of restoring and strengthening the 
influence of the clerical and spiritual leaders 
resulted in effects which reduced that in- 
fluence to a still lower point. The intn 
mate connexion of Dr Mather and other 
prominent ministers with the witchcraft 
delusion, brought a reproach upcHi the clergy 
from which they have never yet recoveicd. 



In addition tO-lbe detigping wwrtiom of 

4'- amKtious ecclesiastics, and the beiMVolent 

^ ^ amTpraiaeworthy eflbru of those whose only 

aim was to promote a real and thorough 
refonnntion of religion, all the fm^sjpns of 
our natiire stood ready to throw ilieir con- 
centrated enet^ into the excitement, (as they 
ever will do whatever may bo its character,) 
so soon as it became sufliciently strong to 
encourage llieir action. 

The whole force of popular superstition, 
all llic fanatical propensities of the ignorant 
and deluded multitude united with the best 
feelings of our nature to heighten the fury 
of the storm. Flcty was indignant at the 
supjMised rebellion against the sovereignty 
of God, and was roused to an extreme of 
agimtion and apprehension, in witnessing 
such a daring and fierce assault by the devil 
and his adherents upon the churches and 
the cause of the gospel. Virtue was !lK}ck- 
«) at ttte insDenilous guilt of those wtw 
were Itelicved lo have enlenid the diabolical 
confodcnry ; while public order and fteeuriiy 
nood ai^htM, amiibt ihfl invisible, the super- 
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Mtunl, the infwral, ind, apparentljr, the 
tnenstiUe attacks that were making upon 
the fbundatioiu of society. lo baleful 
combination with principles, good in them- 
selves, thus urgii^ the pasuons into wild 
operation, there were all the wicked and 
violent affections to which humanity is 
liable. Theological biitemess, personal 
animosities, local controversies, private feuds, 
long cherislied grudges, and professional 
jealousies, rushed forward, and raised their 
discordant ^'oices, to swell the Horrible din ; 
credulity rose with its monstrous and ever 
expanding form, on the ruins of truth, rea- 
son and the senses ; malignity and cruelty 
rode triumphant througli the storm, by 
whose fury every mild and gentle senti- 
ment had been sWpwrccked ; and revenge, 
smiling in the midst of the tempest, wel- 
comed its desolating uTath as it dashed the 
mangled objects of its hate along the shore. 
h would indeed be worthy the attention 
of the metaphysician and moralist, lo scru- 
tinize this transaction thoroughly in all iu 
[leriods and branches, to ascertain its causes 
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■od to marit itf derek^Mnenta. There 
cannot be ■ doubt that much valuiUe in- 
struction would thus be gathered respecting 
the elements c^ our nature, and of society. 
But this » a study which can best be put- 
sued by each individual observer for himself. 
I relinquish it therefore to the calm con- 
sideration and sober reflection of every one 
who lias followed me in the examination 
and review now brought to a close. 

Perhaps you are ready to exclaim that 
your ancestors were at once, the greatest fa- 
natics, and llie greatest barbarians the wortd 
ever knew ; that they have led a darker stain 
upon our annals tlian is to be found else- 
where on all the records of histmy. And 
that, instead of being proud of such Ibre- 
fethers, you would rather have been the dfr> 
scendants of any other people. It shall be 
the purpose of the remaining lecture to 
show the unreascmobleness of such exclama- 
tions. By ^ving a history of umilar supersti- 
tious delusions and proceedings in other coun- 
uies, by tracing the prepress and descrilung 
the stale of legblatii»i respecting witchcnfl. 
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and by piesenting a sketch of the oooditioa 
of science, theology and phUosophy at tlie 
dine, 1 shall hope to do iliis. 

It shall also be my purpose to lead your 
minds into such a train of reflections, as will 
enable you to draw the lesson it «-as intend- 
ed by providence to convey from this sad 
history ; to educe from it important illustra- 
tions and suggestions respecting our moral 
and intellectual nature; to cause light to 
shine forth from its dark folds and beam 
upon our patli, and to confinn us in a grate- 
ful sense of the blessings we enjoy, in the 
possession of enlightened reason, in the 
clearer revelation of truth, and in the dis- 
coveries of science. 

Partly, however, from an unwillingness to 
have your minds continue for a day under 
the impression that must now rest upon them 
respecting your ancestors, and panly to pre- 
pare you for the considerations, in justifica- 
tion, or rather in palliation, of their conduct, 
to be presented in tlie remaining lecture, 
I must exercise your patience for a moment 
longer. 



Human nrtue nerer Bhinef irith moftf 
lustre, than when it risM amidit tba impeiw 
fections, ot from the niins of our nature, ar- 
rays itself in the robes of penitence, and 
goes forth with earnest and humble nncerity 
lotho woric of refbrmatioa and restitution. 
It is the sight of such virtue, we are assured 
by him who dwells in the bosom of God, that 
imparts the sublimcst joy and raises the loud- 
est strains of thanksgiving in the choirs of 
heaven. Such virtue did our pious ances- 
ton exhibit when the spell llmt liad bound 
and perverted ihem was broken. 

The government, all its branches acting 
in concert, issued a proclamation, enjdning 
a general Fast, and tlie people were called 
upon in the following affecting expressions 
to unite in prayer to God. 

* By the honorable the Ueutenant Gov- 
ernor, Council and Assembly of liis Majesty's 
province of tlie Massachusetts Bay, in Gen- 
eral Court assembled. 

* Whereas the anger of God is not yet turn- 
ed away, but his hand is still stretched out 
against his {icople in manifold judgments. 



r; 



h 




5 



inltKularly in (tawing not lo iuch a longin 
the tioobles of Europe, by a perplexing wai ; 
and more especially respecting ourselves in 
Ibis province, in lliat God is pleased sliU to 
go on in diminishing our substance, cutting 
short our harvest, blasting our most promis- 
ing undertakings more ways than one, un- 
settling us, and by his more immediate hand 
snitching away many out of our embraces 
by sudden and violent deaths, even at this 
lime, when the sword is devouring so many 
both at home and abioad, and that after many 
days of public and solemn addressing him ; 
and although, considering the many sins pre- 
vailing in the midst of us, we cimnot but 
wonder at the patience and inerey modera- 
ting tliese rebukes l yet we cannot but also 
fear, that there b something still wanting to 
accompany our supplications ; and doubtless 
there are some particular sins, which God is 
angry tvith our Israel for, that have not been 
duly seen and resented by us, about which 
God exjiects to be souglit, if ever he again 
turn our captivity. 



i. 



* Wbenfeie it b coaunanded ind appoint- 
ed, that Hiunday, the ibuiteeoth of Janu»* 
ly next, be observed as a day of prayer mth 
lasting, throughout this province, strictly for- 
bidding all servile labor thereon ; that so all 
God's people may offer up fervent supplica- 
tions unto him, for the preservaticm and 
prosperity of his Majesty's royal person and 
government, and success to attend his afiairs 
both at liome and abroad ; that all iniquity 
may be put au'ay, which hatli stirred God's 
holy jealousy against thb land ; that he 
would sliow us what we know not, and help 
us wherein we have done amiss to do so no 
more ; and especially tliat whatever mistakes 
on eiilier hand, have been fallen into, eillicr 
by the body of tliis people, or any ordent 
of men, referring to the late tragedy, raised 
among us by Satan and his instruments, 
through the awful judgment of God, he 
would humble us therefor, and pardon all 
the errors ol his servants and people, that 
desire to k)ve his name ; that he would re* 
move the rod of tlie wicked from off the tot 
of the righteous, that be would bring in the 
II 
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American heathen, and cause them to bear 
and obey his viHce. 

* Given at BoetoD, December Hth, 1696, 
in the eighth year of his Majesty's reign. 
' Isaac Addington, Secretartf.' 

It seems as if itie community could not 
recover from a sense of the injury it bad in- 
flicted upon tlie innocent. I find that a re- 
solution was introduced into the General 
Court, neariy fifty years afterwards, by Ma- 
jor Sewall, a son of the Judge, Jbr the ap- 
pointment of a committee to make an in- 
quiry into lite condition and circumstances of 
individuals and liunilies, tliat might have suf- 
fered iron) the ' calamity of 16^,' as it was 
called. The resolution was passed unani- 
mously and the house expressed a strong 
desire to compensate them either by money 
or a townsliip of land. 

The inhabitants of Salem did what they 
could m the way of restitution and reparation. 
Dr Bentley, who has given the most lively 
and interesting account of the delusion, of 
any I have seen, says, ' that Mr Noyes came 
out and publicly confessed his error ; never 
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C0DC«tled ■ cireumstinoe ; oevw excufed 
bunself ; vinted, loved, 'blessed the sunri* 
vors wbom be had injured ; asked fix^ve- 
ness always, and consecrated the residue of 
his life to Uess mankind.' 

The first Church, which had anatliema- 
tizcd Rebecca Nurse and others, after their 
conviction and previous to their execution, did 
all that could be done by way of reparation. 
It endeavored to erase the ignominy it had 
cast upon them, by publicly repealing and 
reversing its censures, and by recording the 
following affecting acknowledgment of its 
error. 

' March 9d, \l\it. — After the Sacrament 
a church meeting was appcunted to be at tlio 
Teacher's house, at two o'clock in the af- 
ternoon, on the sixth of the month, being 
Thursday; wi which day accordingly, Mareli 
»xth, they met to consider of the several 
particular propounded to tliem hy the 
Teacher : — viz. Isi, Whether the record 
of the excommunication of our sister Nurse, 
(all things considered,) may not be erased 
and blotted out. The result of which c(hi- 
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udentkm wu — That wbereu on tbo third 
of July, 1692, it was proposed by the elden, 
and consented to by a unanimous vote of the 
church, that our sister Nurse should be ex- 
conimunicated, she being convicted oTwitcli- 
craft by the court — and she was accordingly 
excommunicated. Since which tlie General 
Court having taken off tlie attainder, and 
the testimony on which she was convicted, 
being not now so satisfactory to ourselves and 
otJiera, as it was generally in that hour of 
darkness and temptation, and we being so- 
licited by her son, Mr Samuel Nurse, to 
erase and blot out of the church records the 
sentence of her excommunication — this 
church having the matter proposed to tliem 
by the Teacher, and having seriously con- 
sidered it, doth consent that tlic record of 
our sister Nurse's excommuiiication be ac- 
cordingly erased and blotted out, that it may 
no longer be a reproach to her memory, and 
an occasion of grief to her children. Hum- 
bly requesting that the merciful God would 
pardon whatsoever sin, error or mistake was 
in the application of that censure, and of that 
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whole ftJIair, through our tnerciAil High 
Priest, who knoweth how to have compas- 
sion on tlio ignorant, and those that are out 
of the way.' 

A similar step was taken in reference 
to Giles Cory. The same coutw was pur- 
sued, OS appears from its records, by the 
church in Salem Village, with reference to 
the excommunication of Martha Cor^'. The 
recoids of that church contain a most touch- 
ing and pungent declaration of sorrow and re- 
pentance, made thirteen years afterwards, by 
Ann Putnam, already mentioned as one of 
the principal accusers. We have reason to 
cherish the belief that the unhappy and truly 
penitent young woman was under llie influ- 
ence, at the lime of the prosecutions, of a 
sincere and complete delusion, without any 
consciousness or suspicion of error, or the 
least inclination to injure the Innocent. 

It is probable that reflecting persons would 
agree that llie jury had acted In conformity 
with tlieir obligations in convicting the per- 
sons accused. They had sworn to try lliein 
according to the law and the evidence. The 
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pear dissatisfied, after they hid becone 
unpopular, mth the occurrences in the 
Salem utitls, he looked upcm them with 
secret pleasure, and n-ould have been glad 
to have had them repealed again in Boston. 
How blind is man to the future ! The 
state of things which Cotton Mather labored 
to bring about, in order that he might increase 
his own influence over an infatuated people, 
by being reg?irded by them as mighty to 
cast out and vanquish evil spirits, and as 
able t o hold Satan himself in chains by his 
prayers and his piety, brought him at length 
into such disgrace, that his power was bro- 
ken down, and he became the object of 
public ridicule and open insult. And tlic 
excitement that had been produced for the 
purpose of restoring and strengthening the 
influence of the clerical and spiritual leaders 
resulted in efiects which reduced that in- 
fluence to a still lower pCNnt. The inti- 
mate connexion of Dr Mather and other 
prominent ministers with the witchcraft 
delusion, brought a reproach upon the clergy 
from which they have never yet recovered. 



In addition io_lhe dwigning «xertioiia of I 
amGtious ecclesiastks, and the benevolent i 
and~praiseworthy eflbrts of those whose only ' 
aim was to promote a real and tborou^ 
reformation of reli^cxi, all thojosaions of ' 
our nature stood ready to throw their con- 
centrated energy into the excitement, (as they 
ever will do whatever may be its character,) 
so soon as it became sufficiently strong to 
encour^ their action. 

The wliole foree of popular superstition, 
all the fanatical propensities of the ignorant 
and deluded multitude united with the best 
feelings of our nature to heighten the fury 
of the storm. Piety n-as ind^nant at the 
supposed rebellion gainst the sovereignty 
of God, and vna roused to an extreme of 
citation and apprehension, in witnesnng 
such a daring and fierce assault by tlie devil 
and his adherents upon the churches and 
the cause of the gospel. Virtue was shock- 
ed at the tremendous guilt of those who 
ivere believed to have entered the dialxdkal 
confederacy ; while public order and security 
stood aghast, amidst the in^ble, tlie super* 
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natund, the mfemal, and, apparently, the 
irrenstible attacks that weie making upon 
the foundations of society. In baleful 
combination with principles, good in them* 
selves, thus urging the passions into wild 
operation, there were all the wicked and 
violent affections to which humanity is 
liable. Theological bitterness, personal 
animosities, local controversies, private feuds, 
long cherished grudges, and professional 
jealousies, rushed forward, and raised their 
discordant voices, to swell the horrible din ; 
credulity rose with its monstrous and ever 
expanding form, on the ruins of truth, rea- 
son and the senses ; malignity and cruelty 
rode triumphant through tlie storm, by 
whose fury every mild and gentle senti- 
ment had been shipwrecked ; and revenge, 
smiling in the midst of the tempest, wel- 
comed its desolating wrath as it dashed the 
mangled objects of its hate along the shore. 
It would indeed be worthy the attention 
of the metaphysician and moralist, to scru- 
tinize this transaction thoroughly in all its 
periods and branches, to ascertain its causes 
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and to mark its develqMnents. There 
cannot be a doubt that much valuable in- 
struction would thus be gathered respecting 
the elements of our nature, and of society. 
But this is a study which can best be pur- 
sued by each individual observer for himself. 
I relinquish it therefore to the calm con- 
sideration and sober reflection of every one 
who has followed me in the examination 
and review now brought to a close. 

Perhaps you are ready to exclaim that 
your ancestors were at once, the greatest fa- 
natics, and the greatest barbarians the worid 
ever knew ; that they have left a darker stain 
upon our annals than is to be found else- 
where on all the records of history. And 
that, instead of being proud of such fore- 
fathers, you would rather have been the de- 
scendants of any other people. It shall be 
the purpose of the remaining lecture to 
show the unreasonableness of such exclama- 
tions. By giving a history of similar supersti- 
tious delusions and proceedings in other coun- 
tries, by tracing the progress and describing 
the state of legblation respecting witclicraft, 






i 



1 



\; 



n 

{' 






' »(J 



f 



It 



I 



nr'^f 




1 






130 

mained itandii^ during the public retding 
of die paper. 

Tlie following passage is found in liis 
diaiy under the dale of April itW, 1720, 
nearly tliirty years aftonvards. It was sug- 
gested by tlic perusal of Neal's History 
of New England. ' In Dr Neal's History 
of N. E. its nakedness is laid oitcn in riro 
businesses of tlie Quakers, Ana-baptists, 
WiiclKraft. Tlie Judges names are men- 
tioned p. 502, my confession p. 536, vol. 2. 
Tlic good and giacious God be pleased to 
save New England and me, and my fuuiily.' 

There never was a more striking and com- 
plete fulfilinenl of tlic apostolic assurance, 
tliat ibc prayer of a rigliieous man availeth 
inucli, tlittu in diis instance. God has been 
pleased in a remarkable manner to save and 
bless New England. The favor of heaven 
was Ix'stowctl u|M>n Judge Scwat) during 
the remainder of his life. He presided for 
many ycais on the very bench where he 
committed the error so sincerely dei)lored 
by him, and was regarded by all us a bene- 
factor, an oniamcnt and a blessing to his 
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genentton ; while his limily have Mijoyed 
to a liigli degree tlio protection d" Provi- 
dence from that day to this, they have 
adonicd every profession, and every depart- 
ment of society ; they have occupied the 
most elevated stations, have graced in suc- 
cessive generations the same lofty seat their 
ancestors occupietl, have been the olijccts of 
the confidence, respect and love of their , 
follow citizens, and in tliu vicinity, their 
name is associated with all that is excellent 
in the niciiiory of the |iast, and tlio observa- 
tion of the present. 

Your thoughts, my friends, have been led 
in the course of this lecture, through scenes 
of the most distressing and revolting charac- 
ter. I leave before your imaginations one 
that is bright with all the beauty of christian 
virtue. In the picture that oxhibiu Judge 
Sen-all standing forth in the house of his 
God and in the presence of his fellow-wor> 
shippers, making a public declaration of 
his sorrow and regret for the mistaken judg- 
ment he had co-o|x:rated with others in 
prenouncing, and praying that it might be 



T. 



^: 



h 







forgiven — that it nu^t not b« followed by 
evil consequences to himself, his liunily or 
liis country ; in this picture you have a re- 
presentation of a truly great and magnani- 
mous spirit, a spirit to which the divine 
influence ot our rt>lii;ioi) had given an ex- 
pansion and a lustre, that Itomau or Grecian 
virtue never knew ; a spirit that hud achiev- 
ed a greater victory lliun wairior ever won, 
a victfNy over itself; a S|)irit so noble and so 
pure that ii felt no shnnw in acknowledging 
an error, and no humiliation in atoning for an 
injury. If the coiitemplaiion of lliis bright 
example shall have iin|uned a {r|ow of 
cimilulion lo your hearts, your patience in 
listening, I am sure, will not go unrewarded. 



LECTURE IL 



The conduct of our anceaton id the 
proceedings connected with the Salem wilcb> 
eiaft delusion of 1699, canooc be jusdjr 
understood or equitably estimated, vritboat 
considering it in reference to the history and 
state of opinions icspectbg supposed com- 
pacts with supernatural bnngi, to the law 
of the land relating to witchcraft, to the 
condition of science philosophy and thecH 
logy at the lime, and to tlio general princi- 
ples of human nature and human society. As 
it was for the ^Hirpose of imparting to the mem- 
bers of this association a clear, adequate and 
fair view of tlic transoction, tliat my choice 
was ori^nally directed lo this subject, I shall 
■if 










fbrthwitb pioceed to the dkeussioa of these 
several topics so far as is necesstiy to the 
fiilfilincnt of my desifrn. 

No person who looks about him on the 
accno in which he is placed, who reflects 
upon tlie infinite n-ondcrs of creation, and 
who contemplates tlie human mind, can be 
at a losq rcs|K!ciiflf; tlie sources and causes 
of supurslition. Lei him transport liiinsclf 
bock to tlio condition of a primitive and 
uiilcitcrcd people, before wlram tlio worid 
ap|>ears in all iu original and sublime mys- 
tery. Science has not lifted to their eyes 
the curtain behind wliicl) the secret ope- 
radoas of nature arc carried on. Tliey 
observe the tides rise and fall, but know not 
the attractive law lliat regulates their move- 
ments, Tlioy contemplate the procession 
of the seasons, without any ctmccption of 
tlie principles and causes that determine and 
produce tlieir changes. They witness the 
stonn as it rises, in iu wrath ; they listen 
with awe 10 the iliunder peal, and gaze with 
sianling terror upon the lightning as it 
flashes from within the bosom of the black 



and an oneriy iprntnt lo irtiat 
power to attribute the dreadfid phenomena. 
They look upward to the ttce of the iky, 
and see the myriad stony hoau that glitter 
there, and all is to them a tn^ity maao of 
ilaxzting confusion. It is for tlieir fancy lo 
explain, interpret and Gil up the brilliant 
and magnificent accnc. 

The imagination yfoa thn farilllyi *'"* **- 
ercise of which was fthiwfly r^ntfA fty jn Mirji 
a state as this. Before sciooco had traced 
-tfae-opmRions, and unfUded tlie secrets of 
nature, man was living in a world full of 
wonder and mystery. His curiosity wo 
attracted to every object witliin tlie reach of 
liis senses, and in the absence of knowledge, 
it was imagination alone that could make 
answer to its inquiries. It is natural to sup- 
pose that he would be led to attribute all tlie 
movements and operations of tlie external 
worid which did not appear to be occasioned 
by the exercise of lib own power, or tlie 
|iower of any otlier animal, to the agency of 
supernatural bcin^. His belief ivould not 
be likely, we may also conclude, lo fix 
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upon tlw nolJon of a singlo ovenuling bong. 
Althcw^ revclalion and science have dis- 
dosed to us a bcaulifut and entire unity and 
luurmoay in the creation, it is probable tliat 
the plicnomena of tlie external world would 
impress the unenlightened and unphilosophic 
observer witli die belief that llicro u-as a 
diveriity in lira powers that caused tliciu. 
Ho would iniB^ne die agency of a being of 
an ainiuble and beneficent spirit in ibo bright 
sunsliiiic, tliu fresh breeze, and the iiiild 
tnoontii^ht ; and his fancy would suggest to 
his fears that a dark, severe and terrible 
being was in the ascendant during a day 
overshadowed by fron-ning clouds, ur a night 
black wiUi Uic stonn and torn by tlie 
tempest. 

By the aid of such reflections as these, 
wo are easily conducted to a satisfuciory 
and suilicient explanation of tlio origin of 
the mythology and fabulous su])erstitions of 
all ancient and primitive nations. From 
this the progress is ))laln, obvious and im- 
medioto to tlio pretensions of magicians, 
cUvincrs, sorcerers, conjurors, oracles, sooth- 
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akjtn, wt^an, and the whole catalogue of 
those persons who proteased to bold inter* 
course with the higher and spiritual pbwen. 
There are three classes into whuh they may 
be divided. 

There were those, who, to acquire an 
influence over the people, protended to pos- 
sess the confidence, and enjoy the fricndsliip 
and counsel of sotnc one or nioro deities. 
Such was Numa, the early bwgivcrof the 
Roman State. In order to induce tlin peo* 
pie to adopt the regulations and institutions, 
and relijpous rites ho projMjsctl, lie made 
them believe that ho liad access to a divinity, 
and received all liis plans and ideas as a 
communication from on high. 

Persona wito, in conscquenco of their 
superior acquirements, were enabled to excel 
others in any pursuit, or wlio could foresee 
and avail themselves of events in the natural 
world, were liable, without any intention to 
deceive, to be classed under some of these 
denominations. For instance, a Roman 
fanner, Furius Cresinus, surpassed alt his 
neighbors, in the skill and success mtb 
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which he loanaged his igriculturtl ifdin. 
He was accordingly accused of using maj^ic 
arts in the operations of Iiis fann. So fur 
were his neighbcH? carried by their feelings 
- of envy and jcutousy, timt they explained 
the fact of his being able to derive inore 
produce froin a small lot of land than they 
coiild front lar^ones, by charging liim with 
attracting and drawing ofTtlic productions of 
their fields into liis oivn by the cinploynient 
of rcrtain myntcrioiis cliannH. For his de< 
(cncc, an \vc are infiirincd by I'liny, he 
produceil his strong and well constructed 
ploughs, liis light and convenient spades, 
and his sun-lnimt daughters, and pointing 
to llicin exclaimed : — Here are my charms ; 
this is my magic ; ' these only are the witch- 
craft I linve used.' Zoroaster, the great 
philosopher and astronomer of the ancient 
East, was charged with divination and magic, 
merely, it is probable, because he jkisscss- 
ed uncommon acquirements. 

There were persons who liad acquired an 
extraordinary ammmt of natural knowledge, 
and, for the sake of being regarded •nthwon- 
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der and awe by tlie people, pretended to ob- 
tain their superior endowments from super- 
natural beings. Tlicy affected the raniQ 
and character of sorcerers, diviners and 
soothsayers. It is easy to conceive of the 
early existence, and the great influence of 
such impostors. Patient observation, and 
often mere accident would suggest dis- 
coveries of the existence and operaticm of 
natural causes in producing phenomena be- 
fiiru ascribed to superhuman agency. The 
knowledge thus acquired woidd be cautiously 
concealed, and cunningly used, to create 
astonishment and win admiration. Its for- 
tunate [lossussors were enabled to secure the 
confidence, obedience, and even reverence of 
the benighted and deceived people. 

Let us suppose, for instance, that some 
person belonging to ao ignorant and su- 
perstitious tribe, had received infommtion 
through the channel of secret tradition, or 
had ascertained by a lucky conjecture, or by 
profound reflection and calculation, the very 
minute, or hour, or day, within which a 
solar eclipse would uke place. How easy 
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would it be fix- that penoa to iiuluce the 
whole community lo bdiere him to be in 
secret connexion with the higher powen, 
uid to enjoy the con6dentitd intercourse of 
the deities who rule the world. Let ua 
suppose that he gives out word in an oracu- 
lar and mysterious manner, that in conse- 
quence of the unwillingness of the people 
torcccive law rnHn him as from their righlliil 
sovereign, or their true prophet and priest, 
his friends and protwtors, tlio higher jfowcrs, 
would, at a specified time, withdraw the light 
of the sun and leave them to dwell in a 
world of eternal niglit, or ilissolvo the sys- 
tem of the universe. His threat miglit not 
at first be regarded ; perhaps it would be 
laughed to scorn. Many, however, would be 
in suspense, and wait in anxious doubt the 
approach of the day that was lo determine 
its truth. On tliat day tlie sun would rise as 
bright, perhaps brighter, than usual, it would 
mount through a clear sky with undiminbhed 
and glowing radiance up toward the highest 
heaven. The whole people would watch 
its course with solicitous attention, and as it 



moved QO ateadily and triumphantly in its 
accustomed path, tbe belief tliat the predic- 
tion was about to prove &Ise would gain 
streogtli in their minds. Hie pretended 
prophet would pass round amcmg them with 
a calm complacency of demeanor that indi- 
cated entire confidence, and a fcelii^ of 
satisfaction in the doom tliat was about to fall 
U|xm lltose who had denied his authority, 
derided lib pretensions, and scorned his 
power. 

Soon, Inwcvcr, a cliango would bc^ to 
be discerned in the aunosplicrc, the gazers 
would exclaim, that the sun was dissolving, 
that its disk was breaking and its whole face 
disappearing from the heavens. TIio ter- 
ror and awe of tlie people would spread and 
deepen in every direction. The sun's rayi 
uxKild fall pole, feeble and dim upon the 
earth ; a tint of mingled blue and yelbw 
would be spread over the fading, sickening 
dying world ; the darkness of a night, even 
more awful than that which closed the pri- 
mal day of the first parents of tho human 
(amity, would gradually settle upon the earth, 










and the Mrs would begin to beam in the 
sunlesi iky. 

Tlie whole population, confounded, teiri- 
fied, and driven to djstncUon, would lush in 
penitence and despair to the presence of their 
prophet ; they would supplicate his Ibrgive- 
ness for their rebellious disregard of his au- 
thority and warnings, and would promise to 
l)(H)or, serve, revere and obey him forever, 
if lie would use liis influcnco with the higher 
pon'crs, to procure their jtardon, and to slay 
the prepress of the dissolution and ruin that 
were coining upon the worid. The dignified 
and apparently displeased impostor, ader 
much alTccted reluctance, listens to their 
request, mutters fortli some unintelligiblo 
sounds, goes through a solemn ceremony, 
looks up on high, waves his hand, and pro- 
mises, upon the condilicm that they will ac- 
knowledge the divinity of liis mission and 
yield entire obedience to him, that the sun 
shall be restored in the heavens. The grate- 
ful muttitudo await llio fiilfilmcnt of the 
promise ; and soon ilieir eyes behold the 
glonods luminary reappearing, the light of 
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day is again diffiued abroad, and the worid 
goes on in its usual course. In this manner 
was the confidence of the peoide secured 
and abused. 

The ingenuity of Columbus in availing 
hhnseir of his knowledge of an approach- 
ing eclipse of the moon to strike awe into 
the minds of the Ainerkian savages, suggests 
itself as an illustratkm of the probability 
and naturalness of tlic scene just supposed. 

Every one, indeed, wlio could discover a 
secret of nature, and keep it secret, was able 
to impose himself upon the worid as being 
allied with supernatural powers. Hence 
arose the whole host of diviners, astrologers, 
soottuayers, and oracles. After having once 
acquired possession of the credulous faith of 
the people, they could impose upon them 
almost without limit. 

Those who pretended to hold this kind of 
intercourse with divinity, became as a natu- 
ral consequence, the priests of tho nalKMi, 
cCMisiituted a distinct and regular profession, 
and perpetuated their body by the admission 
of now members, to whom they explained 
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ill tbor iru, tnd eommiuiieated all their 
knowlet^e. While thej' nera contlniultjr 
discovering tnd applying the secret priod- 
ples nnd laws of nature, and the people were 
kept in utter ignorance and darkness, it b no 
wonder that ihey reached a great and un- 
paralleled degree of power over llie mass of 
the populalioD. In ttib manner we account 
ibr the origin, and trace tlie history of tho 
Chaldean priests in Assyria, the Brahmins 
of India, llic Alagi of Persia, the Oiucles of 
Greece, the Augurs of Italy, the Druids of 
Uritain, and the Fowaws, Prophets or ' Me- 
dicim* OS they sonietimus called them, 
ainiHig our Indians. 

Tlic progress of the Christian reli^on has 
overthrown the power of these impostors in 
all civilized countries, and we can only liere 
and there discern the vestiges and remnants 
of them, in wandering jugglers, ventriloquists, 
and fortune tellers. 

It is probable that the witches mentioned 
in the Scrii)turcs were of this description. 
Neither in sacred nor profane ancient history 
do we find what was understood in the days 
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(^ our uoeMon bj witebcnA, which, h |^ 
beoi mentioned in the prenoui lecture, ntBiiit 
A formal and actual compact with tbs p«at 
prince of evil bein^ Tlie aoiceiy of an- 
tiquity coDssted in pretending to poase aa cer- 
tain mysterious charms, and to do by their 
means, or by the cooperation of superiiu- 
inan spirits, witliout any reference to tbdr 
character as eril or good beings, wliat tran- 
scends the action of mere natural powers. 

The witch of Endor, for instaiKe, was a 
conjurer and necromancer, ratlier tlian a 
witcb. Ily referring to die xxviii cliap. 1 
Samuel, where the interview between her and 
Suul is related, you will find that there is no 
ground &x the opinion that tho being from 
wlKMn she pretended to receive licr mysteri- 
cNis |iowcr was Satan, and if it was not Satan, 
of course she was not a witch. Suit, as die 
ruler of a people, win enjoyed tlie peculiar 
and exclusive govcmineiit and protection of 
the true God, bad forbidden, under tho 
suiictiun of tl>e highest iwnalties, the eaercise 
of the arts of divination and sorcery within 
lib jurisdiction. Soiiiu time after tlus, tlie 
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unlbrtunale monatcb wu orertikeo bj' tiou- 
ble and distress. His enemies had risen up 
and were gatliered in fearful strength aroiHid 
him. His ' heart grcaUy trembled ;* a dark 
and gloomy presentiment came over his spir- 
it, and hia b<»oin was convulsed by on agony 
of soliciiuilc. He turned toward his God 
for liglit Olid strength. He applied lor re- 
lief to tile priests of the altar, and to the 
propheu of llic most High; hut his praycn 
were not aiisivcrt-d and his elToTts were vain. 
In his sorrow and apjirchciision he appealed 
to a woman who was reputcil to have super- 
natural iiowcrs, und to hold communion with 
spirinial beings ; thus violating his own law 
and departing from duly and fidelity to lib 
God. He begged her lo recall Satnuel lo 
life, that lie might be comforted and instruct- 
ed by him. She pretended to comply with 
his request ; hut before she could commence 
her usual mysterious o|>crations, Samuel 
arose ! And the forlorn, wretched and heart- 
broken king listened lo his ircmcndous doom, 
as it was uttered by the spirit of the departed 
prophet. 
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1 have alhided particulariy to the witeh of 
Endor, because she will serve a* a ipeci- 
roen and mstanoe of the aorcCTy or divina- 
tion of andquity. Slw was probably poa- 
sessed of aome secret knowledge of natural 
properties, was skilful in the use of her arts 
and pretended charms, had perliaps the pe- 
culiar powen of a vcntribquist, and by suc- 
cessful imposture, hud acquired an uncom- 
mon degree of notoriety and the entire cwifi- 
dence of the public. She professed to be 
in alliance with supernatural beings, and by 
their assbtance to raise the dead. 

Tliis passage lias affwded a topic lor a 
great deal of discussion among interpreters. 
It seems to me on the lace of the narrative 
to suggest the following view of tlie trans- 
action. The woman was an impostor. 
Wlien she summoned the spirit of Samuel, 
instead of the results of her magic lantern or 
of whatever contrivances she may liave had, 
by the immediate agency of the Almighty, 
the spirit of Samuel really rose, to the con- 
sternation and Iwrror of tlie pretended ne- 
crouiBDcer. Tlie writer appears to have in- 
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dicated thit this is the proper intwi»etttion 
of the scene, by saying, * that when the wo- 
man saw Samuel, she cried with a loud vtuce ;' 
thus ^ving evidence of alarm and suqiriso 
totally difierentirom the deportment of such 
pretenders on such occasimu ; they used 
rather to exhibit joy at the success of their 
arts, and a proud composure and dignified 
complacency, in the control they were be- 
lieved to exercise over the spiriu that ap- 
peared to have obeyed their call. Sir Wal- 
ler Scoli takes thb view of the transacticm. 
His oinnion, it is true, would be considered 
nHJre important in any other department 
than that of biblical interpretation ; on all 
questions, however, connected with the spi- 
ritual world of £mcy and with its histoiy, lie 
must be allmved to speak, if not with the 
authority, with the tone of a master. Tills 
wonderful author in the infinite profusion 
and variety of his productions, has recently 
written a volume upon Domonology and 
Wiiclicraft; it is of course entertaining and 
instructive, and I would recommend it to all 
who are curious to know the capacity and 



to mtneas the operations of the human k»> 
agination. 

It will be regprded by iotctligent and 
judicious persons, as a circumstance of im- 
portaoce m reference to tlie view now pveo 
of tin transaction, in which tbe witch of 
Eiidur acts tlte leading part, tlmt Hu^ Far- 
mer, beyond all question, llio most learned, 
discreet and profound writer on such sub- 
jects, is inclined to throw the weight of his 
aullKvity in iu favor. His ample and 
elaborate discussion of tlic fiuestion is to 
be seen in liis work on Miracles, cliap. iv. 
sec. II. - 

Among the lieatlien nations of antiquity 
the art of divimilion consulted to a great de- 
gree in tlieinagicalusoofmysteriouschanns. 
Many jilonls were considered as possessed of 
wonderful virtues, and tliero u-as scarcely a 
limit to the supposed power of tliose persons 
who know liow to use and appl)- tlieni skil- 
fully. Virgil in his eighth eclogue tlius 
speaks of tliis species of sorcery — 
' ThcM bertM did Hsrb rWo to mc 

And paiMni pluckt U Poniu*, 
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For lh«N (ha; grow ud BBh^Ha 

And do not n unongit (U ; 
With UtM* iha nude benelft becena 

A KOlft, and hid hlr iQ the wood, 
Bbe felcbt up mhiIi out oTttMlr tooaa. 

Removing come from where U Hood.'* 

In the fourth ^neid, the lovesick Tyritn 
queen is thus made to describe the maae 
which was then believed to be practised. 

' Rejoice,' ihe nld, • lutracted fron >bora. 
My lover I thall gain or loaa my lova, 
Nigh riling Atki, neit the (tiling lun 
Long (ract* of Etblopian dimatei run ; 
There a Muayljan prieiloM I have found. 
Honored Tor ago, Tor mi|;lc arte rvDowit'd; 
Th' Heiperian temple wu her truitcd eara, 
Twae ahe nippiied the wakeful dngoa'e fare, 
She, poppy-Meda la honey taught to etcep, 
Reclaim'd hi* rage, and footh'd him into alaey ; 
She walch'd the (olden fruit. Iler chanaauabiod 
The chaini of love, or fix them on the wM ; 
She itopa the torrent, leaves the cbonnot dry. 
Repel* Ihe itaT*, and backnard bean the aky, 

' ' Hae herbaa. alque haec Ponto milii lecta veuna 
Ime iledit Maria ; niwuntur pluriraa Ponlo. 
Jii» ego aaepe lupiim fieri, ci lu condero ailvla, 
Moerin, aaepo aniiou iniii eicire lepulcrla 
AUiue laUa alio viJi (raduccre meaiU.' 



Tha.fitnlagMrtkraballainUhKcall, 
Pak ghoata meant, aad Mowtlaln adhaa fcH.** 

Tibullus in the second Elegy of hia first 
book ^ves the followbg account d'the pow- 
ers ascribed to a magician. 

• Bba plncka aaeb atar oat af hi* (hraoa 
And Inmath back (he raging wavaa, 
With charm* abe make* th* aaitb lo cnaa, 
And rabetb aoub out of Ihelr giavaa ; 
- She buma aaan'a bonea a* with a fira 
And pulleth down the Ughta of Heavaa, 
And makea it andw at her deaira 
E'en in Iha midat of aummer aeaaoo.'! 

*■ Invent, geraaiM, *iam, gratare aorori, 
Ituae mlhi reddit eura, vol eo id* aolvat iwaat f . 
OceanI finem iuxli, lolcniquo cadontea 
UlUmiia Aelliiopuiu locui eit. ubi maximiu AUm 
Amid bumero lorquet, atelli* anlonlibua aMnnk 
Hioc mihi raaiayl« ganiia uonatraia laraMo* 
Heaparldum tcnipll euiloi, epula«)iJa drjcool 
Quae dabal, et aacto* acrvabat in arbore raoMa 
Spargaoe buraiila mella, aoporlferumque papavar. 
Hace *e carmlnibue promiltit wtvcre mentia 
Quaa velit, art allia dura* Immiltero curaa ; 
Bialere iquam fluvlia.el vertero nldera rctiVt 
NaclurnoM|U0 ciet manU ; inupre vUebU 
Subpedibuiterram, el deaccnderen>ontlhii*atMi>* 



a haec rapid! carmine alatll Iter, 
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Those views coatinucd to hcdd undisturbed 
dominion over tlie i»cople during a tong suo 
cession of centuries. As the twiliglu of the 
dark ages began to settle upon cliristendom, 
su|)erstilion, that iiigiit blooming plant, grew 
witb increased rapidity find spread itself over 
the surface of the world. Wiiile everything 
else dK)oi»cd and witliorcil, it struck deeiwr 
its roots, spread wider its branches and 
brought Ibrtli more abundantly its fruit. 
The unnumbered fublcs of Greek and Roman 
mythology, the arts of angury, and divination, 
the visions of oriental romance, the fiuiciful 
and altcnuuied theories of the later pliiloso- 
phy, the absiract and spiritual doctrines of 
Platonism, and all (he grosser and wilder 
conceptions of the northern conquerors of 
the Roman Empire, became mingled toge- 
ther in the faith of the iniiabitanis of the 
European kingdoms. From this multifarious 

Hmc nnlu finditque kiIudi minesque MpulcrU 

Elicit ct Icpiilo Jcvocat oiiB roga. 
Jam ciet iiituinas magico itridoro catorvu; 

Jam jiibel a^'ipcrnai lacte rtferre pedom 
Qiiumlihol, hact' triili ilcpclkt nuliila coelo; 

^uum liU:t. Kslivo coiivocal orbc nivci.' 



combbatioD, the infinitely nrioue populw 
superstitions of the modem nationt have 
sprung. 

We first begin to trace the clear outlinet 
of the doctiine of witclicraft, correctly un- 
derstood, about the time of the christian era. 
It has been seen that it pre-supposes the 
belief of the devil. 1 shall not enter upon 
the disputed questwn, whether the scriptures 
property interpreted, require the belief of the 
cxbtence of such a being. The voice of 
theological controversy must never be heard 
within Ih'is peaceful haU— but directing our 
attention solely to profime sources of infor- 
mation, we discover the heathen oripn of the 
belief of the existence of the devil in the an- 
cient system of oriental philosophy. Early 
observers of nature in the East, were led to the 
conclusion tliat the world was a divided em- 
pire, and that it was ruled by the alternate or 
simultaneous energy of two great antogpnist 
principles or beings, one perfectly good, and 
the other perfectly bad. It has been for a 
induced to encourage and turn to their own j \ 
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long time, as it probably is at this day^ the 
prevailing faith among christians that the 
Bible teaches a similar doctrine, and that it 
presents to our adoration and obedience a 
being of infinite perfections, in the Deity ; 
and to our abhorrence and our fears, a being 
infinitely wicked, and of great power in the 
Devil. 

The natural and ultimate cflfect of the 
diflusjon of Christianity was to overthrow or 
rather to revolutionize the whole system of 
incantation and sorcery. In heathen coun- 
tries, as in the East at present, no reproach 
or sentuncnt of disapprobation was neces- 
sarily connected with them, for the super* 
natural beings with whom the professors of 
those arts pretended to have intercourse, 
were not, with a few exceptions, regarded 
as evil beings. Tiie persons who were 
thought to be skilful in their use were on the 
contrary held in great esteem, and looked 
upon with reverence. Magicians and phi- 
losophers were convertible and synonymous 
terms. Learned and scientific men were 
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advantage the popuhur credulity that aaciibed 
their extraordinary skill lo their coonexioii 
with spiritual and divine beings. At length, 
however, they found themselves placed in a 
very uncomfortable predicament by the pre^ 
valence of the christian doctrines. It was 
exceedingly difficult to dispel the delusbn, 
and correct the error they had previously 
found it for their interest to perpetuate in the 
minds of the community. They could not 
convince them that their knowledge was ac- 
quired from natural sources, or their opera- 
tions conducted solely by the aid of natural 
causes and laws. The people would not 
surrender the belief that the results of 
scientific experiments, and the accuracy of 
predictions of physical phenomena were 
secured by tlie assistance of supernatural 
beings. 

As the doctrines of the gospel gradually 
undermined the popular belief in other 
spiritual beings inferior to the Deity, and 
were at the same time supi^osed to teach the 
existence and extensively diffused energy of 
an almost infmite and omnipotent agent of 
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eva. it was exceedingly iwtunl, nay, it 
pecCTwrily ibllowed, tliat the same credulity 
and supendtipo which had ted to the suppo- 
ntioa oT an alliance between philosopben 
and s[Hriliial beings, tlKiuld settle down into 
a full convicbon liiat tlie devil was the being 
with wIkhii they were thus confederated. 
The consequence was tljat they were charg- 
ed with witchcraft, and niany fcll victims to 
the ^oeral prejudice and aWrorrcnce occa- 
sioned by die imputation. Tlie influence of 
tilts sute of things was soon seen ; it was 
one of tlie roost efleciual causes of llie rapid 
division of knowledge b modem times. 
Philosoplien and men of science became as 
anxious to explain and publish their discov- 
eries as they bad been in fonncr ages to 
conceal and cover ibcm with mystery. Tlic 
following instances will be sulTicient to iilus- 
uate ll«: correctness of these views. 

In tlie ihirtecmh century, Roger Bacon 
was charged wiili witchcraft on account of 
his discoveries in optica, clifinislry and as- 
tronomy, and altlKNigh he did what he could 
to circulate and explain bis own acquire- 
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inents, he could not escape a papal deam^ 
cbtion, and two long and painful improon- 
inents. In 1305, Arnold de ViUa Nova, a 
learned physician ami philosopher was burned 
at l*adua, by order of inquintors, on the 
charge of witclicraft. He was ei^ty years 
of age. Ten years afterwards, Peter Apon 
also of Padua, who had made extraordinary 
progress in knowledge, was accused of the 
same crime, and condemned to death ; he 
cxiMred previous to tlie liiiio appointed for 
his execution. 

1 will now present a brief sketch of the 
prosecutions lor wiichcraft, tliat took place 
prcvioiLt to llic close of llic seventeenth ceiK ■ 
tiir}-. Some writers have coin|iuled that thirty 
tliousand persons were excctited for ihn sup- 
posed crime, within one hundred and fifty 
years. It will of course be in my power to 
mention only a few imtaiices. 

In 148-1, Pojk; Initoccnl llie Eighth, issued 
a bull encouraging and rcfjuiring the arrest 
and punishment of persons sus[>cctcd of 
witclicralu From ihb momeni, ihe praae- 
cutions became frequent and the victims ou- 
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merous In every country. Tlie veiy next 
year, fiurtyone aged females were cons'^ncd 
to the flames in one nation, and not long af- 
ter one hundred were bunicd by one iiuiiiisi- 
tkui, in tlio dcvolci! valleys of PiedinuiU ; 
fortyciglit were burned in Havcnsburg in five 
years, and in tlie year 1515, five hundred were .' 
biinicd at (icncva in three months! One 
writer declares tliat ' utmost an infuiitc num- 
ber' were bunicd Ibr wltclicrart in France,' — 
one thousand in a 5in;j;le diocese ! These san- 
guinary and horrible transactions were pro- 
moted and sanctioned by theological hatred 
and rancor. It was soon jicrccived that 
there was no kind of dilliculiy in clearing the 
church of heretics, by hanging or burning 
them all as witches! Lutlicr was just begin- 
ning his attack uion the pa|>at jn^cr, and 
he was instantly accused of bcii)^ in con- 
federacy witli the devil. 

In I53'l, Elizabeth Barton, ' the maid of 
Kent,' was executed for wilchcrafl in Eng- 
land, ti^elhcr with seven uieii ivlio had been 
confederate with her. In 1541, the (^1 of 
llungerford was beheaded for inquiring of a 
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witch bow loi^ Henry V] 11. would live. In 
1549, it was made the duty of Bishops, hy 
Archbbliop Cranmer's articles of visitation, 
to inijuire of their clei^, whether 'tliey 
know of any tliat use charms, sorcery, on- 
chantincnis, witeltcraft, soothsaying at may 
like craft invented by the devil.' In \BS!i, 
the king of Sweden carried fourwilclics with 
him, 09 a part of his armament, to aid liim in 
his wars willi the Danes. In 1516, seven- 
teen or eighteen were condemned in Essex, 
in England. A single judge or inquisitor, 
Itemigius, condemned and burned nine hun- 
dred within fifteen years, from 1560 to 1595, 
in the single district of Lorrain, as many 
more fled out of the country ; whole villages 
were depopidaleil, and fifteen persons de- 
stroyed themselves rather than submit to the 
torture, which under the adminbtration of 
this successor of Dmco and rival of Jeflrics, 
was the first step taken in the trial of an ac- 
cused person. The application of tlie rack 
and other instruments of lonnent, in the ex- 
amination <^ prisoners, was recommended 
by him in a work on witclicraft. He oh- 
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serves that * scaredy any one was known to 
be brought to repentance and confession but 
by these means!' 

The most eminent persons of the sixteentli 
centiury were behevers in tiie popular sui)ersti- 
tion res{)ecting the existence of compacts 
between Satan and human beings, and tJie 
notions associated with it. The excellent 
Melancthon was an interpreter of dreams and 
caster of nativities. Luther was a strenuous 
supporter of tlie doctrine of witchcraft, and 
seems to liavc seriously believed that he had 
had frequent interviews with the arch enemy 
himself, and had disputed with him on points 
of theology, face to face. In his ^ Table 
Talk,' he gives the following account of his 
intimacy with the devil : speaking of his 
confinement in the castle of Wartburg, ho 
says, < among other things they brought me 
hazel-nuts, which I put into a box, and 
sometimes I used to cmck and eat of them. 
In the nisjlit times, my gentleman, the devil, 
came and got the nuts out of the l)ox, and 
cracked them against one of the bed-posts, 
making a very great noise and rumbling 




n 



•«P«MftMi 



•» .- .. 




t^ , 



i 






161 



about my bed, but I reg^ed him nothing at 
all ; when afterwards I begsm to slumberi then 
bo kept such a racket and rumbling upon 
tlie chamber stairs, as if many empty bar- 
rels and hogsheacb had been tumbled down/ 
Kepler, whose name is immortalized by 
being associated with the laws he discovered 
that regulate tlie orbits of the heavenly bodies, 
was a zealous advocate of astrolog)^ and h'ls 
great predecessor and niaster^ the Prince of 
Astronomers, as he is called, Tyclio Brahe, 
kept an idiot in his presence, fed him from 
his own table, with his own hand, and listened 
to his incoherent, unmeaning and fatuous 
expressk>ns as to a revelation from the spi- 
ritual world. 

The following is the language addressed 
to Queen Elizabeth, by Bishop Jewell. 
He was one of the most learned persons of 
his age, and is to this day regarded as the 
mighty champion of the church of England, 
and of the cause of the refonnation in Great 
Britain. He was the terrible foe of Ronian 
Catholic su^)erstition. < It may please your 

Grace,' says he, ' to understand that witches 
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and sorcerers within these lour last jreara, 
are marvellously increased within your 
Grace's realm ; your Grace's subjects pine 
away even unto tlie death; theircolor Cideth, 
their flesh rotteth, their speech u benumbed, 
their senses arc berefi. I pny God,' con- 
Unues the courtly preacher — 'they never 
practise further than upon the subject.' 
The petition of the polite prelate appears 
to have been answered. 1^ vir^n queen 
resisted inexorably tlic arts of all cliaimers, 
and is thought never to have been bewitched 
in tier life. 

It is probable that Spenser in his * Faerie 
Qiiecne' has described wiili accuracy iho 
witch oftlie sixteenth century ui the following 
beautiful lines — • 



1 ^1 



■ T^ere in t gloomy hollotr glen she found 
A Ul(l« coirage buill of iticki aod weedei, 
^ In homely wUc. ind wild with wmI« anHiiMl 
\ In which a witch did dwell, in loUhly weedM, 

\ And wilful want, all carelesiof her noedes; 
^^ So cboMiiiK aolitarie to abide 
r Far rrora all nelglibon, that her deviliih deedef, 
\ And hellish arts from people she might hido, 
\ And hurt far olfuDlcDownc whomever aheenvMa.' 
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So protie were the peopla to indulgp In 
the coatemptatioo of the ^enoy of the 
devil and hb myrniidoos, that they Hrained 
and violated and perverted the language of 
scripture to make it speak of them. Thus 
they insisted that the word Philistines meant 
ctHifoderates and subjects of tlie devil, and 
accordingly interpreted the expression— * I 
will deliver you into the hands of the Philis- 
tines/ thus — 'I will deliver you into the 
hands of denKins.' 

1 cannot describe the extent to which the 
superstition we are reviewing was carried 
about the close of the sixteenth century ui 
stronger language than tlip following, from ■ 
candid and learned French Roman Catholic 
histori&n — ' So great felly,' says he — 'did 
then oppress the miserable world, that cliris- 
tians believed greater absurdities tlian could 
ever he iinposcd upon the heatliens,' 

We have now arrived at tlie conunence- 
rnent of the seventeenth century, witliin 
which the prosecutions of witcltcraft locJc 
place in Salem. Tosliow the opinions of the 
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clergy of the Englisli cliurch at tliis time, I will 
quote the following curious canon made by 
the convocation in 1603. 

<Tl)at no minister or ministers, without 
license and direction of the Bishop, under 
his hand and seal obtained, attempt ui)on any 
pretence whatsoever either of Possession or 
Obsession, by fasting and prayer, to cast out 
any devil or devils, under pain of the hn- 
putation of Im|)osture or Cozenage, and 
deposition from the ministry.' — In the same 
year a license was actually granted, as re- 
quired above, by the Bishop of Chester, 
and several ministers were duly authorized 
by him to cast out devils ! 

During this whole century there were trials 
and executions for witchcraft in all civilized 
countries. More than two hundred were 
liangcd in England, thousands were burned in 
Scotland, and still larger numbers in various 
parts of Europe. 

Edward Fairfax, the {X)ct, was one of 
the most accomplished men in England. 
He is celebrated as the translator of Tasso's 
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< Jerusalem Delivered,' in alhision to which 
work Collins thus sjieaks of him : 

• How hare I site while piped the pensive wind 
To hear thy harp, hy BrilUhFtlrfix eUung, 

PrevailiDg poet, whose uodouhtlni; mind 
Believed the magic wonders that he sung.* 

This same Fairfax prosecuted six of his 
neighbor for bewitching his children. — Tlie 
trials took place about the time the first 
pilgrims came to America. 

In 1634, Urbain Grandier, a very learned 
and eminent French minister rendered himself 
odious, by his moderation towards heretics, to 
the bigoted nuns of Loudun. Secretly instiga- 
ted, as has been supposed by Cardinal Riche- 
lieu, against whom he had written a satire, 
they pretended to be bewitched by him, and 
procured his prosecution ; he was tortured 
upon the rack until he swooned, and then was 
burned at the stake. In 1640, Dr Lamb of 
London, was murdered in the streets of that 
city by the mob on suspicion of witchcraft. 
Several were hanged in England only a few 
years before the proceedings commenced in 
Salem. Some were tried by water ordeal, 
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and drowned in the process in Suf&lk, Essex, 
Cambridgeshire and Noithainptonshiro, in 
England, at the very time, the executions 
were going on here. And a considerable 
number of capital punislunents took place in 
various parts of Great Britain some years 
after the prosecutions had ceased in America. 
The trials and executions in England and 
Scotland were attended by circumstances, as 
painful, as barbarous, and in all respects as 
disgraceful as those occurring in Salem, that 
were related in the fonncr lecture. Every 
S|)ccies of torture seems to have been resort- 
ed to ; the principles of reason, justice and 
humanity were set at defiance, and the whole 
body of the ]KK)ple were kept in a state of 
the most fierce excitement against the suf- 
ferers. Indeed, there is nothing more 
distressing in the contemplation of these 
sanguinary jiroceedin^s than the spirit of 
deliberate and unmitigated cruelty with 
which they were conducted. No symptoms 
of pity, compassion or sympathy ap|>ear to 
liave been manifested by the judges or the 
community. The following account of the 
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expenses attending the executkm of two 
persons convicted of witchcraft in Scotland, 
sliews in wliat a cool business-like stylo the 
affair was managed. 

For ten loads of Coals to burn them, 
For a Tar Barrel, • • . • 
ForTowes, . . • • 

For harden to be jumps for them, • 
For making of them, . 
For one to go to Finmouth for the 

to sit upon tlicir Issize as Judge, 
For tlie executioner for his pains, 
For liis expenses here, • • 
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The bi*utalizing effects of capital punish- 
ments are clearly seen in these, as in all other 
instances. They gradually impart a feeling 
of indifTerence to the «value of human life 
to all who become accustomed to the spec- 
tacle, or to the idea of cutting it off by the 
hand of violence. In various ways tliey ex- 
ercise influences upon the tone and temper 
of society, which cannot but be regarded 
with regret by the citizen, the legislator, 
the moralist, the philanthropist and the 
christian. 
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Sinclair in lib work called * Satan's invisi- 
ble world discovered/ gives the following 
affecting declaration made by one of the 
confessing witches as she was on her way to 
the stake. ^ Now all you that see me this 
day, know that I am now to die as a witch 
by my own confession, and 1 free all men, 
especially the ministers and magistrates, of 
the guilt of my blood ; I take it wholly 
u{K)n myself, my blood J)e u|K)n my own 
head; and, as I must make answer to the 
God of Heaven i)resently, I declare I am 
as free of witchcraft as any child, but being 
delated by a malicious woman, and put in 
prison uiuler the name of a witch, disowned 
by my husband and friends, and seeing no 
ground of hope of my coming out of prison, 
or ever coming in credit again, through the 
temptation of the devil, I made up that 
confession on pur|)ose to destroy my own 
life, being weary of it, and choosing rather 
to die than live.' 

Sir George Alac^kenzie says that he went 
to examine some women who had confessed, 
and that one of them, who was a silly crea- 
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ture, told him, ' under teeresie* 'tbatshebad 
not confessed because she was gMiltyi but 
being a |xx>r creature who wrought for her 
^meat, and being defamed for a witch, she 
knew she would starve, for no person there^ 
after woula either give her meat or lodging, 
and that ali men would beat her, and bound 
dogs at her, and that therefore she desired 
to be out of the world.' — Whereupon she 
wept most bitterly, and upon her knees called 
God to witness to what she said ! 

A wretch named Matthew Hopkins ren- 
dered himself infamously conspk^uous in the 
prosecutions for witchcraft that took place in 
the counties of Essex, Sussex, Norfolk and 
Huntingtlon in England in the year 1645 
and 1646. The title he assumed indbates 
the part he acted, it was * Witch-finder 
General.' He travelled from place to place, 
liis expenses were paid, and he required, in 
addition, regular fees for the discovery of a 
witch. His methods of detection were 
similar in some respects to those described 
in the former lecture, but much more barba- 
rous. Besides pricking t.ie body to find 
15 
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the witch mark, he compelled the ^retched 
and dccropid vktims of his cruel practices, 
to sit in a painful posture uiwn an elevated 
stool, with tlicir limba crowed, eLd if the/ 
persevered in refusing to confess he would 
prolong tticir torture in some cases to more 
than twcntyfour tiours ; he wr/uld prevent 
tlicir going to sleep, and flnig tliem ibout hare- 
foot over the rough ground, thus overcoming 
llicin with exircnio weariness and pain ; hut 
his favorite nicllKxl was to tie the thumb 
of the right hand close to tlie great toe of 
the left foot and draw tliem through a river 
or ])ond ; if lUcy floated, as they would be 
likely to do while their heavier tunbs were 
thus sustained and uplionie by tlie rope, it 
was considered as conclusive proof of their 
guilt. This monster was encouraged and 
sanctioned hy the government, and he pro- 
cured the death in one year and in one 
county, of more than iliree times as many as 
sufiered In Salem during the whole delusion. 
He iuid his exploits arc rcfi-rrcd to in ihe 
following lines from ili:it storc-Iiousc of 
good sense and keen wit, liutler's lludibnu. 



AhiprletlMDaTltMat. 

FtaUr «Mpow«f*d U IMM •boat 

FliHUaK raralud iritcbM oat f 

And hM ha bM within n jtmt 

Huged thrMararaafthMniaoM Airaf* 

The infiituated people looked upoo Urn 
Hopkins with admiration and astooiahineiit, 
and could only accmmt for liis success by 
tbe supposition, which we are told was gen- 
erally entertained, that lie had stoteo the 
roemotanduin book in which Satan liad ra- 
cordcd the names of all the pcisons in Eog- 
land wlw were in league witli )iim 1 

Tlie most melancholy circumstanco oon- 
necicd with the history of litis creature is, 
tliat Richard Baxter and Edmund Colamy, 
names dear and venerable in tlie estimation 
of all virtuous and pious men, were deceived 
and deluded by liiin — tlicy countenanced 
lib conduct, followed him in bis movements, 
and aided him in his proceedings. 

At length, liowever, some gentlemen, 
shocked at the cruelty, and suspicious of tike 
integrity of Ilopkins, seized liim, tied liis 
ihuinbs and toes togctlier, threw bun into a 
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pond, uid dragged him about to their heuts* 
eootent. They were rutty sati36ed with the 
lesult of the experiment. It was found that 
he did not sink. He stood condemned on 
his own principles ; and thus tlie country was 
tescued from the power of llie malicious 
impostor. 

Among the jiersons whose death Hopkins 
procured, was a venerable gray headed 
clergyman, named Lewis. He was of the 
the church of England, had been the minis- 
ter of a congregation for more than half a 
century, and was over eighty years of age. 
His infirm frame n-as subjected to ibo several 
tests, and even to llie trial by water ordeal, 
he was compelled to walkahnost incessantly 
for several days and nights, until, in the 
exhaustion of his nature, be ^vas made to 
assent to a confession (hat was adduced 
against him in court ; which however he 
disovMicd and denied there and at all times 
from the moment lie was rclcascti from the 
torments by which it was extorted from him, 
to tlio moment of bis dcalh. As he was 
about to die the death of a felon, he knew 



« 



that the rites of aepulture Kcording to dw 
fomu of his denominatioD would be denied 
to his remains. Tlie aged sufferer, it '» 
reUted, read liis own funenl service while 
(HI tlie scaflbld. Solemn, sublime, and 
aficcting as is this most admirable portion of 
the excellent ritual of the church, surely it 
was never performed midcr circumstances 
so well suited to impress with awe and 
tenderness, as when uttered by (he calum- 
nialeil oppressed and dying old man. Uax- 
ter had been tried lor sedition on (he ground 
that one of his publications contained a 
rcf)ccti<m ujKin Episcoincy, and was iin- 
priioticd for two years. It is a strikuig and 
melancholy illustratiffli of thenwral iufinnity 
of human nature, that the audior of tlie 
' Saints' Everiusting Rest' — and the ' Call to 
tlie Unconvericil,' permitted such a vengeful 
feeling against (he establishineiit to cntor his 
breast, ibat ho took pleasure and almost 
exulted ill relating the fato of (his innocent 
and aged clerg)-maii, wliom he dciioiiiinatcs 
in derision a ' Heading I'arson.' 
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No naroe in English bistoiy is te^ed 
with more respect and admiration by wise 
and virtuous men, than that of Sir Matthew 
Hale. His character was almost venerated 
by our ancestors, and it lias been tlHMigbt 
tliat it was tlie influence of bis autlioiity, 
more than anything else, tliat prevailed u|»on 
tliem to pursue tlie course they adopted in 
the prosecutions at Satcni. This i;reat and 
good man presided, as Lord Chief Baron, at 
tlie trial of two females, Amy Dunny and 
Rose Cullender, at Dtiry St Edmunds, in 
Suflblk, in the year 1604. Tlioy were con- 
victed and executed. 

llantcr relates the following circumstance, 
OS liaving occurred at this trial. ' A f^odly 
minister, yet living, silting by to see tme of 
tlte ^ris, (who appeared as n witness against 
the prisoners,) in her fits, suddenly felt a 
force pull one of the hooks from his breeches ; 
and wliilc he looked wiili wonder at what 
was become of it, the tomiontcd p,\r\ vomited 
it up out of her mouth.' 

To give an idea of the nature of the tes- 
timony upon which the jmiicipal strcsH was 



laid bjr the government, I wiU extract the 
following passages firom the repoR of the 
trial. < Robert Sbeningham testified that 
tlie Bxletree of his can happening, in past- 
ing to break some part of Rose Cullender*! 
bouse, in her anger at it, slie vehemently 
tliteatcned him, his Itorses sliould suffer for 
it ; and within a aliort time all his lour liorses 
died ; after which he sustained many other 
losses in tlio sudden dying of his cat- 
tle. He was also taken with a lameness in 
his limbs ; and so far vexed with lice of on 
extraordinary number and bigness, that no 
art could binder the swarming of them, till 
lio burnt up two suits of api»rcl.' ■ Mar- 
garet Arnold testifleil that Amy Dunoy af- 
flicted her children ; tliey (the children) she 
said, would see mice ruiming round tho 
iKMse, and when they caught them and 
threw them into the fire, they would screech 
fNit like raU.' ' A tlilnj; like a bee flew at 
tlie face of the younger child, the child fell 
into a lit and at last vomited up a twopenny 
nail, with a brood head, aOimiing that tlie 
bee brouglii this nail and Ibrced it into her 
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r I mouth.' < She one day caught an invisiUe 

' ' mouse and throwing it ioto llio fire, it flash- 

ed like to gunpowder. Nono besides the 
child saw tlie mouse, but every ooe saw the 
flash!' 

In this instance we perceive tlie influence 
ft of prejudice in perverting evidence. Tlie 

■ clicuinstanco ttmt tlie inouso was invisible to 

J all eyes but tliosc o( ibc child, ought to liave 

1 satUficd the court and jury, tlrnt she was 

cither under llic |>owcr of a delusion, or prac- 
tliiing an ini)iosturc. But as they were 
prcdbposed lo find soiiielliliig su]M>nialural 
^V^ in tlie traiisaction, tlicir iiiiiida seized uiwo 
>\^^ ^^ ilio pretended invisibility of the mouse 03 
I ^-^w iy conclusive proof of diabolical agency. 
I , '• Many i>crsoiis wlio were present express- 

I; ' ed tlic opinion thai the isisiic of the trial 

would have been favorable to the prisoners, 
had It not l>een fur the foltonlng circum- 
stance. Sir Thomas Browne, a physiciiui, 
philosopher and .scholar of unrivalled celeb- 
rlly at that lliue, liappciicd to be u(xjn the 
ajK)!, and it was the iiiii\ ei^sal wish iliat he 
slMuld he calleil ujkhi the siaiid, and bis 
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^Monobe obtuned on the eenml aul^ 
of witchcraft An enthuuaitki contempCH 
rary admirer of Sir Thomas Browne, thus 
describes htm. ' The horizon of tus under- 
standing was much larger than the hemi- 
sphere of the world ; all that was vinUe In 
the heavens he ctHnprehcndcd so well, that 
few that are under them knew so much, and 
of the earth he had such a minute and ex- 
' act geographical knowledge, as if he had 
been by Divine Providence ordained sur- 
veyor general of the wliole terrestrial globe 
and its products, minerals, plants and ani- 
mals.' His memory .is suted to have been 
inferior only to that of Seneca or Scaliger, 
and he was reputed master of seven lan- 
guages. Dr Johnsui wIm has written hit 
bk^raphy, sums up hb cliaracler in the fol- 
lowing terms. ' But It Is not on the praises 
of others, but on his own writing, that he 
is to depend for the esteem of posterity ; of 
which bo will not easily be deprived, while 
leanilng shall have any reverence among 
men ; for there is no science in which he 
does not discover soino skill, and scarce any 





kind of knowledge, profane or Mored. tb- 
stnise or elegant, which he does not appear 
to litvo cultivated with success.' 

Sir TIkmims Browne vna considered by 
those of his own generation to have made 
peat advances beyond tlie wisdoin of lus 
i^. He claimed the character of a refonn- 
er, and gave lo his imncipal ptihlicalion llm 
lillo of an ' En(iuiry into Vulgir Errws.* 
So h(Ad and free were his sjieculations tliat 
he was looked u|ion invidiously by many as 
a daring Innovator, and did not escape tliC 
denunciatory imputation of heresy. Nothing 
could be more unjust, Iwwevcr, than thb 
Utter charge. Ho was a most anient and 
xealous believer in the doctrines of tho es- 
ublished church. He declares * that he as- 
sumes the lionorablc stylo of a Christian,* 
Dot because ' it is the religion of his coun- 
try,' but because, ' having in his riiicr ycam 
and confirmed jiid^nient, seen and exam- 
ined all, lu: fiu<U him^>lf obliged, by the 
principles of grace, aiid the law of lib own 
reason, to embrace nu oilier name but this.' 
He exulu and ' blesses lilnisclf, tliut ho liv- 



ed not in the days of mindes, when fiiith 
had been thnist upon hiro ; but enjoys that 
pfMcr blessing pronounced to all that be- 
lieved and saw not ; nay, ho goes so &r u 
to say, that they only had tho advanuge of 
a bold and noUo liiith, wlw lived before the 
coming of the. Saviour, and upon obscure 
prophecies and mystical types, could nise a 
belief* The fiict that such a man was ac- 
cused of infiitelity is anafleciing proof of tlie 
injustice that is sometimes done by the judg- 
ment of contemporaries. 

This proiligy of learning and philosophy 
went into court, took tho stand, and declare 
ed his opinion in favor of the reality ofwitch- 
crafi, entered into a particular discussion of 
tlie subject before tho jury, threw the wMe 
weight of his great name into tlie wavering 
scales of justice, and the ))oor women were 
convicted. Tlie aulliority of Sir Thomas 
Ilrowne, added to the other evidence |>er- 
plexcd Sir Matthew Hale. A reporter of 
the (rial s.iys, 'that it iiiadc this great and 
good man duublfiil, but be was in sucli lean 
and prorcedcd with such caution, that he 
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would not M much u ntm up the endenM* 
but left it to the jur^ with pnyera, 'that the 
great God of Heaven would direct their 
heaits in tliat weiglity matter.' 

Tlie result ot this important trial estab- 
Ushed decisively, the inteq>rclation of Eng- 
lisl) law, and tlie printed report of it was 
used as an authoritative text book in the 
court at Salein. 

Tlie celebrated Robert Boyle ftouriJhed 
in the latter lialf ofllic scvcntcentli century. 
He is allowed by all to have done much to> 
words the introduction of an improved phi- 
losophy and the promoti(Hi of exjicrimcntal 
•cicnce. But he could not entirely shake 
off the superslidon of his ago. 

A small city in Burgundy, called Moscon, 
was famous in the annals of wiicltcraft. In 
a work called ' The Theatre of God's Judg< 
menla,' published by Thomas Beard, in 1612, 
ID London, there is the following passage. 
' It was a very lamentable spectacle that 
chanced to the governor of Alascon, a ma- 
gician, whom llie devil sniuched up in din- 
iKr*wliile, and hoisted aloft, carrying him 
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tliree times about tlie lowaoTMaicaii in the 
presence of many belmldcrs to wlioin he 
cried on this manner, help, liolp, my friends ; 
so that tho wliole town stood amascd there- 
at ; yea, and the Fcmembrance of tlib stiange 
accident slicketh at this day fust in tlie minds 
of all the inliabiiants of this country.' A 
malicious and bigoted iiiunk wlw dischai^<d 
the ollice of chief legend-maker to the Bcn- 
cilictinc Aliltey in the vicinity of Moscon, 
fuhriculed Uiis ridiculous slory for the pur- 
\Kwc of briu^in^ tho governor into disrepute. 
An occoiml of another diabolical visitation, 
Bu;;t;este(l, it is probable, by the one just de- 
scrilted, was muud from the press during tho 
lifL'time of Itttyiv, umlcr the title of *Tlio 
Dvvil of Museon ;* he gave his saiKtion to 
tho work, |tn>niotcd lis vvn<kin into Englisli, 
an<l as lute as 1G78 piddicly declared his 
belief of the supcmatunil transaction it re- 
lated. 

Witches were consiilercd and treated as 
capital offenders by the laws of Pennsylva- 
nia and New York. Triab took place in 
both coltmics not long before the Salem 
16 
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tragedy commenced. William Penn presid- 
ed on the bench at the trial of two Swedish 
women for witclicrart, the Grand Jury acting 
according to instnictions given in a charge 
delivered by him, found bills against them, 
and they were saved only by some techni- 
cal defect in the indictment. If they had 
been conclcinncd and executed, it is prolmhle, 
as the annalist of Philadelphia su;i;s;ests, that 
a sccMie similar to tlint exhihiteil here would 
have lieen rcronled in the history of the so- 
Ijor colony of Swedes, and Germans, and 
Dutch, and Quakers, who dwelt in the city 
of hmlherly love and the ncljoinin*; country. 
Tlicre had Imhmi trials and executions for 
witchcraft in New En{;lund previous to those 
in Salem ; fifty years before, a woman was 
liangqd for this sup|>osed crime in Charles- 
town, an<l several at different times in Con- 
necticut and other parts of the country. In 
1688 an Irish woman named Glover was ex- 
ecuted in Boston for liewitching four child- 
ren, Ix^longint^ to the family of a Mr Good- 
win. She was a Koman Catholic, was very 
ipiorant, and seems, moreover, to have been 
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cnuiy. Tlio oldest of the children was only 
about tliirteen years of age. They acted 
in the same manner as the children in Mr 
Parris* family described in the previous lec- 
ture. The most ex|>erienced jihysiciaos pro- 
uoimeed them bewitched. Their conduct, 
as it is related by Cotton Mather, was indeed 
very extraordinary. At one time they 
would bark like dogs, and then again they 
would purr like cats. * Yea,* says he, * they 
would fly like geese and be carried with an 
incredible swiftness, having but just their 
toes now and then u|)on the ground, some- 
times not once in twenty feet, and their arms 
waved like the winj^s of a bird.' 

One of the children seems to have had a 
genius scarcely inferior to that of Master 
Burke himself ; there was no jiart nor jms- 
sion she coidd not enact. She would com- 
plain that the old Irish woman had tied an 
hivisible noose round her neck and was chok- 
ing her, and her complexion and features 
would instantly assume the various hues and 
distortions, that would be natund to a |)erson 
in such a predicament. She would declare 
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oftbediurch of England. The infill little 
^ri worked with great success upon this pre* 
judice. She pretended to be very ftxid of 
the book of Common Prayer, and called it 
her Bible ; it would iclicve tier of her suficr- 
ings in R moment to put It into her bands ; 
while she could not read a word of the 
scriptures in the Bible, she could read them 
very easily in this prayer-book ; but she could 
not read tlie Lord's prayer even in th'is licr 
Givoriie volume. All these things went far 
to sirengllien the conviction of Dr Mather, 
that she was in league with the devil, for 
this was the only explanation tlial could be 
given to satisfy his niinil of her partiality to 
the productions of Quakers, Catholics and 
Episcopalians, and her aversion to t|ic llihle 
and tlie Catechism. 

She exhibited the most exquisite ingenui- 
ty in beguiling Dr Mather, by the force of a 
chum, the power of which he could not re- 
sist for a moment — flattery. He thus de- 
scribes with a complacency, but thinly con- 
cealed under the veil of affected modesty, 
the port she played in order to give the im* 
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pnaaion — wUch it wu the pMt ol^ ofhii 
amlutioo to make upcm the public mind— that 
the devil stood in special fear of his presence. 

'There 'then stood open the study of 
one belonging to tlie family, Uito which 
entering, she stood immediately on her feet 
and cried out, " They are gcme I They ara 
gone! They say that they cannot, — God 
won't let 'cm come here ! " adding a reason 
for it, which the oiviicr of the study thought 
more kind than true ! ! She would be faint 
at first, (after entering tlic holy and channed 
apartment,) and say, " She fell sniieihing go 
out of her," the noises whcieof we some- 
times heard, like tliose of a mouKe.* 

Even in her most riotous proceedings, she 
kept her eye fixed upon the Doctor's weak 
point. When he called the family to prayers, 
she would whblle, and ang, and yell, to drown 
his vcHce, would strike at him with her fist, 
and try to kick him. But her hand or fi)ot 
would alivays recoil when within an inch or 
two of his body ; thus giving the idea that 
there was a sort of invisible coat of mail, of 
heavenly temper, and proof o^imt the as- 
saults of tlie devil, around his sacred person 1 
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quickness of invention and presence of mind 
can be cultivated even in very young per- 
sonSy tlian such cases as this just related. 
It sccniSy at first, incredible, that a mere 
child could carry on such a complex piece 
of fraud and imposture, as that enacted by 
the little girl whose achievements have been 
immortalized by the famous author of the 
Magnalia. Many other instances, however, 
are found recorded in the history of the 
delusion we are discussing. 

In the year 1679, the house of Mr Morse 
of Newbury was for more than two months 
infested in a most stran;;e and vexatious 
manner ; stones were thrown through the 
windows and down the chimney ; the furni- 
ture cast out of doors ; the implements of 
cookery flew about most mysteriously from 
one end of the room to the other ; ashes 
were scattered over the food prepared for 
dinner ; the milk-|)ails were fdled with dirt 
in an unaccountable manner : the family 
consisted of a man, his wife and a little 
grandson ; they slept in the siuiie chamber. 
After retiring to bed a stone weighing luoru 
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than three pounds was letfiiUonthe stomach 
of tlie man, a box and a board were 
thrown upon them, and they were beaten 
with a bag of hops. While tlie man was at 
prayer witli hS family, he was struck on the 
back of his head with the broom, ashes were 
thrown into h'ls face, his light was blown 
out, and ho beaten in the dark with a paur 
of leatlier breeches, his hair and beard pulled 
and his body scratched. The clothes that 
covered them were violently pulled oflf the 
bed ; stones were thrown at them, and the 
man's night-cap twitched from his head 
while sitting by the fire ; a candlestk^k was 
flung at him, and he was pricked by a bod- 
kin until the blood came ; pails of water 
or whatever might happen to be near at 
hand, were emptied upon them, until they 
were * brought,' as Increase Mather observes, 
< into an uncomfortable pickle.' Cotton 
Mather and his father both relate these cir- 
cumstances in great detail as evidence of the 
terrible power of Satan. There can scarce- 
ly 1)0 a doubt, that all the trouble whk^h fell 
upon the old people and perplexeil and 
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wore thciii down Ironi week to week, tod 
(roiu iiionlli to month, was occasicmed by 
tlie n)isc1i*ievoiis contrivance and malicious 
agency of their gntndcliild. He pretended 
to siiflcr more ilian tticy ^id from the 
vexations of the dcvi^ ; he would swoon 
away, niiil a|)|)car to be distracted, would 
throw liiuiKi'ir into tlic chiiuiiey comer, and 
cry QUI dial lie was jiinched, Itilicn, &c. 
His Kiii-^iic used to hail); utii of bis mouth ; 
lie would bark and act like a d<^, and cluck 
like a lien. By his rciidy wit and great 
cminiiif;, aided by the blind and terrified 
credulity of his ^raiid[Hiroiits, he succeeded 
in eflLTlually deceiving and imposing upon 
thcin for a lon« period. Indeed, neither 
they nor tha<^ who relate the circumstances, 
sccin ever lo linvc su<:pcctcd him, but it is 
obvious lo me from llic accounts given of 
the afiiiir that he was ilie author and cause 
of all the iiitscirtef. 

Hutrhinson ^ivcs an account of a similar 
dcceptiiiii. It is rondunsed from a more 
paniruliir narrative contained in the Massa- 
chust'Ils Historical Collections, vol. 10, 
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M0.8. InthayearnMatUttletooiotbt 
county of Middlexi., t liuuily was wppowd 
lo be bewitched. ' One I. B. bad three 
daugliters, of eleven, nine ind five yeatt of 
age. Tlie eldest was a forward ^ri, and bar- 
ing read and heard many strange stories, 
would surprise the company wliere slie liap- 
nened to lie widi her manner of relating ttwm. 
I'leased willi the applause, slio went from 
stories site had beard, to some of lier own 
framing, and so on to dreams oitd visknu, 
and attained the art of swooning, and of 
being to all api>carauce for some time breath- 
less. Upon her revival she would tell of 
strange thin^ she bad met witli in this and 
other worlds. When site met wiili the 
words, God, Christ, the Holy Ghost, in 
tlio Bible, sho would drop down with 
scarce any signs of life in her. Strange 
noises were often lieard in and upon tlie 
house, stones came down llie chinmcy and 
did great mischief. She coiuplainwl of tlie 

spcfire of Mrs D y, a wotiian bving in 

the town ; and once the mother of tlic girl 
struck at the place where the said D ^y, 
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tres, and the girl said ' you htve Mruek her 
00 tlie body,' aiid upon inquiry, it wu 

(bund thai D ^y, complained oTahurt on 

lier body about iliut time. Another time, 
the motltcr struck at a place, nlicre the girl 
said tlicre was a yellow bird, and she told 
her mother she had liit the side of its liead, 

and again it appeared that D y's head 

was hurt alKHii ilie same time. It was com- 
mon to find her in |>onds of tvatcr, crying 
out slie would be drowned, soniutinics ujioii 
tlio top of the Ikhisc, and sometimes upon 
tlie tops of trees, where she pretended she 
liad flown, and-somc fimcicd they hod seen 
her in the air. There were often the marks 
of blows and pinciies upon her, which were 
supposed to conic from an invisible hand. 
The second daughter, after her sister bad 
succeeded so wetl, imitated her in complaints 
of D — 7— y, and outdid her in feats of run- 
ning ujMH) the barn, cliiiibiug trees, &£c, and 
what was most surprising, the youngest at- 
tempted ilie same fuau and in some instances 
went beyond her listers. The neighbors 
agreed that they were under au evil hand 



and it was praoouneed a [Mcce of witdicnft, 
as certun as that tliere ever had been any 
at Salem ; and no great pains were taken to 
detect the imposture. Physicians liad been 
at first employed, but to no purpose, and 
aftenvards ministers ' were called to ptny 
over ibem, but without success. At length, 

D y, not long after the supposed blows, 

took to her bed, and after some time died, 
and the two eldest girls ceased complaining ; 
the youngest held out longer ; but all per- 
sisted in it, that there had been no fraud. 

The eldest not having been baptized, and 
being come to adult aec, desired and obtain- 
ed baptism, and the minister then examined 
her ujwn her conduct in the afliilr, and she 
persisted in licr declarations of innocency. 
In naS, having removed to Mcilfonl, she 
oflcred to join the church there, and pive a 
satisfactory account of herself to the minister 
of the town ; but Iw knew nothing of tlio 
share she hail in this tmnsartion. Tlie 
I (OrtVs day before she was to be admttle«l, lie 
happened to preach from this text, 'Ilctbat 
speaketh lies shall not escape.' "Hie woman 
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supposed the sennon to be intended fat her, 
and went to tlie minister, wlm told licr 
ntdxMly liail tn&de any objociioii agninsi Jier, 
but iMjing dt'icnniiitil lo coiircss Iicr guilt, 
she disclosed tlie fraud of licrscifand sisters, 
and desired to make a public acknowledg- 
ment in tlic fucc of the cluircli ; and ac- 
cording!/ (lid so. The iwp sisters, seeing 
her pitied, Imd become actors also with her, 
williout being moved to it by her, but when 
she saw them follow lier, they all joined in 
secret and acted in concert ; iliey had no 

particular spite against D y ; but it tras 

necessary to accuse somebody, and the eldest 
having pitched ujwn her, the rest followed. 
Tlie woman's complaints, about the same 
lime the girl pretended she was struck, pro- 
ceeded from otiier causes, Hhich «ere not 
tlicn properly inijuircd into. Once, at 
least, they were in great danger of being 
detected in their tricks ; but ilie grounds of 
suspicion were overlooked, through the in- 
dulgence and credulity of their parents.' 

As far back as llie yenr ir,GO, a similar 
instance of juvenile iiujiosiure occurred at 
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Amsterdam. Twenty or thiitjr boys {in- 
tended to be suddenly seized with a luod of 
rage and fury, were cast upon the ground, 
and tormented with great ^ony. Tliese fits 
were intennitlenl, and wlien they had passed 
off, their subjects did not seem to be con- 
scious of what had taken place ; while tlioy 
lasted, die boys tlirew up apparendy from 
tlieir stomachs a large number of needles, 
[Hns, thimbles, pieces of cloth, firagincnts of 
pots and ketdes, biu of glass, locks of hair, 
and a variety uf other articles. There wom 
no doubt at the time tliat they were suffi;r- 
ing under the influence of the devil, and 
multitudes crowded round them, and gazed 
upon them, with wonder, awe and Iwrror. 

There were many cases in England of a 
similar kind ; while among the North Ameri- 
can Indians, such feats were practised regu- 
larly and professionally by the Powaws, 
and were looked ujion by the ignorant tribes 
as the o|>crations of a present Deity. 

Dr Hursenet, aflvnvanis ArclilNshop of 
York, who was among tlie first to contribute 
by his wit and satire lo the overthrow of 
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the lupcistitioos of domonology, thus de- 
Kiibes the motives and tlie methods of such 
impostors. 

' Out of these,' saith he, ' is shaped us the 
true idea of a ivilch ; m old weatlier-bcateD 
cnme, having tier chin and her knees meet* 
ing for age, walking like a hov, leaning on a 
staff; IwUow-eyed — umoollicd, furrowed on 
her &CC, having her limbs trembling with tlie 
palsy, going mumbling in the streets: one 
that halli forgoiton her Patcr-noster, and 
yet lialh a slireivd tongue lo call a Drab t 
Drab. If slic Imth learned of an old wife in 
a cliimney-end. Fax, Maxj Fax, for a s{>cll 
(V can say Sir Joliii Grantham's curse fbr 
tlie miller's eels, "allyc iliat bave stolon the 
miller's eels, Laudatc doniinum de coetis: 
and all tliey that have consented thereto, 
Bencdicamus domino :" why then beware, 
look about you my neighbors. If any of 
you have a sheep sick of the giddies, or a 
1k^ of the mumps, or a horse of the stag- 
gers, or a knaYi»Ii boy of the school, or an 
idle girl of ilic wheel, or a yotmg drab of 
the suUens and hath not fut enough for her 



poRtge, or butter enough Air her hread, and 
^le bath a little help of the epilepsy or 
cramp, to teach her to roll her eyes, wiy 
her mouth, gnash Iter teeth, startle vith her 
body, bold her arms and liands stiff, kc, 
and then when an old Motlicr Nobs hath by 
dunce called her an idle young Itouscwife or 
bid the devil scratch her ; then ito doubt 
but Mollier Nobs is tlie witch, andthoyouhg 
^rl b owl blasted, Stc. Tliey tliat have 
tlieir brains baited and their Gmcies distcin* 
pered with the imaginations and apprehen- 
sions of witches, conjurers and fairies, and 
all that Lymphatic chimera, I find to be 
marshalled in one of these 6vo ranks ; child- 
ren, foob, womeb, cowanls, sick or black 
melancholic discomposed wits.' 

The imputation of witclwrafl could be 
fixed upoa any one with the greatest ItKility. 
In the early part of tlie fifteenth century, the 
Earl of Bedford having taken theceleWated 
Joan of Arc prisoner, jHit her to death on 
this charge. Slie liad lieen almost adored 
hy the i>cople, who were rescued by lier 
romantic valor, and was universally known 
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unoag them by the ven^able title of < Holy 
Maid or God' — but no diflicutty whatever 
was exijcrienccd by lier enemies in procuring 
evidence cnongli to lead livr to ihe slake as 
an iiistniiiient and servant of the devil. 

Sylvester the second, was made Pope 
about tlie year 1000 ; his original name was 
Gilbert, and his native country France. 
Eariy in lire he obtained by bribery and 
corruption, a rapid promotion in the church, 
and became Archbishop of Kavenna. He 
acquired the papal crown in the following 
manner. He made a bargain with Satan, by 
which llie exclusive possession of his soul 
after death was iransfcrrccl to liini, on the 
condition that he should put forth his great 
influence among the cardinals, in such a 
nianncr as to secure the Arclibishop's elec- 
tion to the throne of St Pclcr. The 
arrangement was carried into successful 
operation. — Sylvester consulted the devil 
through ilie medium of a brazen licad, during 
his whole reign, and enjoyed his faithful 
friendship and unwavering patronage. But 
when his Lordship came to die, he endcav- 
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oretl to d^miid Satin of bw r^tliil daimi 
to hit soul by reiienting of and acknowledg. 
ing lib sins. Tliis curious represenution is 
tlH) product, it is probnhle, of envy and 
malignity. I liavo alluded to it in order to 
slww Iiow easy it was to fix tlio impuutioa 
of iliabolical confederacy and co-oi»eration 
upon any one. The story, whatever may 
have been its origin, is at any rate a pleasant 
satire ujion tlte character of the ofls by 
which ajnbiiious and asi>iring ecclesiastics 
attain to pre-eminence in their several 
churclics and denominations. 

Witcltcraft was treated with tlie serious 
consideration tliat was appropriate to an in- 
teresting and imiwrtnnt science, and occupied 
wide and dignified department in the litera- 
ture of the sixteenth and seventeenth centu- 
ries. It will be pro])cr to present a view 
of tlte maimer ui which it was discussed. 
Gaule,oiieofilie most exact writers on tlie 
subject, arranges witches into the following 
classes. I, The diviner, g)i)scy or (br- 
tiinc-telling witch ; Sil, the astrol<^ian, slar- 
gnzing, planetary, prcKjiiosticating witch ; 3d, 
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the chanting, canting or calculadng witch 
who works by signs or numbers ; 4th, ' the 
venefick or poisonous witch ; 5tli, the ex- 
orcist or conjuring witch ; 6lh, tlte gastron- 
omic witch ; 1th, tlie magical, speculative, 
sciential or artcd witch ; 8th, tlie necro- 
mancer.' 
t Hullywell gives ttie following account of 
the means by which a jwrson may place 
hiinscIC beyond the reach of the power of 
wiiclicraft. ' li is possible for the soul to 
arise to such a height, and become so divine, 
that no witclicraft or evil demons can liave 
any power i\]Km the body. When the 
bodily life is too fur invigorated and awaken- 
ed, and draws the intellect, the flower and 
summity of the .soul, into a conspiration 
with it, then arc we subject and obnoxious 
to magical assaults. For magic or sorcery, 
being founded only in this lower or mundane 
spirit, he that makes it his business lo bo 
freed and released Pram all its blamlishiiieiits 
and flattering devociillons, and endeavors 
wholly to wiilidraw himself from the love of 
corporeity, and too near a sympathy with 



the fiail flesh, ha, by it, enkindles such a 
divinb principle is Hflis him tbot-e the Oite oT 
this mferior world, and adonis his mind with 
such an awful majesty that beats back all 
enchantments, and makes the intemit fieods 
tremble at his presence, hating tliose vigoi^ 
ous beams of liglit wtiicliaro socoatrary and 
repugnant to their dark natures.* 

Tlie pure and elegant mind of tlie same 
beautiful writer found encouragement and 
security m the midst of the diabolical spirits 
with wlmm be believed the world to be in- 
fested, in the following views and specu- 
lations. 

' For there is a chain of government that 
runs down Irom God, the Supreme Mod- 
arch, wliose bright and piercing eyes look 
through all tliat he has made, to the lowest 
degree of tlic creation ; and there an pre«< 
(tential angels of empires and kingdoms, and 
such as under tlicni have the tutelage of pri> 
vatc fiunilies ; and lastly, ever}' man's pai^ 
ticular guardian genius. Nor is the inani- 
mate or material world left to blind chance 
<Hr fortune, but there are likewise mighty and 
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poteDt sjnrits, to wliom ia committed the 
guidance aiid care of the fluctuating and un- 
certain motions of it, and by thrar ministry, 
fire and vapor, storms and tempests, snow 
and liail, ticat and cold, are all kept within 
such bounds and limits, as are most servicea- 
ble to the ends of Providence. They take 
core of the variety of seasons, and superin- 
tend the tillage and fruits of the earth ; upon 
ivhich account, Origcn calls tlicui invuible 
husbandmen. So that all afTtiirs and things 
being under the inspection and government 
of these iiicoqiorval beings, the power of 
tliu dark kingdom, and its agents is under a 
strict confinement and restraint, and they 
cannot bring a general niiscliiuf upon ttio 
world uitlioul a special permission of a su- 
perior Providence.'* 

* ' How oft do they their silver bowen Ie4va, 
To come la luccur u«, thai luecor wuit t 
How ofl do they with solJun pinions cloave 
The flitting tkics, hke (lying pursuivant, 
Ajpiii^t foul R«nJii to lid us uiiiitanl.' 
They for ui fiRht, tjicy Wiilch and duly w»fd, 
Anil their hrii>lit HquadTonii round about ua plant. 
And M Kir luvuaii.l i>i>lhiti|; fur reward: 
O why liuiuld heavenly liotl to iiiau have kucIi regard I' ' 
Speniik. 
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King Junet expltint the circumttuiee, 
that witches could not weep, in rather a cu- 
rious manner; ' Ftx as in a secret mirnher, 
if the dead carkasse bee u any time there- 
after handled by the murtherer, tt will gush 
out of bloud, as if the bloud were crying to 
the heaven for revenge of tlie murtheref, 
God having appointed that secret supematu- 
rail signe, for triall of that secret unnatural) 
crime, BO it appeares that God liath appoint- 
ed (for a supematurall signe of the mon- 
strous iinpietie of witches,) that the water 
shall refuse to receive tliem in her bosome, 
that have slukcn off them the sacred »-ater 
orbaptisme,and wilfully refused thebenefile 
tlicruof ; no, not so much as tlicir eyes are 
able to shed teares, (threaten and torture 
tlieni as ye please,) while first they repent, 
(God not pennitting them to dissemble their 
obstinacie in so liorrible a crime,) albeit, the 
woman kind especially be able otherwise to 
sited teares at every light occasion when they 
will — yea, although it were dissemblingly 
like die crocodiles.' 

Reginald Scutt, in introducing a Romish 
18 
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fbnn c^ adjuradoD, makes tbe folloving excel- 
lent remarks on the trial by tears. 'But, alas, 
thatlearesslKHild be tliought suflicient to ex- 
cuse or condemn in so great a cause, and so 
weightie a tiial). I am sure that the ivorst sort 
of tlie children of Israel wtipl bitterlie ; yea, if 
there were any witches at all in krael, tliey 
wept. Forit isuTiitenithatalltliechildrenor 
Israel wept. Finallic, ifthere be any witches 
in licit, 1 am sure they weepe ; for there is 
weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth. 
But God knowcth, many an lionest matron 
cannot soindimes in the heaviness of her 
licart sited learcs ; the which oftentimes are 
more readie and common with crafty queans 
and strumpets, than willi sober women. For 
we read of two kinds of leares in a woman's 
eie, the (Hie of true greefe, and the oilier of 
deccipt. And it is written, that " Dediscere 
Acre ffEninam est mendacium :" wlilcli argu- 
eth iliat they lie, which sale that wicked wo- 
men cannot tcecpe. But let these tormentors 
take heed, that the tcarcs in this case, which 
runne down the widowe's cheeks, with theu- 
crie, spoken of by Jesus Sirach, be not heard 
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above. But, lo, what learned, godTie and 
lawfiil meanes these Popbh Inquisilors htfe 
invented for the triall of true or false leans. - 

" ' 1 conjure thee, by the amorous tears, 
wtuch Jesus Christ our Saviour shed upoo 
the cro63e for ;lhe solvatkm of the worid ; 
and by the most earnest and burning tcares 
of his mother, the most glorious Virgine Ala- 
rie, sprinkled upon his wounds Inte in the 
evening ; and by all the learcs which everie 
saint and elect vessell of God hath poured 
out heere in the world, and from whose elei 
he hath wiped awaio all leares, that if thou 
be without fault thou maist poura donne 
leaies aboundantlie ; and if thou be guiltie, 
that thou weep in no wise ; In the name of 
the Father, of the Sonne, and of the Hdie 
Ghost— Amen." And nolo, sailh he, that 
the more you conjure, the tesse she weepelh.' 

A distinction was made between black and 
while witches. The former were those who 
had leagued with Satan for the purpose of 
doing injury to others, while the latter class 
was composed of such persons as had re- 
sorted to the arts and charms of divination 
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and sorceryi in order to protect themselves 
and otliers from diabolical influence. Tliey 
were both considered as highly, if not equally 
criminal. Fuller in his ' Profane State/ 
thus si)eaks of them, ' Better is it to lap one*s 
pottage like a dog, than to eat it mannerly 
with a s|)oon of the deviKs giving. Black 
witches hurt and do mischief. But in deeds 
of darkness there is no diflcrence of colors. 
The white and the black are both guilty 
alike in com)K)unding with the devil.' White 
witches pretended to extract their power from 
the mysterious virtues of certain plants. 
The following form of charm^ words was 
used in plucking them. — 

* Hail to thee, holy herb, 

Growing in the ground. 
On the Mount of Calvario 

Fimt wert tliou fouiicl. 
Thou art good for many a grief 

And healest many a wound ; 
Id the name of sweet Jesu 

1 hft thee from the ground.* 

While there can be no doubt that the su- 
perstitious opinions we have been reviewing 
were diflfused generally, and cherished fondly, 
by the great body of the ))eople of all ranks 
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and conditions, it would be unjust to truth 
not to mentkm that tliero were some per- 
sons in the times of our fathers, who kx)k- 
cd upon them as empty fables and vain 
imaginations. Error has never yet made a 
complete and universal conquest. In tlie 
darkest ages and most benighted regions, it 
has been found to be impossible utterly to 
extinguish the light of reason. There al- 
ways have been some in whose souls the 
torch of truth has been kept burning with 
vestal watchfulness ; we can discern its glim- 
mer here and there through the deepen 
night that has yet settled upon tlie earth. In 
the midst of the most extravagant supersti- 
tion, there have been individuals who have 
disowned the ix)pular belief ; and have con- 
sidered it a mark of wisdom and true phi- 
losophy, to discard the idle fancies and ab- 
surd schemes of faith, that possessed the 
minds of the great mass of their contempo- 
raries. Thb was the case with Horace, as 
appears from the following passage.* 

• Somnia, terroret magico*, miracula, lagu, ^ 

Noctumot lemuret portentaque ; Thctsala rldet. 

18* 
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• TbtM diewM and tenoM BM|ktl 
TbeM adnclc* and witcluf, 
NlKht walking aprilei or ThemI bug*, 
Efteeme Uiom not two ruihei.' 

The intellect of Seneca also rose above 
the rcacli of tlie popular credulity with re- 
spect to the agency of supernatural beingi 
and tlie efficacy of mysterious cliamis. 

If we could but ohtain access to the secret 
thoughuol (he wisest piiilosojihcrs, and oftho 
men of genius of antiquity, wc should pro* 
bobly find tliat most of tlicin were superiw 
to the siiiwrstiiions of their limes. Even tn 
tlie thick darkness of the dark ages there 
were minds loo iiowcrful to he kept in chains 
by error and delusion. 

Henry Cornelius Agrippa, who n*as bora 
in the latter part of the fifteenth century 
was perhaps the greatest philosopher and 
scholar of his period. In his early life lie 
was very much devoted (o the science of 
magic, and was a strenuous supporter of 
demonolf^ and witclicraft. In the course 
of his studies and meditations, he was led to 
a change of views on these subject^, and did 
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■11 that be could to warn olhen from f 
confidence in such vain, fnvolout and abauid 
superstitions as then possessed the n'orid. 
The consequence was thai he was dmounced 
and prosecuted as a conjurer, and wascbai^- 
ed with having written against ma^ and 
witchcraft, in order the more aecurely to 
sliclter himself from the suspicion of practis- 
ing them. — As an instance of the calurrmies 
that were heaped upon him, I would men- 
tion that Paulus Jovius asserted that * Cor- 
nelius Agrippa went always accompanied 
with an evil spirit in the similitude of a 
black dog,* and that when the time of hb 
ilealli drew near, ' he look ofi'the enchanted 
collar from the dog's neck, and sent him 
away with these terms, " Get ihce hence, 
thou cursed beast, which hast utterly destroy- 
ed me," neither was the d<^ ever seen 
after.' Butler in his Hudibnis has not ne- 
glected to celebrate this remarkable connexion 
between Satan and the man of learning — 
. ■ Agrippa kepi ■ Slygltn pug 
rth' i^rbaad bibil of a dog. 
That wii hli tutor, and the ew 
Raad to lb' occult pUloMphtr.' 
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John Wienu wrote an eltborate, learned 
and judicious book in which ho treated at 
large of magic, sorcery and wilclicr^fi, and 
did all dial scliolorship, talent and philosophy 
could do to undermine and subvert the 
wliole system of the prevailing popular 
superstition. But he fared no better than 
his predecessor, patron and master Agrippa 
had done. He also was accused of having 
attcmjitcd to persuade the world that tlierc 
was no realiry in supernatural charms and 
diabolical confederacies, in order that he 
might devote himself to them witlmut suspi- 
cion or molestation, and was borne down by 
the bigotry and fanaticism of his times. 

King James merely gave utterance to the 
general scnlimcnl, and pronoimced the ver- 
dict of public opinion in the following extract 
from the preiice to his ' Deinonolt^ie' — 
* Wicrus, a German physician, sets out a 
public apolf^ie for all these crafts-lblkes, 
whereby, procuring for them impunitle, 
he plainly bewrays himself to have been of 
that profession.' 

In 1669 a work was jmblishcd in Lon- 



don with the fblWing title: 'TbeQues- 
tioQ of Witchcraft Debated, or a Disooutse 
against their opinions tliat afltnn Witches.' 
It is a work of great merit, and would do 
lienor to a scholar and It^ician of the present 
day. Hie author was John Wagstafie of 
Oxford .University; he is described as a 
crooked, shrivelled little man, of a most 
despicable appearance. This circumstance, 
together with his writings against tlio popu- 
lar belief in witchcraft, led his academical 
associates to accuse him, some of tliem in 
sport, but others with grave suspicion, of 
being a wizard. — Wood, the historian of 
Oxford, says, that 'he died in a manner 
distracted, occasioned by a deep ctmceit of 
his own parts, and by a continual bibbing of 
strong and high tasted liquors.' But poor 
Wagstalfe was assailed by something more 
than private raillery and slander. His 
heretical sentiments exiK)sed liim to the 
battery of the host of writers who will al- 
ways be found ready to advocate a prevailing 
opinion. His principal opjxinent was Meric 
Casaubon,sonoftho fiimoiis Isaac Casaubon, 
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Hid who had before distinguished himseir bj 
■0 attack upon the credulity and supersti- 
tions of his age, in ' A Treatise upwi Enthu- 
siasm.* But Wagstafib was not led entirely 
alone to defend the rause of reason and 
truth. He had one most zealous advocate 
and ardent admirer in tlie author of a work 
on ' Tlie Doctrine of Devils,' published in 
- 1676. niis tt-riter sums up a panegyric 
upon Wagstaffe's perronnance, by pronounc- 
ing it * a judicious book, that contains more 
good reason, tnie religion, and right Chris- 
tianity, than all those lumps and cartloads of 
luggage, tliat hath been fardled up, by all 
the raggclcrs of dcmonolf^stical ninter- 
intes, and witchcrafiical legendaries, since 
they first began to foul clean paper.' 

Dr Balthasar Uckkcr of Amsterdam, who 
was equally eminent in astronomy, philoso- 
phy and llicol<^y, pulilishcd a learned and 
pow-erful work, called ' The Enchanted 
World,' in 1691, in which he openly assailed 
the iloctrines of Witclicrafl and of the Devil, 
and anticipated many of the views and argu- 
ments presented in Fanner's excellent pub- 
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As s vewardfor lus exMtioM lo 
enlighten his fellow creatuie^ be wu turned 
out of the ministry and assaulted by omAf 

all the writers rf liis age. _ 

Tlie conclusKKi to wliicb we are brau^t 
by a review of the seventeenth century, up 
to tlie period wlicn tlte prosecutions took 
place here, is, that the witcttcraft deluiioa 
pervaded tlie whole civilized wortd and every 
profesiuon and depjirtiuent of society. It re- 
ceived the sanction of all tlie learned and 
dbtinguisbcd English judges wtw flourished 
within tlie century from Sir Edward Coke lo 
Sir Matthew Hale. It was countenanced by 
tlie greatest philosophers and physicians; 
Vfis embraced by men of tlw hi^iest genius 
and accomplishnients, e\'en by liOrd Bacon 
himself. It was esublislied by the convo- 
cation of Bbliops, and iveaclied by tlie 
clergy. Dr Henry More of Clirist'a Col- 
lege, Cambridge, in additk» to liis admirable 
poetical and philosopiiical works, wrote 
volumes to defend it. It was consideied aa 
worthy of the study of the most cultivated ' 
and liberal minds to discover and distinguiib 
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; |;i y. 'a true witch by [ffoper trials and symplonu.' 

■ The excellent Br Calamy has already beea 

. ■ \ mentioned in this connexion ; and Richard 

' ■ ; ■ Baxter waae his work entitled ' the Cei^ 

tainty of the World of Spirits/ for tlie 
special purpose of confmnint; and diffusing 
tlie behcf. He kept up a correspondence 
with Cotton Mailier, and with liis Tulher, 
Increase Mallicr, tlirough the medium of 
which he siiniulatcd and encouraged ihem in 
ihcir proceeding against sup])oscd witches 
in Boston and elsewhere. The divines of 
tliat day seem to liavc persuaded them- 
) selves into the helief, that the doctrines of 
dcinonolw^y were essciilial to the ^iKiiwI, 
and that the rejection of ihcni was eijuiva- 
Icnt to infitleliry. A writer in one of our 
modem journals, in s|ieaking of the prosecu- 
tioiDi for witchcrall, happily and justly ob- 
serves, ' it was iruly hazardous to oppose 
tliosc judicial niurden. If any one ventured 
lo do so, (he Catliolics burned him as a 
heretic, and the Protestants had a vehement 
longing to hang him for au Aihoisi.' Tlio 
writings of Dr Here, of Baxter and of Gtan 
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vil had been citculatii^ far a Im^ time in 
every direction in New En^and, befcre the 
trials b^o in Salem. 

We are probably now prepared to accede 
to tlia remarks of DrBentley, when be says 
that ' the agency of inviuble bdngs, if not 
a part of every religion, is not ccnttary to 
any one. It may bo found in all ages and 
in tlie most remote countries. It is then no 
just subject for our adnunitioa, tliat a belief 
so alarming to our fears, so natural to our 
prejudicos, and so cauly abused hy super- 
stition, siHxild obtain among our fathers, when 
it liad not been rejected in the ages of 
philosophy, letters and even revelation.' 

But justice to our ancestors requires us to 
continue the history of tlie wiiclicraft delu- 
sion, down beyond their ago to our own 
times. 

Prosecutions continued in tlie older coun- 
tries after they had been abandoned liere, 
although it soon began to be difUeuli, every- 
where, to procure tho conviction of a person 
accused of witclicrafL In 1716, a Mrs 
llicka and her daughter, the latter aged nute 
19 
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yem, were hinged in Huntingdon io Eng- 
land, fbrwitcbcraft. In the yeu 1730, an at- 
tempt, already described, was made to renew 
the Salem excitement in Uttleton, Maa- 
sachuseits, but it failed ; tlie people had 
learned wisdom at a price too dear to allow 
them so soon to forget it. In a letter to 
Cotton Mather, written February lOtli, 1720, 
the excellent Dr Watts, after having express- 
ed his doubts respecting the sulTiciency of 
the spectral evidence for condemnation, says, 
in reference to the Salem witchcraft, *lara 
much persuaded that there was much immc- 
diaie agency of the devil in these ufTuirs, and 
perhaps there were some real witches too.' 
Not far froiH tliis time, we find what was 
probably the opinion of the most liberal 
minded and cultivated people in England, 
expressed in llic following language of Ad- 
dison : ' To speak my thoughts freely, I be- 
lieve in general llial there is and has been 
, sucli a tiling as witchcraft, hut at the same 
tin:e, can f^lvc no credit to any particular 
instance of il,' 
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"niere wta an execution for witchcraft in 
Scotland in 173S. 

% William Blackstone, the great oncleof 
British law, and who flourished in the latter 
half oftlie last century, declared his belief in 
witclicmft in the fdlonii^ ttrcKig terms : — 
' To deny the possibility, nay, tlie actual ex- 
istence of witchcraft and sorcery, is, at once, 
flatly to contradict the revealed word of God, 
in various passages, both f>f the Old and New 
Testament, and the thing itself a a truth to 
which every nation in tlie world liath in its 
turn, Uhiw testimony, citlicr by examples 
seemingly well attested, or by proliihilory 
laws, which at least suppose the possibility 
of commerce with evil spirits.' 

A systematic efTort seems to liave been 
made during the 18th century to strengthen 
and renew the power of superstition. Alarm- 
ed by the progress of infidelity, many emi- 
nent and excellent men availed themselves of 
the facilities, which their position at the licad 
of lite prevailing literature aObrded them, to 
push tlic faith of the people as far as possible 
towards the opposite extreme of credulity. 
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It was a most unwiso, and in its effects^ de* 
plorable policy. It was a betrayal of tho 
cause of true religion. It was an acknowl- 
edgment tliat it could not be vindicated be- 
fore the tribunal of severe reason. Besides 
all die misery produced by filling the imag- 
ination with unreal objects of terror, die res- 
toration to influence during the last century 
of the fables and delusions of an ignorant 
age has done incalculable injury, by prevent- 
ing die progress of christian truth, and sound 
philosophy ; thus promoting the cause of dio 
very infidelity it was intended to check. Tho 
idea of putting down one error by setting up 
another, cannot have suggested itself to any 
mind that had ever been led to appreciate 
the value or the force of truth. But this 
was the policy of Christian writers from tho 
time of Addison to that of Johnson. Tho 
latter expressly confesses diat it was necessa- 
ry to maintain die credit of the belief of tho 
existence and agency of ghosts, and other su- 
peniatural beings, in onlcr to help on die ar- 
gument for a future state as founded upon 
Mie Bible. 
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Dr Hibbert, in liis excellent book on the 
* Philosophy of Apparitbns,' illustrates some 
remarks similar to those just made by the 
ibllowbg quotatbn from Mr Wesley, — 

' It is true tliat the EInglish m general, and 
indeed most of the men in Europe, have given 
up all accounts of witches and apparitions, 
as mere old wives' fables. I am sorry for it ; 
and I willingly take this opportunity of en- 
tering my solemn protest against diis violent 
compliment, whk^h so many that believe tho 
Bible pay to tliose, who do not believe it. 1 
owe them no such service. 1 take knowl- 
edge, these are at the bottom of the outcry 
which has been raised, and with such inso- 
lence spread throughout the nation in direct 
op|)osition not only to die Bible, but to the 
sulFrage of the wisest and best men in 
all ages and nations. They well know 
(whether Christians know it or not) that 
the giving up witclicraft b, in eflect, giv- 
ing up the Bible. And they know on the 
other hand, that, if but one account of the 
intercourse of men with separate spirits 
be admitted, their wliole castle in die air 
19* 





(deUra, atheism, matcrialisin) falls to i)w 
^tMind. I knm? no reason, tlierclbro, why 
we stkould suflbr even tltis H-ea|K>n to bo 
wrested out of our hauils. Indeed, tlicro 
are numerous arguiiiciits besides, which 
abundantly confute their vain iiiiaginatioiis. 
IJut we need noi be booted out of one ; neither 
reason nor religion retiuires this.' 

The belief in m itclieniA continued to hold 
a con'fi)icnou3 idacx' anion;^ tlie iJo[iular su- 
pcrsiilions of New Englaiiil during tlic wliolo 
of the hut century. Many now hviug can 
rcnicnihcr the time when it prevailed very 
generally. Each town and village liail iu 
peculiar inulliioiiary tales, which wore grave- 
ly related by the old, and deeply impressed 
upon the young. 

Innumerable instances might bo adduced. 
1 have time to mention the following only : 
A reputed witch, liimiliarly known by the 
name of ' Old Meg,' resided in (iloucester. 
After having been for many years the ohjecl 
of superstitious curiosity and dread to thu in- 
habitants of the Cape, she came to her end in 
the following strange and mysterious maimer. 



At tbo time of the celcbntod viciorioua siege 
of Louisburg by the cokmial troops, in 1745, 
two scddiers of tlio Massachusetts line be- 
longing to Gloucester liappcncd to Iavo tliinr 
ftttention arrested by tlie moveiucnts of « 
crow tliat kept Itovering near tliem ; llwy 
threw stones and disclmrgcd llieir mudtots at 
it, but could neither toticli nor terrify it ; tlio 
bird still euniinueil flying round tlicm, and 
cawing in tiieir cars. At length it occurred 
to CHIC of them that it might lie ' Old Meg.' 
He communicated his suspicions to his com- 
rade ; and as nothing but silver was believed 
to liavc any |)owcr to injuro a witch, they 
tore from tlieir uniform some ornaments 
iiuwle of that meul, and discharged tliem ax 
the crow, Tlio experiment succeeded. At 
the first sliot they broke its leg, and then kill- 
ed it. When they returned to Gloucester, 
tliey Ibund tliat 'Old Meg' had her leg brt^en, 
while walking by the fort in that pUce, at 
the precise time in whk:li tliey brought down 
the crow. After lingering for a wliile she 
died, and Ujwn examining her fractured limb, 
thoy discovered the identical silver buttons 
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wliich they had discharged from their mua- 
kcts under tlie walls of I^iouisburg. The 
story of * Old Mcr* is still familiarly told in 
Gloucester, although the crtMlulily wliich 
once received it as solemn truth, has nearly, 
if not entirely, passed away. 

It is not prohahlc that a larger numhor of 
traditions of the kind arc to he found, within 
similar limits, in any part of the world than 
in the county of Essex. This is cs|)ccially 
the case in the sea-faring towns that line our 
extended coast. 

The legend of the * Screeching Woman' 
of Marbluhead, is worthy of being generally 
known. The story runs thus : — A piratical 
cmiser having captured a S|)anisli vessel 
during the seventeenth century, brought her 
into Marblehead liarlwr, which was then the 
site of a few hundile dwellings. The male 
inhabitants were all absent on their fishing 
voyages. The pimlcs brought their prisoners 
ashore, carried them at the dead of the night 
into a retired glen and there murdered them. 
Among the captives was an English female 
imssenger. The women who belonged to 
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tho place lieard her dying outcries^ as they 
rose through the midnight air, and roverbera* 
ted far and wide along the silent shores. She 
was heard to exclaim, ' O mercy, mercy, 
Lord Jesus Cluist, save me ! Lord Jesus 
Christ, save me !' Her body was buried by 
tho pirates on tlie six)t. The same piercing 
voice b believed to be heard at intervals, 
more or less often, almost every year, in tho 
stillness of a calm star-light or clear moon- 
light night. There is something, it b said, 
so wild, mysterious and evidently sui^crhu- 
man in the sound, as to strike a chill of dread 
into the hearts of all who listen to it. The 
writer of an interesting article on this sub- 
ject, in tho Marblehead Register of April 3, 
1830, declares that ^ there are not wanting 
at the present day, persons of unimpeacha- 
ble veracity and known respectability, who 
still continue firmly to believe the tradition, 
and to assert that they themselves have been 
auditors of the sounds described, which they 
declare were of such an unearthly nature as to 
preclude the idea of im)K)sition or deception.' 
When ' the silver moon unclouded holds 
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her way,' or wbcn tlm Biar« tro glistening in 
tlio clcor cold sky, and llio dark fomu of llio 
iiraorcd vessels are al rest ui>on the sleeping 
bosoin of the hariwr ; wlicn no natural sound 
coiiics forth frwn the aniinalo or inanimate 
creation, hut the dull and raclanclioly rote of 
llio winding shore, how often at midnight is 
the watclicr startlud from the reveries of an 
cxcilcil imagination by tlie piteous, dismal, 
Olid terrific screams of the unlaid gliosl of 
llio murdered lady ! 

A ncE;ro died a short time since, in that 
part of banvcrs, called originally Salem Vil- 
lage, at a very advanced age. lie was sup- 
jrased to have reached his hundredth year. 
lie never could ho prevailed upon to admit 
tliat there was any delusion or mistake in 
tlic proceedings of 1692. To him the whole 
afTair was easy of explanation. Ho believed 
lliat the witclicraft was occasioned by the 
cireumstancc of the devil's having purloined 
tite church book, and that it subsided so soon 
as the book was recovered from lib grasp. 
Perhaps the particular liy|>othcsis of llio 
venerable African was peculiar to liimsclf; 
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but thoM penofu muM hira a slight w- 
quaintance witl) tlie libtory of opinions in 
ttiis and every otltcr country, who are not 
■wvo that the supoistitioa on wliich it wu 
Ibundcd lias been extensively eatertained 
by men of every color, almost, if not quite, 
up to llie present day. If the doctrines of 
. demoiiology have been completely over- 
thrown and exicnninated in our villages and 
cities, it is a very recent achievement, nay, 
1 fear thai in many places the auspicious 
cvcul remains to take place. 

In tlie year 180B, the inhabitants of Great 
Paxton, a village in llunlingdonsliire in Ei^- 
land, williin sixty miles of l^ondon, rose in a 
body, attacked the house of an old woman, 
named Ann Izard, sus|M<cted of bewiicliing 
three young females, Alice Brown, Fanny 
Amey, and Klary Fox, dragged her out of 
bed into tlio fields, pierced her arms and 
body with prtis, and tore her flesh with their 
nails, until she was covered witli blood. 
Tliey committed the same barbarous outrage 
u|wn her again, a slion time adcrwards, and 
would have nuhjecled her to the water or^ 
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deal if slio liail not (tMind means to fly froiu 
that luirt of tlio country. 

It b pnjliublc tliat sonie utio licar mc, 
rccolk-Gl, tliat not far from iIh) tiiiio wlico 
tills transaction look placu iii England, lliat 
is, about twenty years ago, great numbers of 
jjcoiilo in iliis town went to see a jjcrsoii wlio 
pretcniled and was lielievcd by many, to bo 
bowitclied. Tlie clei^ w ere called in to ex- 
tricate lier from tlic gnisji of the evil one. Iler 
plut-e of alKxIe was in Nortliey Sireut, not far 
from the western termination of Itridge Street. 

Tlie writer of the article ' Witelierari,' in 

, Uees' Cyi^liiiia;dia, one of the latest coin- 

l»ends of uioileni scieme, gravely niuinwins 

llie doctrine of ' ocular fascinallon,' as v\- 

jilained in the la::it lertnre. 

Althougli the belief in witchcraft has near- 
ly (passed awiiy, the civilized world is even 
yet full of necromancers and fi>rtinie-iellers. 
The niysli(r M-ieme of ' (Hilinistry,' in still 
jimcliMetl liy many » hii!;'j;;n'il and nmtlering 
vagrant ; and iHThiijis ihcic arc yome now 
listening to inc who, in llie days of tlicir 
youtlUiil fancy, held out their hiuids, thai 
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Uicir future fortunes miglit bo rend in the 
lines of their jmlnii), and ibeir wild and giddy 
eurinsity and anxious nflections bo pntifiod 
by information rvsjiccting wedding day, or 
absent lover. 

Tlio most celebrated Ibftuno-tcller, per- 
liaps, tlut ever lived, resided In on adjoininf; 
town. The cbamrlcr of ' Moll Pitclier* i* 
familiarly known in all parts of the commcr* 
cial world. She died in 181:). Her |daco 
of aboile was beneath the projecting and ele- 
vated summit of High Kock in I<ynn, and 
commandeil a view of tho wild and indented 
coast of Mnrblehead, of tlic extemled and ro> 
BOiuiding beaches of liynn and Cliclsca, of 
Nalianl Itoeks, of the vessels und Islands of 
ItosttMi's beautiful tny, and of its rcmoto 
southern shore. Shu derived lier iiiysto- 
rious gifts by inlicritancc, her grandfatlicr 
liaving practised them before in Marblchcad. 
Sailors, Merchants, and adveutiirem of every 
kind, visited her residence, and plucuil con* 
fidence in her predictions. l*eoplc came 
from great distances to lenni the fate of miss- 
ing friends, or recover tlie [hhscsuoii of hiat 
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gootU. Willie ttie young of both sexes, int- 
palient of llie tardy pace of time, and buni- 
ing Willi curiosity to discern tlie seinets d" 
fulurity, availed tlicmsvlvcs of every oppor- 
tunity tu visit her lowty dwelling, and hear 
from lier prophetic li))s the revelation of the . 
most tcndur incidents and important events 
of their coming lives. She read the future, 
and traced, what to mere niorlul eyes, were 
t lie mysteries of the present or tlie past, in 
llic ammgcinvnt and aspect of tlic grounds 
or SL'lilings of a cup of tea or codec. Her 
name Iios evcrywliere hccomo tlie generic 
title of fortune-tellers, and occupies a con- 
siHcuous place ill the legends and ballads of 
))opiilar superstition. Her renown lias gone 
abroad to the furthest regions, and lier mem- 
ory wilt be pcrjictuated in the annals of cre- 
dulity and imposture. An air of romance is 
breathed around the scenes where she prac- 
tised her mystic art, the interest and clioim 
of which will increase ai^ the lapse of time 
removes her hisiury back towards the dim- 
ness uf the distant |Kist.* 
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We ire told by travetlers tint then it it 
tlie present time scarcely ■ village in Syria, 
in which tlicrc is not some one who bu tlie 
credit of being able to cost out devils. As- 
trology and DcuuHiolt^ are not only topics 
of general conversation, but aro honored as 
sciences in the Oriental nations ; and at tliis 
moment, uliile we are looking back with 
wonder and incredulity upon tlie belief in 
witclH-raft of our ancestors here, and in the 
niother country, a Brilbhlady of rcmaricablo 
intellectual [lowcrs and acquirements, and 
w1k»c veins are full of England's best and 
noblest blood, b actually practising it on tlie 
eastern sliores of tlic Mediterranean. 

I jttdy Hester Stanlio|>e, llie graiid<daug|iter 
of the immortal Cliatliom.and the niece of tlie 
equally immortal I'itt, and win seems to have 
inherited, in combination with great ecccn- 
iricity of cliaraetcr, the talcnis and eloquence 
of her ancestors, lives in a stylo of Elostcm 

Mr Alonw l.»wU' IliOoryoT I.ynn. An asrelknl 
work of lit li)tHl,roiuliliilnj[ Dm kciuracy of thaaniul. 
ill, aniHIie iiiiDutdifM oTtlw ■iilUiuarlin. wilh iha 
bckuitful conceitiigiw of « potUcal «Dd cttlDvtiMi 
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splcmlor and magnirircncc,inthc bosom of a 
lovely and scqucslcrctl \-aUey about oiglit 
miles fi-om tbo ancient Sidoii. 

She is probably at lliis very liour, gazing 
at the cxpimdcd canop)" of beaven, as it slicds 
its siKirkliiis llgbi n|>on the ancient bills and 
sacTt;d Rrovi's of Palestine — lier soul ab- 
sorl)cd in tbe falboiiilcss mysteries of lier 
loved astmlosy, and boldins fancied comiiui- 
nion ttilb sii[»ernatund iwivcrs, and spirits of 
tlic dc[)ni1cd. 

A full and jvist view of the position and ob- 
li;;aliuns of our ancestors, remiires a previous 
knoHle<l;;c of tbe state and principles of tlio 
law, as it llicn existed and was understood. 
Ahbouslilbe ancients did not regard tbo pro- 
tended intercourse Ijetwecn magicians or cn- 
cliauters, and spiritual beinjis as criminal, 
yet wo find iliat lliey enacted laws against 
the abuse of the \to\\OT that resulted from tho 
connexion. Tbe old Roman coilc of tho 
Twelve Tables contained tlie following; pro- 
hibition: 'ibatlbcy should not bcwitcb tho 
fruits of tbe earth ; nor use any charms to 
draw tlicir nei|jbbors' cum iiilo their own 



fields.* Tbcrcn'ereaovcnlBpGciBledictsaa 
tlie subject during tlio cxistctiee c^ tlio Ro- 
luuD state. In tlifc early Clirislioii councils, 
sOTcery was frequently mode the object of 
dcnuDcialkxi. At Laodicca, lor instance, in 
tho year 3C4, it was voted to cxcommuhi* 
caie any clci^men wl<o were mngiciann, 
enchanters, astroli^crs or matbeniaticiuiu! 
Tlie Bull of Fo|)G Innocent Vlll. near tlie 
close of the fifteenth century, lias already 
boon mcntioneil. 

Dr Turner, In his history of the Anglo Sax- 
ons, says, that tlicy had laws against sorcerers 
and witches, but that tlicy did not punish 
them with death. There was an Knglub 
statute against witclicraft, in tbe reign of 
Henry VIII. and another in that ofElizabcth. 

Up to this lime, liowever, tlio legislation 
of parliament on the subject, was ntcrciful 
and judicious — lor it diil not attach to tlio 
guilt of wilclicrart tlio punishment of death, 
unless it bad been used to destroy life ; that 
Is, unless it hud become murder. 

On tbe demise of Hlizabctb, James of 
Scotland nsrendcd the throne. His petlan- 
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lie and ccceatric character is well knomi. 
He liod an early and dfx;!ded inclination to- 
n-ards abstruse and mysterious specutatioos. 
Bcbre he had reached his twentieth year, 
ho undertook to accomplish what only the 
most sanguine and proibund theoli^oiis liavo 
ever dared to attempt. IIo expounded tho 
book of Uevclation. Wlicn he was about 
twcniyfivc years of age, tic pubtlslicd a work 
CMi tlic Doctrine ot Devils and Witcltcraft. 
Not Joii^ after lie succeeded to the llritisti 
crown. It may easily be imagined tliat tho 
subject of dcmonolo^-, soon became a 
* fashionable and prevailing topic of conver- 
sation in the royal saloons and througliout 
the nation. It served as a medium through 
which obsequious courtiers could convey 
their flattery to the ears of their accoiiiplblt- 
cd and learned sovereign. lib majesty's 
book was reprinted and extensively circula- 
ted. It was of course praised and recoin- 
niendeil in all quarters. 

The jtarliament, actuated by a base de- 
sire to compliment the vain and superstitious 
king, enacted a new and nnich more severe 
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statuta against witcbcraft. b the vny 6nt 
year of his reign. It was under this law that 
so many penona hero and in England, were 
deprived of t|ieir lives. Tlio blood of hun- 
dreds of their Innocent feUow-croaturci was 
tlius unrighteously slicd ! It was a fearful 
price which these servile lawgivers paid lor 
tlio Givor of their |>rincc. 

But tlib was not tlic only evil that was 
brought about by courtly deference to tin 
prejudices of King James. It was under liis 
directKMi tliat our present translation of the 
scriptures was made. To please his royal 
majesty, and to slrcngtltcn the arguments in 
lib work on deinonolugy, the word * witch' 
was used to represent expressions in tlie 
ori^nal Hebrew, that conveyed an entirely 
diflbrent idea, and it was freely inserted in 
the heading of the chapters.* A person 
having a ' lamiliar spirit,' was a favorite de- 
scripiitm of a witch in the king's book. Tlie 
translators, foi^ctful of their liigh and solemn 

* For I lbarou|[h dUcuMion of tke wvaral Hebrew 
words th>t rcUto to Diviiiaikw umI Mific, Me 
> Wtorui do ProMligUj,' I. i. c. I . 
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funclioiii endeavored to establish this defini« 
tion by inserting it into their version. Ac- 
cordingly^ they introduced it in several 
places ; in the eleventh verse of the eighteenth 
chapter ofDcuteronomy, for instance ; ^ a con- 
suiter with familiar spirits.' Tliere b no word 
in the Hebrew which corresix>nds with * fa- 
miliar.' And this is the im]X)rtant, the 
essential word in the definition. It conveys 
the idea of alliance, stated connexion, con- 
federacy, or compact, which is characteristic 
and distinctive of a witch. The expression 
in the original, signifies <a consul ter with 
spirits* — especially as was the case with the 
< Witch of Endor,' a consultcr with departed 
spirits. It was a shocking perversion of the 
word of God, for the purpose of flattering a 
frail and mortal sovereign! King James 
lived to see and acknowledge the error of 
his early opinions, and he would gladly have 
counteracted their bad effects ; but it is easier 
to make laws and translations than it is to 
alter and amend them. 

While the law of the land required the 
cai)ital punishment of witches, no blame 
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ought to be attached to judg^ and jurors for 
discharging their respective duties in carrying 
it into execution. It will not do for us to 
assert diat they dught to have refused, let 
the consequences to tlieinselves liave been 
what they would, to sanction and give efiect 
to such inhuman and unreasonable enact- 
ments. We cannot consistently take tliis 
ground, for there is nothing more certain 
than, that with their notions, our ancestors 
had at least as good reasons to advance in 
favor of punishing witchcrafl with death, as 
w*e have for punishing any crime whatsoever 
in the same awful and sunmiary manner. 
We api)eal, in defence of our capital pun- 
ishments, to the text of Moses, ^Wlioso 
sheddeth man's blood, by man shall Ids 
blood bo shed.' — The apologist of our 
fathers, for carrying into effect the law mak- 
ing w*itchcraft a capital offence, tells us in 
reply, in the first place, that this passage 
b not of the nature of a precept, but mere- 
ly of an admonition ; that it does not enjoin 
any particular method of proceeding, but 
simply describes the natural consequences of 
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cruet ind contentious conduct ; sod that it 
ainounta aa\y to tliis : that quanelsome, vio- 
lent and bloodthirsty persons will be apt to 
meet the same fate they Iving upon oilien ; 
that llie duelist will bo likely to fall in pri- 
vate coiubat ; the ambitious ccmqueror to 
perish, and tbe warlike nation to be de- 
stroyed, on llie field of battle. If tlib is not 
considered by us a sufficient and salisfiictory 
ansvt-cr, lie advances to our own ground, 
points to the same text where we place our 
defence, and puts his ftngcr on the following; 
plain and authoritative precept : ' Thou shalt 
not suffer a witch to live' Indeed we must 
ocknowlcdge that the capital punishment of 
witches is as strongly supported and fortified 
by the Scriptures of the Old Testament, at 
least as they apjwar in our present version, 
as ilie capital punishment of any crime what- 
ever. 

If we adopt another line of argument, and 
say that it is necessary to punish some par- 
ticular crimes with death, in order to main- 
tain the security of society, or hold up an 
impressive warning to others, here also wo 



' find that our opponent bu fiill u much to 
offer in defence d* our Jatbets, u can be 
offered in our own defence. He detcribet , 
to ut the trenendous and infernal power, 
wliich was universally believed by thom to 
be possessed by a witch, a powec wliich, ai 
as it was not derived from a natural loutcc, ' 
could not easily be held in check by natural 
restraints; neither chains nor dungeons could 
bind it down, or confine it. You might load 
the witch with irons, you might bury her in 
tlie lowest cell of a feudal prison, and still it 
was believed that stie could send forth her 
imps, or her spectre, to ravage the fields, and 
blight the meadows, and throw the elementi 
mto txHifusKMi, and torturo the bodies, and 
craze the minds of any wlto m^bt be the 
objects of her malice. 

Shakspeare in the description which he 
puts into the mouth of Macbeth, of the su- 
pernatural energy of witchcraft, does nolsur* 
pass, if he does justice to, the prevailing be- 
lief on the subject: 

* 1 conjure you, by thil which you praliM, 
(Ilowa'or ymi cum Io k&ow it) •inwor nt. 




ThtMigh jrou uDlie iha winil* ud l*t then figlii 

Apluatlbe chureboi; though tlw ycity WMm 

Confound mm] iwalluw DavigaUon up ; 

T)ioUKh lilidoil torn be loJgccl.and IrceaUowailoini; 

TbouKh cwUeb topple on Iheir warden' htmia; 

Tliough palacct iiiil pyrimidi do ikpe 

Tlicir licadi to their fuunJuIioni ; ihuugb tbo UCMUrc 

Of naiuro'a gcrtiiin* tumble all logetber. 

Even till destruction Blcken, ■nurorms 

Tu wbit I oik you * 

Tlicre was indoctl an almost infinilo pon'Of 
to do iiiisciiiff associntctl wiili a (lis|)osilioii 
to do it. No liiiiiian sirengili could strip 
tlie uitcli of these niijtiity cnofj^ics nliile slio 
lived, iiolhiiig but deatli coiild destroy them. 
There was, as our ancestors considcitd, in- 
contestable evidence, that she had put iliem 
forth to the injury, loss, and jwrhajw death 
of others. 

Can it be wondered at, that under such 
circumstances, the law, connecting cai)ital 
piinishincnt with the guilt of witcjicraft, was 
resorted to, as the only means to protect so- 
ciety and warn olhei-s fiwii omerins; into the 
dark, wicked and malignant eomjiaci r* 

• llHiwlurobjbk- Ihjiovou KiiiK Jamc!.' Parlla. 
uioiti wuuiu bav,' bcuu wilting (it ,.0 to th« lenKlh ul 
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Than tra other comidefMioM thit de- 
serve to bo weighed before a final judpnent 
slwuld be made up respecting the coadttctoT 
our fathers in the witcltcroftdekisioD. AiDong 
tliese b the condition of tulural Kieoce in 
tlieir day. But little koouledgo of tlic laws 
of nature was jwesosscd, and lliat litllo was 
confined to a fow. The world was still, to 
tlio mass of tlic jKoplc, aliiKst as full of mys- 
tciy in its physical departments as it n'as to 
its first inhabitants. I'olitics, I'oelry, Rhet- 
oric, Ethics, and Uistoty, had been cultiva- 
ted to a great extent in previous ages, but 
tlie philosophy of tlie natural and nutcrial 
world was almost unknown. Astronomy, 
Chembtry, Optics, Pneumatics, and even 
Geography, were involved in tlie generol 
darkness and error. Some of our looat im- 

SMia In hb Table Ttik, who t*kM lUi frauod Lb 
defence of the nplul punltbment of wllcbe*. ' Tho 
law i^liut wltcho* ih)e:i not prove tboro be u)/, but 
[t puniibce the tmllee of IhoiM people tint um nwh 
me am to take iTriy inen'i live*. If ooo ihould dt^ 
fe«i thet by lumiiig bin hat Ibrke and rryinK bus, 
ho rouUI take enray ■ luan'i life, (llioufh in truth he 
could do no aurh ibing,) ycl tbli were ■ juil law 
made by the atatcitliat whoever ahuukl turn bla hat 
Ihriro, and cry bu/, wllli an liitcuttun lu take «way ■ 
man'* lifu, tball bu put tit dcatli.* 
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ponant sciences, nicli u Electricity, dtte 
tlwir (uigin from a later peiiod. 

This remarkable tardiness in the progress 
of physical science for some time after the 
era of the revival of learning, is to be ac* 
counted for by referring to ihe eironeous 
methods of reasoning and observation then 
prevalent in the world. A Cilse logic was 
adopted in the schools of learning and phi- 
losophy. The great iiistnimcnt for the dis- ^ 
covcry and investigation of truth was the syl- 
logism, the most absurd contrivance of the 
human mind ; an argumentative process 
wlioso conclusion is contained in the pre- 
mises ; a method of proof, in the first step 
of which, the matter to be proved is taken 
for granted. In a word, the wlnle system 
of pliiloso[ihy was made up of hypotheses, 
and Uie only foundation of science ivos laid 
in conjecture. The imagination, called ne- 
cessarily into extraordinary action, in the ab- 
sence of srlenlific cenaiiiiy, was still further ' 
exercised in vain attempts to discover, 
unassisted by observation and expcriineni, 
tJie elements and firei principles of nature. 
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Jt ma remtriced in tbe|irenousleetura,tbit 
it bad reached a moosUoua gpnrth about the 
time to which we are referring. Indeed it 
tnay be said, that all the intellectual produo- 
tions of modern times from the Beventeenlh 
ceniuty, back to the daric ages, were works of 
imagination. Tlio bulkiest and most volu* 
minous writings tliat proceeded from the ckw- 
' teisor the univemties, even the mouphysicol 
disquisitions of the Nominalists and Realists, 
and the boundless subtleties of tin contend- 
ing scImoIs of the ' Divine Docton,* Tlioinas 
Aquinas and Duns Scotus, fall under tliis 
descriptitHi. Dull, dreary, unintelligible and 
interminable as they are, tliey are still in re- 
ality works of fancy. They are the oflspring, 
almost exclusively, of the imaginative fiiculty. 
It ought not to create surprise to find that 
tills faculty predominated in tlie minds aitd 
characters of our ancestors, and developed 
itself to an extent beyond our concepUon ; 
when we reflect that it was almost tlie only 
one called into exercise, and that it was the 
leading element of every branch of literature 
and philosophy. 
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It is tnio thai in the ooriior part or the sev- 
enteenth century, Lord Bacon made his sub- 
lime discoveries in ibc department o( phy- 
sical science, lly disclosing the inio meilKxl 
of investigation and reasoning on such sub- 
jects, lie may be said to have found, or 
rather to have invented (he key that unlocked 
the liidicrto linojicncd halls of nnturc ; lie in- 
troduced man to the secrcl ctiamltcrs of tlio 
universe, and placed tlic thread in his hand 
by wliicli he has been conducted to the mas- 
nificcnt rcsiilis of modern science, and will 
undoubtedly l« led on to rcsuhs still more 
masnificeni in times to come. But it n-as not 
for human nature to pass in a moment from 
darkness to light. The transhion was slow 
and gradual ; a long iwiliglit intervened be- 
fore the sun shed its clear and full radianco 
Hiwn (he world. 

The great discoverer himself refused to 
admit, or was iniablc lo discern some of the 
truths his system had revealed. Bacon was 
numbered among the opironcnts of the Co- 
peniican or true system of Astronomy, to the 
day of his death ; so also was Sir Thomas 
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Browna, the grett philoiopber dreftdy de- 
scribed, and who flourished duiing the lat- 
ter halfoTthesBnieccniury. Indeed, itmay 
be said, tlat at the time of the wiiehcrafl de- 
lusion, the ancient empire of darkness that 
had oppressed and crushed tlie worid of sci- 
ence liad hardly been shaken. The great 
and triumphant prepress of modem discovery 
had scarcely begun. 

I stiall now proceed to illustrate these 
views of tite suie of science to the world at 
that time by presenting a few instances. The 
slightest examinatkm of the accounts which 
remain of occurrences tliat were deemed 
supernatural by our ancestors, will satisfy any 
one tliat tliey were Iwouglit about by causes 
entirely natural, although unknown to them. 
For instance, tlie ibllowli^ circumstances 
ore attested by the Rev. James Pierpoot, 
pastor of the church in New Haven, and 
there a no reason to doubt tliat the lacts oc- 
curred as described by him. 

In the year 1647,0 oc^vsbip of about 150 
tons, containing a valuable cai^, and seve- 
ral distingubhed persons as passengers, put to 
8I» 
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sea froro New Huvon In the mooth or Janu- 
ary, bound to England. Tlio vessels that 
camo over tlie ensuing spring bniugbl no 
tidings of her arrival in tlie mother country. 
The pious colonists were earnest and instant 
in their prayers, tliat inlclligenco migtit be 
received of the missing vessel. In tlie 
course of the following June, < a great tliun- 
dcr-storm arose out of ihc northwest ; aftc-r 
which (the hemisphere being serene,) aboul 
an Itour before sunset, a ship of like dimen- 
sions with the aforesaid, with her canvass ami 
colors abroad (althougli tlie wind was north- 
erly) appeared in the air, coming up from 
the harbor's mouth, which lies southward 
from the town, seemingly with lier sails filled 
underafrcsli gale, holding her course north, 
and continuing under observation, sailing 
against the wind fur the s])aca of half an 
hour.* The phantom-ship was borne along, 
until, to the excited imagtnntions of the sjicc-^ 
latois, she Bceiiied to have approached so 
near that ilicy could throw a stone into her. 
Her maiii-iopmast ihen disa))[>eared, iheii 
her niizeii-lojmiasl, then lieriiiiLsis were en- 



lireljr curied away, and 6nal)y her hull fell 
off and vanislied fiwn u^l, learing a dull 
and smoke cdored cloud which loon dis- 
solved, and tlio whole atiiiasplicre became 
clear. All aflinned lliat the airy vmon was 
a precise copy and image of tlie misung ves- 
sel, and that it was sent to aruounce and de- 
scribe her fate. They considered it tlio spec- 
tre of the lost ship, and tlie Rev. Mr Da- 
venport declared in public, ' tliat God had 
condescended, for tlic quieting their afflicted 
spirits, diis extraordinary account of his sove- 
reign disposal of tliose for wtioin so many 
fervent prayers were made continually.' 

Tlie results of modem science enable us to 
explain the mystetious appearance. It u 
probable that some Dutch vessel, proceeding 
slowly, quietly and unconsciously on liervoy- 
age from Amsterdam to the New Nether- 
lands, happened at the tiinc to be passmg 
through the Sound. At tlie moment tlie ap- 
parition was seen in tlio sky, she was so near 
that her reflected imago was painted or de- 
lineated to the eyes of the observers, on the 
floud;!, by laws of optics, oow generally well 
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lurawn, before her sctuBl outlines could be 
discerned by them (ui tlie horizon. As the 

sun sunk behind the western hills, and his 
rays were gradually withdrawn, the visionary 
ship >iIowly disappeared, and the approach of 
nij-lit, while it dis|»clled the vapors from tlie 
atmosphere, effectually concealed the vessel 
as she continued her course along the Sound, 
Tlie optical illusions that present them- 
selves on ibo sea-sliore, by which distant ob- 
jects are raised to view, the opposite capes 
and islands made to loom up, lifted above the 
line of the apjuircnt circumference of the 
earth, and thrown into every variety of shape 
which the imagination can conceive, ore 
among the most beautiful plienomena of na- 
ture, and they impress the mind with the 
idea of enchantment and mystery, more per- 
haps, tlian any others ; but iliey liave received 
a complete solution from modem discovery. 
Ii sliquld be observed that (he optical prin- 
ciples thai explain these phenomena have 
recently afforded a foundation for the science 
or rather art of Nauscopy ; and there arc pei^ 
fons in some places in the Isle of France, as 



I b>TC been tdd, whooo nllmg md pidMoa 
it is to ascertain tnd iwedict the ipproKh of 
vessels, by tlicir reflection in the umbsphere 
and on the clouds, long before they ire vinMe 
to the eye or through tin gloss. 

Tlie fottowiDg opinion prevailed « the 
time of our narrative. The discoveries in 
Electricity, itself a recent scienco, have ren- 
dered it impossible for us to contemplate it 
witlmut ridicule. But h was the sober ojun- 
ifHi of tho age ; 'A great man has noted it,* 
says a learned writer, 'that thunders break 
oficner m churches than any other houses, 
because demwis have a peculiar spite at 
liouses that are set apart for the peculiar ser- 
vice of God.* 

Everything that was strong? or rem&rfca- 
ble, evcrj'thing at all out of the usual course, 
everything that n*a9 not clear and plain was 
attributed to supernatural interposition. In- 
deed our btlicis lived as they tluMight, con- 
tinually in the midst of miracles, and felt 
tlicmselves surrounded at all times, in all 
scenes, with innumerable invisible 1 




Hie beautiful verse orMiltoa describes iheir 

< HHItMH of fpirituil emtum wklk th* urth 
UoMen;bothwh«Qwe w»!wwkiwh«i> we»l«ep.' 

Wliat was to him, however, a momentary 
vision of tlie imagination was to them like a 
perpetual perception of the senses ; it was a 
practical belief, an every-day common senti- 
ment, BH all-pervading feeling. But tliese 
sui«matural beinp very frequently became 
visible to the mortal eyes of our superstitious 
iuiccstors. The instances indeed were not 
rare, of individuals having seen the devil 
) himself in human sliape. 

Tlie following passage is extracted from a 
letter written to Increase Matlier by John 
Higginson. 

'The godly Mr Sharp who n'ss nding 
rider of the church of Salem, almost thirty 
years after, related it of himself, that being 
bred up to learning, tilt be was eighteen 
years old, and then taken off and put to be 
an apprentice to a draper in fjondon, be 
yet, notwithstanding, continued a strong in- 
clloalion and eager affection to books, with a 
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cuiioNty of heaikeiung after, and readbg of 
the strangest and oddest books be could got; 
spending much of hu time that way to the 
neglect of bis business ; at one time, there 
tame a man into the shop and brought a 
book with him, and said to him, ' Here is a 
book for you, keep this till I call lor it again/ 
and so went away. Mr Sharp, afler his 
wtuited bookish manner, was eagerly affect- 
ed to look into tliat book and read it, which 
he did ; but as he read in it, he was seized 
on by a strange kind of Iwrror both of body 
and mind, the hair of his bead standing up, 
and fmding these efiecis several times, lie ac- 
quainted his roaster with it, wlio observing 
the same efiecls, they concluded it was a 
conjuring book, and resdved to bum it, which 
they did. He that brought it in tho shape 
of a man, never coming to call fiir it, they 
concluded it was the devil. Ho taking this 
as a solemn warning from God, to take Itecd 
what books he read, was much taken off 
from his tenner bookishness, confming liiin- 
setf to reading the Bible, and other koonn 
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gooi] books of Dimity, whicit were prafiu- 
ble to bis soul.* 

Kirclicr relates the following anecdote 
tvitli a fiill belicr of its truth. He had a 
fiicnd who was zealously and pcrseveringly 
devoted to tho study of Alclieroy. At one 
time, while he wsa intent uiton lib ojicrations, 
a gentleman entered his laboratory, and kind- 
ly oflcred to assist liim. In a few moments a 
large mass of the purest gold was brought 
ibrth from the crucible. The gentleman 
then took his tmt and wentoul ; before leav- 
ing the apanmeni, however, he wrote a re- 
cipe for making tlic precious article. Tho 
grateful and admiring mortal continued his 
operations, accwduig lo the directions of his 
visitor; but thcchann was tost, he could not 
succeed, and was finally completely ruined 
by his costly and fruitless expeiimcnta. 
Both he and his friend Kirchcr wero fully 
persuaded that the mysterious stranger visitor 
was the devil. 

Baxter has rccortled a curious interview 
between Satan and Mr White of Dorches- 
ter, Assessor to tho Westminster Assembly. 
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'llw derfl, in a light i^ht itood by ik' 
bedside. The Assessor looked awhile whe- 
ther be would say or do anything, and tbeo 
said, " If thou hasi nothing to do, I have ;" 
and so turned himself to sleep.' Dr Hib> 
hcrt b of o|>inion that the Kov. Mr Wliite 
treated bis Satanic ltlajc«ty, on thb occa- 
sion, with 'a cool conteniptf to which he Ind 
not often been accustomed.' 

At the same time that the proceedingp 
were taking place in Salem with reference to 
the witches, that b, in the summer of 1693, 
about ft dozen evil spirits in the guise of 
Frenchmen and Indians were seen Inveiing 
around tho houses and skulking over tho fields 
and through the woods in tlie town of Glou- 
cester. Their movements were observed by 
many of tho inhalNiants, and titu witole pop- 
ulation of the Cape n-as kept in a sute of 
agitation and alarm in consequence of their 
mysterious opjiearance for three weeks. The 
inliabitnnts retired to the garrison, and put 
themselves in a state of defence i^nst 
the diabolical besi^ers. Sixty men were 
des|atched from Ipswkh in military array to 
21 
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rrinforce Itie gtniion, ind wvenl ralnotMl- 
lies were made from ita walls ; much powder 
was expended, but no corpoieal or iixxnporeal 
blood was shed. An account of tliese events 
was diawn up by the Rev. John Emerson, 
thentbe minister of the first parish in Glou- 
cester, fmni which tlia facts now mentioned 
have been selected. It is very minute and 
lurtjcular. The appearance and dress of 
the supernatural enemies b described ; they 
wore white waistcoats, blue sliirts and white 
breeches, and had bushy heads of black 
hair. Mr Emerson concludes his account 
by expres»ng the !»pe, that ' all rational per- 
sons will be satisfied tliat Gloucester n-as 
not alarmed last summer for above a fortnight 
togetlier by real French and Indians, but 
that the devil and his agents were the cause 
of all the molestation, which at this time be- 
fel the town.' It was regarded by the most 
considerate persons at the time, as an artful 
contrivance of the devil, to create a diver- 
sion of the atlcnlioii of the pious colonists 
from his o|M;nitions ihnHigh tlic witches in 
Salem, and by dividing and distracting their 
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ibicei» to obiab to adviataga over tbem h 
the war ha n-aa waging against their ebufcha 
and their reli^on. 

Indeed, tliere is nothing umre curious or 
instructive in the history (^ that period, than 
the light wbicli it sheds upon the influence at 
the belief of the personal extstence and (ite- 
rations of the devil, wlien that belief is car- 
ried out fuUy into its practical effiwts. The 
christian doctrine had relapsed into a system 
almost identical with manicbeism. ' Wienis 
thus describes Satan, as be was le^uded in 
tin prevalent theology. ■ He possesses ^eal 
courage, incredible cunning, superhuman 
wisdom, the most acuta penetration, coo>- 
summate prudence, an incomparable skill in 
veiling the most pernicious artifices under a 
specious disguise, and a malicious and infi- 
nite hatred towards the human race, impla- 
cable and incurable.' —[Milton merely r»- 
sponded to the popular sentiment in inakii^ 
Saun a cliaracter of lofly dignity, and ia 
placing him cm an elevation not * less than 
Archangel ruined.' HallyweU,in his work 
on witchcraft, declares tliat, * thai m^ty 
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angel of darkness is not foolishly nor idljr to 
be scoffed st, or blaspliemed. The devil,' 
says he, ' may properly be looked upon u a 
dignity, tlioiigh his glory be pale and wan, 
and (dose once brisht and orient colors fiided 
and darkened in his robes, and the scrip- 
tures represent him as a piincc, though it be 
of devils.' Although our rmlicrs cannot be 
charged tvitli having regarded the devil in 
this respectful and deferential hght, it must 
be acknowledged, that they gave him a con- 
spicuous and distinguished, we miglit almost 
say, a dignified agency in the affairs of tile, 
and the government of the world ; they wei« 
prone to confess, if not to revere his pre- 
sence, in all scenes, and at all times. He 
occupied a wide space, not merely in their 
theolt^ and philosophy, but in their daily 
and familiar thoughts.* 
Cotton Mather, in one of hu : 



■ II l» much la Iw r*Kreltcd Ihat Firmer, ittu hiv- 
luR wnllcH wilh such »,i,nlriblewcceM upon ihc lamp- 
tMioQ. the demoniaci, mlniclei, tnd the wonhlp of hu- 
mn .pLni. dij not livB to «c«.n.pli,h hi. origioal 
de*ign, by gWinR lo the worlj ■ complete diiFulOoH 
•nd elucidwion of tlia icHplure doctrina of the devil. 
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ouiia banM tlui peculiv belief to the oqb- 
scimcet of his bearers, in a maoner that 
could not have &iled to quicken 'and startle 
ttte most dull and drowsy among them. 
' No place,* says he, * that 1 know of basgot 
such i spell upon it, as will always keep the 
dovil out. Tlie meetinghouse, wherein we 
assemble for the worsliip of God, is filled 
with many holy people, and many bolyoon- 
cems continually ; but if our eyes were ao 
refined , as the servant of the prppbet had bis 
of old, I suppose we should now see a throng 
of devils m ttiis very plaoe. Tlie apostle 
has intimated tlut angels come ia among us; 
there are angels it seems, that hark how I 
preach, and Itow you hear, [vt this hour. 
Aud our own sad experience is oiough lo 
intimate that the devils are liketrise rendei- 
vousing here. It is reported m Job, i. 5. 
" When the sons of God came lo present 
themselves before the Lord, Satan came also 
among them." When we are in our cliurch 
assemblies, O, liow many devils do you 
imagine, crowd in among us! Tliere b a 
devil that rocks one to sleep. There is a 
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tievil that makes another to be tlilnking of, 
he scarcely knows what, himself. And there 
Is a devil that makes anotlier to be pleasing 
liinLScir with wanton and wicked specula- 
tions. It is also possible, that nc have our 
closets, or our studies gloriously perfumed 
with devotions every duy ; hut, alas ! can 
we shut ilio devil out of them ? No ; let 
us e,o where we will, we shall still find a 
devil nigh unto us. Only when we come to 
Heaven, we shall ho out of his reach for- 
ever.' 

It is very remarkable that such o train of 
thought as this, did not sufgesl to the mind 
of Dr Mather, the true doctrine of the Bible 
respecting ilie devil. One would have sup- 
posed, that in carding out the mode of 
siwaking of him as a person lo tins extent, it 
would have occurred to him that it might be 
that the seriplural expressions of a similar 
kmd, were al=o mere jiersonificalions of 
moral and abstract ideas. (» describing the 
iiiatlcniion, irreverence, ami unholy reflec- 
tions of his hearers, as the operations of the 
devil, it is wonderful that his eyes were 
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not opened todiscern the import of our Sa- 
viour's interprelntion of tbo parable of the 
tares, in which he declares that he under- 
stands by the devil, whatever obstructa the 
growtli of virtue and piety in ibe soul, the 
causes that efface good impreaaions, and give 
a wrong inclination to the thoughts and af- 
fections, such as 'the cares of ihb tt-orW,' 
or 'the dccciifulness of riches.' By these 
are the tares planted, »nd by those u thetr 
growth promoted. ' Tlie encniy tlial sowed 
them Is the dcvit.* 

Satan was regarded as the foe and oppo- 
scr of all improvement in knowledge and 
civilization. The same writer thus quaintly 
expresses this opinion. He 'has hindered 
mankind for many agbi, from hittii^ those 
useful inventions, wlirch yet were so obvious 
and facile, that it is everybody's ^vender 
that they were not sooner hit lipon. Tlie 
bemisted world must jog on for thousands of 
years without tite knowledge of the load- 
atone, till a NeapjJilan .stumbled upon it 
about tliive hundred years ago. Nor must 
the worlil Ixj blesswl with such a matchless 
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en^oe of leuoHig mnd virtue u that of print- 
ing, til) ibout the middle of the fifteenth oen* 
lury. Nor could one Old man all over the 
&ce of the wtiote earth, have ttio benefit of 
such a little though most needful thing as ■ 
pair of spectacles, till a Dutchman, a little 
while ago, accomrnodatcd us. Indeed, as tlio 
devil docs begruich us all manner of good, so 
ho does annoy ua with all manner of woo.' 

Without a knowledge of this scnliinenl, 
the witchcraft delusion of our fathers could 
not have been wholly underslooil. Tho/ 
wore under an impression that the devil hav- 
ing failed to prevent iho progress of knowl- 
edge in Europe had abandoned his efforts to 
' obstruct it effectually there, had wtthdra\vn 
into the American wilderness, intending liere 
to make a final stand, and had resolved to 
retain an undiminished empire over tho 
whole continent, and his pagan allies, the na- 
tive inhabitants. Our fathers accounted for 
the extraordinary descent and incuraions of 
the evil one nmonj; ihem, at the time to 
which we have rcftm-d, on the supposition 
that it was a dus|KTJtc- effort to prevent 
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tbcn from brin^og civilisation and 
ity within bis fiivorite retreat, and their aouk 
were fired with the glorious thought, that by 
carrying on the war with vigor against him 
and his confederates, the wilclies, they would 
become chosen and iKuiored instrumeDts 
in the lund of God for breaking donn and 
abolishing the last strong hold on tlie earth 
of the kingdom of darkness. 

Great ignorance prevailed in the world 
at that time in some of the departments of 
intellectual and moral philosophy. While 
the imagination was called into a more ex- 
tensive and energetic action, tlun at any 
succeeding or previous period, its [woperties 
and laws were but little understood ; tlie ex- 
tent of the connexion between the will aitd 
the muscular system ; tho reciprocal influ* 
eitce of tlkc nerves, and the (imcy ; and the 
strong and universally pervading sympatliy 
between our physical and moral constitutions, 
were almost \^'liolly unknown. Tlieso ini- 
imrtaut subjects are but im))erftiClly midcr- 
stood, indeed, at tho prcM>nt day. 

There is nothing nK>ro mysterious, tlian 



C 



) 




>J> 



868 

ihe self-deludii% power of the nuod ; and 
there nevet were scenes in which it was 
more clearly displayed than the witchcraA 
prosecutions. Htmest men testified with 
perfect confidence and sincerity to the most 
absurd iini>ossibiliiics, while those who 
tluNight tlieoiselves victims of diabolical influ- 
ence would actually exhibit in tlieir corpo- 
real fraiiies all the appropriate symptoms of 
the suflerings tlicir imaginations had brought 
upon tticm. But dreams appear to have 
been the most fruitful source of detu»on. 
A large part of the evidence is susceptible of 
explanation by the supposition that the wit- 
ncsscs had confuundcd the visions of tlieir 
sleeping, with the actual experiences of tlieir 
waking hours. 

In Molu^, in Sweden, in 1669, tlie idea 
obtained currency that children were carried 
off invisibly in llie night by witches, to a 
place in which the devil held his court, and 
brought back again before the morning. It is 
probable that the cliildren dreamed tliat they 
liad made the mysterious erial journey, and 
some old women also dreamed that they had 
roiivuycd ihem. The imaginations of all 
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the people became bflamed wad bew3deml, 
until they &nded and beliered that they 
saw the whole operation. The paitioi- 
lus <^ the jouneys, of the ^bolical ie»- 
dence, and of all the iMoceedingi there 
were related by a hin;a number of confeaa- 
ing children and women. The minister of 
' the phice declared tliat one night tlie witches 
were congregated in infernal assembly upon 
tlie crown of his head, and that ho had had 
a violent pain on the spot ever since. And 
one of them confessed that having been sent 
by the devil to torment the reverend gentle- 
man, she had tried to drive a nail into his 
skull , but that it was so hard and thick that she 
could not penetrate it ! Thus was his evi- 
dence confirmed and his head-ache explained 1 
Commissioners were sent by the king to 
investigate the case, and the results of their 
sessicHi were, that eightyfive persons, fifteen 
of whtMn were children, were burnt at the 
stake ; twenty were whipped with lashes upon 
their liands at the chureh (kxH- lor tliree sab> 
baths, and thirtysixwcrecoiir|K?lIcd to run the 
gaundet,and be whipped once a week ht a 
year. 
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About three liundred cliildren testified 
tliat they had been carried to Blockulty 
which was the name of the ima^nary place 
of the diabolical rendezvous. 

At tlie trial of Susanna Martin in SaleiHy 
it was proved that one John Kcnibel had 
a^eed to purchase a puppy froni the prison- 
er, but had afterwnnls fallen back from his 
bargiuin, and procured a puppy from some 
other person, and that Martin was heard to say, 
* If 1 live, 1 will give him puppies enough.' 
These circumstances seem to me to ren- 
der it probable tliat the following piece of ev- 
idence given by Kembcl, and to which the 
court attached great weight, was the re- 
sult of a nightmare occasioned by his appre- 
hension and dread of the fulfilment of the 
old woman's threat. 

* Within a few days after this, Kembel 
coming out of the woods, there arose a little 
black cloud in the northwest, and Kembel hn- 
mediately felt a force upon him, which made 
him not able to avoid running u|)on the 
stumps of trees that were before liiin, al- 
though he had a broad plain cartway before 
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him ; but though he had his axe on his should 
der to endanger hun in hb fallsy be oould nol 
forbear going out of his way to turoUe over 
them. When he came below the meeting- 
iKHise, there appeared to him a little thing like 
a piippy of a darkish color, and it shot back- 
wards and forwards between his legs. He 
had tlie courage to use all possible endeavors 
to cut it with his axe, but he could not hit it ; 
tlie puppy gave a jump from him, and went, 
as to him it seemed, into the ground. Go- 
ing a little further, there appeared unto him 
a black puppy, somewhat bi^er than the 
first, but as black as a coal. '■■■ Its motions 
were quicker than those of his axe. It flew 
at his body and at his throat, so over h'ls 
shoulders one way, and then over his sIkhiI- 
ders another way. His heart now began to 
fail him, and he thought the dog would have 
tore his throat out ; but he recovered him- 
self and called upon God in his distress, and 
naming tlie name of Jesus Christ, it vanish- 
ed away at once.' 

There Is, indeed, at the present day, great 
need of a thorough and philosopirical discus- 
22 
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Bton of tho principles of evklmce. Tlw 
liability all men ore under to coofbuiu) the 
fictions of their iniagiDations with the realities 
of actual observation is not understood wilb 
sufficient clearness by the community, and 
so long as it is not understood and regarded, 
serious mistakes and inconveniences will be 
apt to occur in seasons of general excite- 
mcnt. We are still disposed to attribute 
more importance than we ought to strong 
convictions, without stopping to inquire 
whether they may not he in reality delusions, 
of the understanding. Tho cause of truth 
dciiinnds a more thorough exiunination of 
this whole subject. The visious that ap* 
poured before the mind of lite celebrated 
Col. Gardiner, arc still regarded by the ^en- 
crality of pious |>coplc as evidence of mirac- 
ulous interposition ; while just so liir as thoy 
are evidence to that ]ioli)t, so far is the au- 
tliority of Chrlsilimiiy overthrown, for it is a 
fiu^t that Lord Herbert of Cherbury believ- 
ed with cfjtial siiicciily and confidence, tliAl 
luf Iiiid l>ceii vouchsiifod a similar vision sanc- 
tioning his labors, when about to publish what 



his been pronounced ooe of tlie raoM pow- 
erful attacks over mode upon our religioii. 
It is dangerous to advance an^nmts in Gt^ 
TOT of any cause which may be (bunded up- 
on notliing better than the reveries of an 
ardent iinsginatioD ! 

'Hie lost circumstance 1 shall consider bs 
necessary to the full understanding of the 
position of our ancestors, with reference to 
the superstitious dclusKMis that have now oc- 
cupied our attentitM), b (ilio state of Inblical 
criticism at that iieriod. Tills departnrant 
of knowledge \\-as then in its infaney.^i 

Hie BUtliority of scripture as it appeared 
on the face of the standard version, seemed 
to retiulro tlieiii to pursue the course they 
adopted ; anil those eiilar^etl and just princi- 
ples ofiiitcrprctation, which wo are taught by 
the leameii of all denominations at the pres- 
ent day to apply to llie sacred writings, had 
not then been brought into the view of tlie 
people or received by tho clergy. 

It was gravely argiietl, lor instance, llut 
there was nothing improbable in the idea 
lliat witches hud the ))Owcr, in virtue oTtlieir 
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ronipact witli tlie dovil, of riding aloft tlirougli 
t)ie air, becHUse it a rucorded in tlio liistory 
of o(ir I^ord's tciiiptution, that Satan trans- 
ported liiin in a siiiiilur inoiinci to tlie pinna- 
etc of tlio tcni|)le, and to tlio summit of an 
cxcvudiiigly l>igli mountain. And Cotton 
MutlitT dcclurcs tliat,tolii!ia|)|irulK.'iiiiioii, tlic 
dist^losiirus of the wondvrAil o|K.'mtiouit of 
tlio devil u|K>ii and tliruugli Ills subjects, tliat 
wctc made in llie course of tlie witclicnifl 
|trusccut)Oiis, liud ^\wi\ a marvellous liglit u)>- 
ui) ilie scriptures! Wlmt a |>erversiouoril)o 
Hacred Mntiii^s, to employ llivm fur the pur- 
]M>se (if siuietiuniii]; the cxtraviiguni und du- 
iiriuus reveries uf the huiiiuu imu^iimlinn ! 
Wliiita uiiM.'nd>le deliisiuii, to sup|K>su that 
(he word of (.iixl cunld receive ilhimiuiitiuu 
from the most ul>surd and hoirihlu su|H:rsti- 
tioiis.lhul ever hrootled in durkuess over the 
mind of luun! 

I ivuidd not, my TiieiidH, have led you 
tlirouuih the wide field \vu have now tra- 
versed li)i;eilier, had 1 n<il )>elieved that wu 
iiii,:;ht gather nuirli uscfid iiistmeiiou fniiii 
ihe .scenes nnd ohjiris iltut have l*een pre* 



flentcd to our contemplation. Let ut i«uie 
before wo uke leave of tlie uibject. and «>U 
lect and apply that iastmction. 

In tin temble consequence! tliat resulted 
Irom the iniachievous, and perhaps, at the 
outset, merely sjtortive, proceeding of the 
children in Mr Parria' family, we litvo a 
striking illustration of tlie principle, that no 
one can foretell, with respect either to him- 
self or others, the extent of the sullcringand 
injury that may bo occasioned by the leost 
departure froni truth and lioncsty. In the 
liorrible succession of crimes through wliicli 
lliose yomis persons were led to i»as8, in 
tlie depth of wickedness and depravity into 
which they were thrown, wo discern the 
fate whieh tliey are in danger of bringing up- 
on themselves who enter uimmi the career of 
wickedness. 

1 am sure lliat no [lerson can compare the 
view I Iiave given of the condition of oi»in- 
ion and knowledge, not much more than a 
ocniury ago, with their pn»cnt cwidition, 
without hc'iuf, struck with u grateful and ad- 
miring conviction of tlw wwidcrful progress 
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that has been tmde. Who can refnin freni 
excluming, if tite iiwdera impulses totvaid 
iiiiprovi'incnt have pushed forward society 
in science, philosophy and tlieoli^y, to this 
great extent during (Hie century, what limits 
con be assigned to its upward prot^e^ ! 
What inaftnificunt pr(W|>ecU open upon lite 
world ! What a glorious assurance is given 
to iho benevolent and devout mind, tliat the 
predictions of scripture are approaching their 
fiitfihuent, and diat the time ivill surely and 
rapidly hasten on, when bideful suiiersiiiioii 
and degradlne error shall bo buiiislicd froin 
the soul of man, and tlic blessings of knowl- 
edge, truth, and pure religion be difliised 
tliFotigb all the fiunilies of the curtli I 

No one can have ,au aileijuutu kiiowl- 
eilge of the huniun mind, wlio has not coii- 
tem|ilalcd its dcvelojnnents In scenes like 
tliosc related in these lectures. It may lie 
said of ihcrraine of our spiritual, even whit 
more emphasis than of our corporeal nature, 
that wc are fi;Qrfitlly and woiicierfuiiy made. 
It is the opinion of observei-s of the animal 
world, that man, w lieu Ills features and liiiiU 



aie all in dtM proportioa, bealtli Riding 
through Ilia veins, strmigtii and symmetry 
clotliing liis whole fonn, mtelligcDce beam- 
ing Groin his countenance, and immortality 
■tamped on his brow, is indeed the noblest 
work of God. Wo all know, that, in the de- 
gradatmn and Corruption to which he can de- 
scend, lie is the most odioiu and loatlisome ob- 
jcctin tliecreation. SoitiswiihoursiHritual 
nature. "Hio human mind when all its facul- 
ties are fully developed, and m proper pro- 
porticms, reason seated on its throne, iuiag- 
inatioii shedding abroad its light, memory 
embracing the )Kist, liope smiling upon tlte 
(uture, faith leaning on lioaven, uiid tlie af- 
fections diffusing through all their genth) 
wamitli, is wortiiy of its souice, deserves its 
original title of ' image of Uod,' ami is great- 
er and better than tlw wliole material uni- 
verse. It is nobler than all tlio works of 
God, (or it is an emanation, a part of God 
himself, ' a ray from the fountain of %ht.' 
But where, I ask, can you find a iimto 
deplorable and iniseroble object than tlie 
mind in ruins, tossed by its own rebellious 
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priociplcs, ind distoned by the monsttoudy 
iinccjual dL>vek>|Hnent of ite faculties ? You. 
wilt look in vain u|>on tlio CBrtli(|uake, tlie 
-volcano, or tlio hurricane, for tlKse elements 
of tlie awful and terrible, tliat ore manifested 
in a community of men wIkmc |KLssiuns have 
traniiiled upcm tlieir principles, whose illum- 
inations have overthrown the goveniment of 
reason, and who are swept along by the 
torrent until all order and security are 
swallowed up and lost. Such u spectacle 
«c have now been witnessing. Wo have seen 
the whole |>oiniluli<jii .of this place and 
vicinity yieldini; lo the sway of their cretin- 
lon-s fancies, allo,viiig tlioir passions to l)c 
worked up to a Ireniendons jiii,-!, of excilc- 
nii-iit, and mshiiij; into cxcossos of ii,I|y ami 
violence, that have left a dark stain u|H>n 
t leir mi-mory, and will awaken a sense of 
shame, pity, and ainazenieiit in the minds 
of their latL-st [Kislerily. The principal 
causes that Ie,l lo tlieir dchisiou, an<l to the 
proceedings connected with it, were, a 
pponencss to suiieislitioii, o^ving in a greai ' 
degree to an isnorance of iiatumi science 
KM! great a ih-|Hfnik.iK;e ii|>on the iinaeinatioi. 
and the jKmcr of syiii|iaihv. 



From the fint of Uigm. we ire h^ipajr 
free. Tin diacovery of the principlei end 
laws of tlio pliyaicit universe, hu advanced 
far enough ahvady lo tUspel tlie illusiona 
und superstitions that m previous ages occu- 
pied alt minds. Tlio wlwle community u 
now enabled to iiisjiect and coiufirelicnd 
tlio secret processes of nature. Here, in 
our balls of science, in our ossociatitHis fiir 
the diffusion of knowledge, in our Lyceums, 
philosophy welcomes tbo learned and ttie 
unloanicil, tlio old and llie young, tlio rich 
anil the jwor, to the sight of her mysteries ; 
and stands ready to uiitttd and reveal to 
them the principles that regulato tito move- 
ments and deieniiinc the forces of the out- 
wani universe, from the systems tluit rdl 
above lis to the most hidden elements uf the 
earth beneath our feet. 

We shall not have occasion lo regret that 
we have cuiuenipbited llie errors and suf^ 
feriii^ whicli igiiuranco of philosophy and 
science hruiiglit u|X)ii our fiitliers, if wo are 
thus leil to appreciate more gratefully, and 
improve mure faithfully onr own opportu- 
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nkies U> get knowledge and wiadom. As ' 
we advance into tlio intorior of lutura't 
works, and are led in succcssioa fimn one 
revelation t^ beauty and grandeur to anotlier, 
wliile tlie (earful images tliat dariccnud and 
distressed the fhlili of our futlicts are tlitu 
dissolving and vuiiisliing before us, and tlie 
presence and providunce of the infinitely 
(jood are found to litl all sceni^s and cause 
all ellects, may our hearts be led to raise to 
llini a loftier adoniiion and a liollcr lioma^e 1 
If, wliilc wo enjoy a fuller revelation of liis 
inupnificent operations and designs than our 
fathers did, the sentiment of piety wliich 
e;Iuwc(l in their hearts, like a coal from ilio 
altar of God, has been iierniitted to grow 
dim in ours, no reproach their errors and 
faults can possibly auilmrize will eijual that 
whicli will justly full u[)on us. 

Another cause of their delusion ivas too 
grout a dependence U|M>n the !niU);ination. 
We shall lind no h-ssoii more clearly taught 
by history, by exiK'rience, or by observation 
than this, that nmn is never safe while 
either his fancy or liis fcchng is the guiding 



87* 

' principle of hii oaUire. Tbn« « t aUQiig 
wad conatant utnctioo between Ik ima^na- 
tkm and hif puuonit and if either i> penoit- 
ted to exnose unlbidlod away, the Mber 
will most certainly be dr«wn into co- 
operation with it, and wlien they are 
allowed to act without restraint upon each 
other and with eocli otiier, they lead to the 
derangement and convulsion of his whole 
system. Tl>ey constitute the combustible 
elements of our being ; one serves as the 
spark to oxpkxlo tlio otiier. Reason, en- 
lightened by revelation and guided by con- 
science, b the great conservative principle ; 
while that exercises the sovere^ power 
over the foncy and the passions, we are 
safe ; if it is dethroned, no limit can be 
assigned to the ruin that may follow, la 
the scenes wo liavo now been called to 
witness, we have perceived to wliat Iraigths 
of folly, cruelty, and crime even good men 
have boon carried, who relinquished the 
aid, rojccteil llic counsels, and abandoned 
the guidance of their reason. 
The last cause that was mentioned of the 
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conduct of our lathers wts the power of ^ 
Bynijiatliy. . Every wise imn and good 
citizen ouglit to bo aware of ttiA existence 
anil operation of this power. There seems, 
iiictcud, to be a constitutional, original sym' 
{>atby in our nature. When men act in 
a crowd, their heart-strings ore prono to 
vibrate in unison. Whatever cliord of 
pusaion is stniek in one breast, the same 
will ring forth its wild note through tlie 
whole mass. This principle shows itself 
luirticutarly in scascms of excitement, and 
iiii power rises in proportiiHi to the ardor 
and zeal of tliose upon whom it acts, h 
is for every mnn wlio desires to be pre- 
served from tlic excesses of [lopular fecliug, 
and to prevent the community from plunging 
into such a scene as that exhibited here in 
1G93, to keep his own judgment and emo- 
tions as free as possible from a power which 
thus seizes all ilint it can reach, drau-s tltcni 
into its current, and .swcc[»s ilieni round 
and HHind like (lie Maelstmom, until they 
areovenvliulmed and buried in its devouring 
vortex. 
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There i§ no duty more plain, then u 
none niore important, tlion a Irce and fear- 
less expression of opinkm on all nibjocts. 
No wise or philosophic person would ihuik 
of coiii[ilauiing of tlio diversities of senti- 
ment it is calculated to dovclope. Such di- 
versities are the vital principle of (rco com- 
munities, and where a projier spirit of civil- 
ization and religion prevails they create no 
inconvenience, it ia |irobablo lltat there 
were many i>crsons here in l(i!>if,wlio doubt- 
ed the propriety of the proceedings at lliinr 
conuncncement, but wlio were atlerwanls 
prevailed ujmii to full into the current and 
swell Ibe tide. Wliocan tell but that if they 
had all dischai^cd liieir duty lo their cotm- 
try, and their consciences, by freely and Inld- 
ly uttering their disapproUitioii uiiil dcclarii^ 
their dissent, who can tell but that tlic wliolo 
tragedy might have been prevented ? anil if 
it might, the Mood of the innocent may be 
Huid, in one sense, to be ujmiu their heaib. 

The leading features and must striking as- 
pecU of the witclicraA delusion have been 
repeated in places, where wiu-lies aiu) the in- 
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terference of supernatural beings are never 
tiMugbi of; whenever ■ community gives 
way 10 its piissions and spurns tlw admoni- 
tions and casts off tlic restraints of ruascHi, 
there is a delusion that can hardly bo de- 
srribud in any oilier pbrasc. We cannot 
}rlaiK-e our eye over the face of our country, 
without beholding such scenes ; and so long 
»s ihoy urc exhibited, su lung as we permit 
ourselves to invesl objects of little or no 
real ini|>oriancu with such an inordinate im- 
aginary inlL>r<;st, thai wc arc ready to go to 
every vxiruniity railier than relinquish them ; 
so louf; a<j ive yichi to the impulse of pas- 
sidii, luid pKm|;e into excitement, and take 
eutmsel of our fiH-'Iin^ ntllier than our judg- 
lueiil, we arc fotlowin;; in ilic footsteps of 
iKtr fiuialical ancestors. It would be wiser 
to direct our ridirule and reproaches to the 
delusions of our own times, rather than to 
those of a previous n'j;e, and it becomes us to 
treul with rhnrity and mercy the ruilin!;s of 
<mr predecessors, at leitsl until we have 
eenst-d lo imiliiie and re|H!at iheni. 

If the citizens of ibis place arc inslructeil 



